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1 ProceedirCommemorative Quilt touring dis July 2015 to Ju
2 ProceedirHi story Competition November T2May5 2016
3 Pl anned Vi etnamese Community TET Festiwv February 20
4 ProceedirGravesite Commemorati ons Sunday, 21 Februe
5 Proceedir Al | points VetRide to Canberra 1420 March 20
Proceedir ANZAC Day 2016 Vietnam Veterans Monday 25 April
Pl anned Ladies Luncheon for partners an June 201E¢€
8 ProceedirCivic Reception at National Gal Wednesday 6 Jul:
9 ProceedirVietnam VeteVYansr dayMarch and S Thursday 18 Augu
10 Proposed AFL Themed Match at MCG August 201
11 ProceedirChurch Service of ThamkGati lve cdairga Wednesday 5 Octob
12 Proceedi 1 National Vietnam Veterans Museu November 20:
13 Proceedi itFamily Day Seymour Racecour se 21 November 2
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VIETNAM VETERANS
ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA®
VICTORIAN BRANCH INC.

ABN 34 750 672 219

50th ANNIVERSARY
COMMEMORATIVE COMMITTEE

National Patron
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Ms Vicki Ward MLA MHAMNSIARIDo rl 9EIAtUIGa 015

Vietnam Veterans Association Diamond Valley

Ms WARD (Eltham) — My adjournment matter is for the Minister for Veterans. The action I seek is that the
minister visit the members of the Diamond Valley sub-branch of the Vietnam Veterans Association — the DViets,
as they call themselves — to learn about the important work they do and about their plans to commemorate the
50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan next year.

Vietnam Veterans Day was on Tuesday, and it was commemorated in my electorate on two beautiful mornings last
week. On Friday we stood in the remembrance garden at the Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital, and on Saturday we
sat under the gum trees at the Greensborough War Memorial Park with a footy game in the background.

[ acknowledge the DViets for the really important and valued support they offer to national servicemen and other
soldiers who have served our country and for the way they look out for one another. They are dedicated to
remembering those who served this country in a time of war and who found themselves doing so due largely to the
unfortunate lottery of conscription. They are a good-humoured, friendly and supportive bunch who do much to
look after their mates.

I congratulate everyone who put together the services to commemorate those men and women who fought in
Vietnam, in particular at the Battle of Long Tan. I congratulate Robert Winther, a veterans liaison officer at the
repatriation hospital, on arranging Friday’s service, and I congratulate the DViets, in particular Peter Blackman,
Bob Elworthy and other helpers from the DViets, who put together Saturday’s ceremony. I also acknowledge Bill
McKenna, sub-branch president of the Montmorency-Eltham RSL, for his support for those services.

I acknowledge the contribution of our local schools, in particular Eltham High School, Montmorency Secondary
College and Montmorency South Primary School, the students of which came out on a Saturday morning to lay
wreaths and show their respect for those who served. I know it means a great deal to our veterans, especially those
who served in Vietnam, to know that their service to our country is respected and honoured by our young people. 1
urge the minister to prioritise a meeting with this group of local veterans, He should come and meet with them,
have a beer and see their interesting display.
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