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F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T 

Welcome to the autumn edition 

of FSB Vic, especially to all 

our new members who have 

joined us recently. I hope you 

find the newsletter interesting 

and informative and I encour-

age you to send in comments to 

our editor Maurie Benson or to me. We welcome your 

involvement. 

Our cover theme is in response to the disgraceful trial 

by media of our Navy personnel doing a great job on 

Operation Sovereign Borders and in response to the 

recent despicable treatment of LTGEN Angus Camp-

bell DSC AM, head of Operation Sovereign Borders, 

by Senator Conroy under parliamentary privilege. Our 

Defence Forces are always an easy target for the ill-

informed or mischievous, but when the proverbial hits 

the fan these same people will turn to our service per-

sonnel for protection and comfort. To steal a line from 

Jack Nicholson from the movie A Few Good Men 

ñYou want me on that wall, you need me on that 

wallò. Be in no doubt, we support our troops UN-

CONDITIONALLY! A letter from the National Presi-

dent on this behavior is included in the newsletter. 

I am sure you will all join me in congratulating Harold 

Heslop OAM on his richly deserved award of the 

Medal of the Order of Australia. Despite ill health 

along the way, Harold has been a tireless worker for 

veterans and the wider Swan Hill community-Well 

done Harold. I also want to highlight the well-

deserved award of State Life Membership to Jim 

Coghlan who has been a dedicated servant of the 

branch in a number of senior positions-congratulations 

Jim.  

I am delighted to be the inaugural President of the 

newly launched ñFriends of the Museumò. Friends 

provides an opportunity for individuals and corporate 

sponsors to be a part of the museum activities as well 

as providing support to museum activities. Why not 

join me as a Friend of your museum?  

Staying with the museum, I am delighted to report that 

the museum has received a very generous donation of 

$200,000 from the Australian Ex-Servicemenôs and 

Ex-Servicewomenôs Association, which will be used 

for major developments. A Master Plan Project for the 

museum, funded by the State Government, Bass Coast 

Shire Council and the museum has delivered a strate-

gic plan out to 2025. The museum Board of Directors 

met recently to consider the plan and its recommenda-

tions. 

I am sure you were all just as disgusted as I was to 

learn of the senseless vandalism at the Seymour Walk. 

The brain dead cretins who vandalized the walk clear-

ly have no idea of the hurt that they have inflicted on 

the veteran community nor do they have any idea of 

the link between Seymour and the Army, home to 

many Vietnam veterans over the years. Happily, re-

pairs are at hand; a special thank you to those who 

took the time and effort to express their anger. 

I am delighted to see the early membership numbers 

coming in for this year. A special thanks to those sub-

branches who have obviously worked very hard to 

recruit new members and to re-connect with past 

members. We have a real chance to exceed last yearôs 

membership total: what an achievement that would 

be! Later this year your executive will roll out a plan 

to contact with ñlostò members, going back maybe 

five years or so, old membership lists permitting. We 

want them all on board for our 2016 anniversary com-

memorations under the motto óTogether Then, Togeth-

er Againò. 

Looking to 2016, Vice President Ken Baker is leading 

the coordination and planning for our anniversary 

events and already has the ball rolling, and some plan-

ning for long lead time activities is already underway. 

Our autumn newsletter will contain details of our ac-

tivities for 2016, and ways that we can all be involved. 

Get on board, it promises to be an exciting, rewarding 

and unforgettable time. 

Back to the present. We have a number of issues fac-

ing us this year that require our attention and com-

bined strength. DVA is under the gun, as are other 

Government departments as the new Federal Govern-

ment looks for ways to save money, and we can ex-

pect ñreorganizationsò. VAN offices across the state 

are likely to go and the Future of Advocacy Review 

(include Pension and Welfare Officers in that) headed 

by Brigadier Bill Rolfe is bubbling along. We must 

guard as best we can against any erosion of the level 

of support our veterans are accustomed to and entitled 

to, and the content of the first Hockey budget may 

hold or point to some stings for pensioners. Happily, 

the legislation for fairer indexation of military super-

annuation for those over 55 years has passed. I wrote 

to the opposition shadow minister for veteransô affairs 

with an expectation that the bill will be supported. 
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The latest version of ñUnder our own Controlò paper 

has been distributed. The paper encourages Sub-

Branches to consider undertaking some preliminary 

planning, and I encourage every member to seek out 

the paper from their Sub-Branch committee. 

I will be representing Victoria at the National VVAA 

Congress in NSW in May, and I will provide a report 

on the meetings to Sub-Branches. Victoria is to host 

the 2015 National VVAA Congress.  

Thank you all for your continued support and thank 

you for your work on behalf of our veteran family. I 

especially welcome new members to Sub-Branch 

committees, thank you for your commitment. 

In closing, my wife Lyn and I were delighted and hon-

oured to be in the presence of the Chief of Army 

LTGEN David Morrison AO, at the Box Hill Sub-

Branch Black Tie Dinner recently. What an impres-

sive soldier, what an impressive Australian, and what 

respect he holds for Vietnam veterans. LTGEN Morri-

sonôs father, the late MAJGEN Alby Morrison AO 

DSO MBE, commanded 9 RAR in Vietnam 1968-69. 

Regards, 

Bob Elworthy             

    

Firstly, I appreciate your vote of confidence in 

electing me as the Victorian State Secretary for 

the 2014 year.  It is shaping up as a  busy year ï 

no different to previous years really. 

To the Secretaries out there - the administrative 

warhorse will always be around as we are gov-

erned by what others want us to do through legis-

lative requirements and the like, and we can only 

do the best we can.  Unfortunately, there is no 

way to extricate the red tape from these tasks. 

Thanks to those who attended our Presidents/

Secretaries/Treasurers workshops recently at our 

Phillip Island AGM. These sessions are invalua-

ble in ensuring we are all working ñon the same 

pageò. 

To all members, please support your Sub-Branch 

Executive and in turn the State Executive ï we 

cannot do our best for you without your support. 

To end this brief report, I look forward to work-

ing with members at all levels for the betterment 

of the veterans cause, and also working towards 

2016 which will be a momentous year for us all 

to commemorate our service in Vietnam and re-

member those who died and have suffered as a 

result of their service. 

F R O M  T H E  

P R E S I D E N T  
(contôd ) 

F R O M  T H E  

S E C R E T A R Y 

Feeling tired . 

Think Iôll go home 

EDITOR NOTE: 

Photo at head of President Report taken  at 40th Reunion of 
REôs OCS Portsea Course held in Qld last year. 

Donôt you just love a hard working leader!! 

Colour Sergeant Portsea 1973 
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SUPPORT OUR SERVICE PERSONNEL 

Senior citizens have taken to texting with 
gusto. They even have their own vocabu-
lary:  

BFF: Best Friend Fainted  
BYOT: Bring Your Own Teeth  
CBM: Covered by Medicare  
FWB: Friend with Beta-blockers  
LMDO: Laughing My Dentures Out  
GGPBL: Gotta Go, Pacemaker Battery Low!  

This is the only time you will see this phenome-
non in your lifetime. 

Calendar August 2014 

 

In August this year, we will have 5 Fridays, 5 Satur-
days and 5 Sundays. This happens only once every 
823 years. The Chinese call it 'Silver pockets full.ò Let 
the money roll in. 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thur Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

PUBLIC STATEMENT ð 28 February 2014 

RESPECT FOR MILITARY  

 

Again we see a total disrespect for the Australian military forces and their senior officers in the recent com-
ments by Senator Conroy in his attack on Lieutenant General Angus Campbell. 

While the Senator may consider he can point score against the military when he cannot obtain the same ad-
vantage against his political opponents he should note that many serving members of the military forces, 
supported by the ex-service community have a high degree of respect for men like General Campbell. 

 On behalf of the members of the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia that have indicated their con-
cern at this type of disrespect I would ask all our political representatives and media to consider their actions 
in future and at least give our military the same respect they would expect extended to themselves. 

 

Ken Foster 

National President  

Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia 

 

Colonel Rawnsley-Smythe, 89, and newly married to 
a 22-year-old, announced at his club that his new 
bride was expecting his baby. 

His oldest friend, ôBunterõ Oates, smiled sceptically 
and remarked: ôRemember old ôChoppersõ White? 
Crack shot, lion hunter, east Africa? 

ôOld Choppers was out stalking the savannah one 
day when this huge lion leapt at him. He raised his 
rifle but found heõd brought his umbrella instead.  

ôIn his panic he squeezed the handle, a shot rang 
out and the lion dropped dead. Bullet between the 
eyes.õ  

ôImpossible,õ exclaimed the Colonel. ôSomebody else 
must have pulled the trigger.õ 

ôThat, old boy,õ said Bunter, ôIs rather what Iõm 
getting at.õ 

Courage  

Initiative 

Respect 

Teamwork  
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Itôs been 11 years 

since Peter Liefman 

accepted an offer 

from RSL Victoria to 

move the VVAA 

State executive office 

into ANZAC House 

Melbourne. Since then the branch has enjoyed 

an excellent relationship with the RSL Head-

quarters folk, and it is not uncommon for 

MAJGEN David McLachlan, the Victorian 

RSL State President, to pop in to see what we 

are up to. Through the generosity of the Victo-

rian RSL, your executive has access to confer-

ence rooms, telephone, internet and mail ser-

vices, saving us significant amounts of money 

that would otherwise have been spent on ad-

ministrative running costs.   

 

R S L  S u p p o r t  o f  V V A A  c o n t i n u e s 


