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President Bob Elworthy AM 

Winter report 

It seems that every time I write I say what a great 

time it is to be a member of the National Vietnam 

Veterans Museum. It’s true, being a member not 

only puts you at the coalface of some exciting 

developments for YOUR museum, you are also 

materially helping YOUR museum to continue to 

develop and expand the story of the Australian 

Vietnam War experience. 

There is nothing like YOUR museum anywhere else 

in the world, no museum that tells the stories of 

Australian servicemen and women in such detail. 

The individual and unit trials and tribulations are an 

important part of the Vietnam War experience 

faithfully told at YOUR museum. But there is so 

much more to the Vietnam War era that YOUR 

museum is determined to tell as we expand our 

facility: Our allies, the enemy, how we got to 

Vietnam, the home front, political and industrial 

intrigue, the post-Vietnam War years, the Vietnam 

veteran legacy are just some of the intriguing 

stories yet to be told in detail. 

And to tell and display all of this in a manner 

befitting YOUR Vietnam War experiences, we need 

a large, modern, state of the art Museum in a 

prominent position. And we are on the way! Your 

intrepid Chairman and members of your Board 

have been out and about looking at potential sites 

for a new building, engaging with the local council 

and turning its attention to the levels of 

professional project management, design and 

construction needed to achieve the goal. 

While all of this has been going on, the General 

Manager and the amazing staff of YOUR museum 

have been beavering away: new displays, shows, 

special activities, display improvements, 

refurbishment activities, cataloguing, etc. In praise 

of YOUR museum staff, pinching Sir Winston 

Churchill’s quote seems appropriate “Never was so 

much owed by so many to so few”.    

A cherished piece of the US Vietnam “Wall” is now 

in our possession and will be placed in a prominent 

position. Your Chairman Kingsley Mundey AM took 

delivery of the 

piece at a simple 

but moving 

ceremony at the 

“Wall” in 

Washington from 

Mr. Jim Knotts 

President and CEO 

of the US Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial 

Fund, and I am 

delighted to advise that Mr. Jim Knotts and Mr. 

Viktor Zikas of the VVMF will be visiting YOUR 

museum on Sunday 2 June. The relationship 

between YOUR museum and the VVMF is certain to 

be of great value. 

 

JIM KNOTTS CEO ‘THE WALL’ 



Moves are afoot to add to our collection of big 

boys toys, including retrieving a 105mm recoilless 

rifle and 81 mm 

mortar which 

previously resided 

at the museum, 

continuing to 

collect pieces of 

armour and 

planning for the addition of significant aircraft, 

including a Cessna  

01 birddog. 

Australian RAAF 

pilots conducted 

FAC Ops in 

Vietnam flying US 

bird dogs. 

The first tranche of 

the Federal 

Government grant has been received, and the 

calendar for the delivery of further payments 

established, so it’s all go on that front. 

On a personal 

note, I have 

been doing 

some 

research into 

a memorial 

that was 

erected to the 

Australians near Baria in 1973 and later destroyed 

by the communists. A picture of the memorial  is 

included above.  You may recall there was 

information about this in the Autumn edition of Sit 

Rep. 

Tentatively, it is planned to replicate the memorial 

and have it placed in a suitable location at the new 

museum site. 

Cheers, Bob Elworthy                  

 

More from President Bob 

OUR ROVING CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD—KINGSLEY MUNDEY AM 

On the 25 May the Museum of Flight, Seattle, 

unveiled the B52, ‘Midnight Express’ as the 

centrepiece of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

Park. 

The dedication ceremony had aircraft flyovers 

including a Huey and Cobra, 

flag raising, introduction of 

Vietnam B52 crews, former 

POW’s, two Medal of Honor 

recipients, (like our VC’s), 

and a range of distinguished 

guests including General Jim 

Mattis USMC (retired) and the 25th Secretary od 

Defence. The ceremony was followed by a pinning 

event for all Vietnam Veterans. 

The project to restore and display the B52 began 

in 2012, took 7 years and US$3m. During the war 

the US lost 10,000 aircraft and a significant 

number of crew. The Memorial Park provides 

visitors with an understanding of the role aviation 

played in the war and the scope of loss in human 

life and aircraft. It provides a setting for veterans 

to connect, as well as a place for healing, 

discussion and to stimulate learning. 

The Americans do 

these events well. 

Best wishes 

Kingsley 

Kinsley & Jim Mattis 



 

REPORT FROM PHIL DRESSING GM 

Finances: Income to date is a little down 

compared to the same period last year.  

Visitation numbers: Visitor numbers for 2019 

to date have broken the previous records with 

three out of four months breaking previous 

records.  

Museum Accreditation Program (MAP): We are 

continuing to pursue accreditation. Goal posts tend 

to shift but we push on. 

New Potential Acquisitions: The Centurion and 

Scorpion Tank Turret Simulators are being made 

“Innocuous” meaning they can’t be fired. The 

transfer documents are being prepared. The Sabre 

jet procurement is back on the donations list. 

Procurement of an F111 cockpit continues.   

New Museum Building Project: We are in 

dialogue with a number of land owners and estate 

agents in regard to procuring land for our new 

home. Prospects have been narrowed down to 

three options. A decision on the preferred property 

is imminent. Our Chairman, Kingsley Mundey and 

Board Members, Ken Smith, Marcus Fielding met 

with Victorian State Treasurer, Minister Tim Pallas 

to discuss potential financial assistance for our 

new Museum. The Minister advised Treasury 

would be happy to assist us develop a Business 

Case for the $10 million requested. 

Education Facility: The Federal Government 

have also advised our Museum was successful in 

obtaining a further $42,500.00 grant under their 

Building Better Regions Fund.  

Volunteer Program: Volunteer Program 

Coordinators, Deb Barber and Ernie Lopes have 

resigned their positions citing health and time 

constraints. This provides us with the opportunity 

of reviewing our entire Volunteer Program. Our 

Volunteer software, “Better Impact” continues to 

be rolled out. Any individual wishing to volunteer 

at our Museum will be made most welcome to join 

our Volunteer workforce. Follow this link and 

express an interest on-line. https://

www.vietnamvetsmuseum.org/support 

Volunteer Training: In light of the above, 

volunteer training will be given a higher priority 

and delivered by face to face presentations and 

not “on-line” 

Friends of the Museum: Continues to grow. 

Canberra: Restoration continues. Volunteer, 

Jim Briggs proudly demonstrated the left 

undercarriage in working mode following his 

lengthy job of restoration. With addition of the 

wheel and internal hydraulic system the left hand 

undercarriage will be complete.   

“Dusted Off” A 

different musical 

event held at our 

Museum on 

Saturday 27th April 

was a huge success. 

The event attracted 

around 100 guests 

and everyone 

appeared to enjoy 

themselves. The 

principal performer, 

Brett Hunt, the son 

of Vietnam Veteran, 

Frank Hunt, received a standing ovation at the end 

of the concert. 

SCORPION TANK 



 

MORE FROM PHIL 

Perth and Tasmania visits: I was fortunate to 

recently meet the Western Australian Minister for 

Veterans Issues, Peter Tinley, himself a veteran to 

elaborate on our expansion plans. I spent over an 

hour with the Minister at his Parliamentary Office, 

Parliament House, Perth.. I also visited the RAAFA 

Perth Museum. I was most impressed and would 

commend a visit should the opportunity arise. I 

also visited the Tasmanian Minister for Veterans 

Affairs, Guy Barnett, while holidaying in Tasmania 

recently. The Minister was most impressed with 

what we’re trying to achieve with our expansion 

plans. 

Antonino Parrello Display: Has now been 

completed and is in situ. We’re looking to make 

some alterations to the Montagnard Display 

incorporating it into the AATTV Display area. 

Vietnam Conflict Timeline: The above display 

change also provides an opportunity to detail 

important events leading up to and including the 

Vietnam Conflict. The exercise has been time 

consuming but a great learning experience. It will 

give rise to a wall mounted timeline of the conflict.  

Army Tank Museum: I had the opportunity of 

visiting the Army’s Tank Museum located at 

Puckapunyal when they exhibited “Tracks in 

Vietnam” The exhibition showcased various 

vehicles used in the conflict. Of significant interest 

was a Centurion Tank cut down the middle with all 

the workings and munitions opened for viewing. 

One could walk between the halves. A remarkable 

exhibit. You felt like you were actually inside the 

tank. 

Behind the Wire Exhibit:  

Susan Gordon-

Brown’s Exhibit is to 

be packaged up and 

transferred to the 

Healesville RSL. The 

exhibit will be 

retuned to be 

permanently housed 

at our Museum. 

 

 

The Skippy Squadron - QANTAS in Vietnam 

exhibition open on the 25th May. It will run for six 

(6) months and showcases the 600 flights into and 

out of Saigon ferrying troops in to the war and out 

of it.  

Coming Museum Events:   

Sunday 9th June. Antiques Evaluation Day.  

Sunday 7th July. Free Local’s Day.   

Sunday 8th September. Big Boys Toys. 

Monday 11th November. Normie Rowe Concert.   

Thank you    Phil 



 

MEET VOLUNTEER JIM ARCHBOLD 

I was born in Lindfield NSW, raised in Mitcham, Vic 

for my school years and in 1964 joined the Victoria 

Police Force as a cadet. Graduating to Police 

Constable mid 1965 I was stationed at Russell 

Street for the later half of 1965 and 1966, 

performing beat and general duties. I was called 

up for National Service for two years commencing 

Feb 1967, Police were not exempt. After 

completing basic training at Puckapunyal in early 

1967 I was posted to the Royal Australian Provost 

Corps, Melbourne Detachment, before being sent 

to Vietnam from 26 Feb 1968 to 3 Jan 1969. 

Based at Vung Tau for a little over two months and 

Nui Dat detachment for 8 months. During that 

time I was awarded the Military Medal resulting 

from an action in the Delta in April. Also I was 

awarded a Unit Citation for Gallantry for duties at 

Fire Support Base Coral in May. Returning home 

and resuming duties with the Victoria Police Force 

at Russell Street, operating a Divisional van. In 

July 1969 I found myself outside the American 

Embassy on the 4th July, when probably the 

biggest demonstration occurred. Some of the 

demonstrators were genuine, but others came 

armed with nails that pointed in different directions 

and pockets full 

of marbles to 

throw under the 

police horses. A 

lot of people got 

hurt. Then I was 

granted a posting to Box Hill Police Station in late 

1969, performing divvy van duties until granted a 

transfer to Warrandyte in 1978. Then transferred 

to Ivanhoe Police HQ in 1987 as District Firearms 

Officer until retirement in late 2001. 

My hobbies include, fishing, target shooting, 

firearm safety instructions for Police Departments 

as a volunteer and catching up with grandkids, 

most of whom live north of Cairns. Going for drives 

in my 1969 Ford Falcon which I have owned for 

just over 50 years. Being a volunteer at the Vets 

Museum for about 4 years, where I enjoy helping 

Marion and Zoe by sourcing information and 

photos for various exhibitions that they put 

together, also performing guide work, taking 

visitors of all ages through the Museum explaining 

the various items on display and their role in, and 

Australia’s role in, the Vietnam Conflict. I take 

them through the work done in Vietnam by Army, 

Navy, Airforce and Civil units that were there. 

Then, of course, about the 521 Australians whom 

lost their lives during the Vietnam War. 

In the Museum there is a display case with some 

MP items that Jim has donated to us. You should 

look for it next time you visit, Thank you Jim, 

US EMBASSY JULY 1969 

JIM IN VIETNAM 



 

On February 24 1968, the first Centurion 

tanks of Australia’s C Squadron 1st Armoured 

Regiment, came ashore at South Vietnam’s 

Phuoc Tuy Province to join Australia’s Vietnam 

Task Force, which was based at Nui Dat. The 

tanks arrival followed that of the third infantry 

battalion, bringing the task force up to brigade 

strength. Well armoured, mobile and easy to 

maintain, the Centurions would demonstrate 

their value in numerous actions over the next 

three years. 

Built in Britain, the A41 Centurion’s original 

design was 

based on the 

lessons learned 

fighting German 

Panther tanks in 

WW11, Too late 

to see combat 

in that war, it 

more than held 

its own against 

the Soviet built 

T34/85’s it 

faced in Korea. 

Australia acquired its first Centurion, the Mk 3 

variant, in 1955. The Mk 3 incorporated the 

105mm main rifled gun with stabilizing 

mechanism, a more powerful engine and a 

100 gallon fuel tank to extend the range. Its 

coaxial L6A1 50 cal. machine gun served as a 

‘ranging gun’ for the main battery and was 

tied to the main gun’s fire control system, 

which limited it to three round bursts. 

Australia upgraded most of its Centurions to 

the Mk 5/1 before deploying them to Vietnam. 

The upgrade consisted of installing infrared 

sighting systems and replacing the two 

original 7.62mm Besa secondary machine 

guns with 30 calibre Browning’s, one fired by 

the tank gunner and the other on a flexible 

mount attached to the commander’s cupola. 

The absence of enemy tanks in Sth Vietnam 

drove the Centurion into a primary infantry 

support role, with several field modifications. 

Its gun fired four types of rounds: high 

explosive, armour piecing, smoke and 

canister. The last proved very effective against 

close-in infantry but most often was used to 

clear away brush and foliage to expose enemy 

bunkers and defensive positions. 

Specifications: 

51 tonnes, 9.8m long including main gun, 

3.38m wide, 3.01m high.  

152mm maximum thickness of armour, 

105mm rifled gun, 30cal. Browning secondary 

guns, 50 cal. ranging gun. 

Rolls Royce Meteor engine, 5 speed gearbox. 

80km range with maximum speed 35km/hr. 

DISPLAY OF ROUNDS FOR THE CENTURION 

 

Our Centurion was given to us by Bruno 

Grollo, the building and construction magnate. 

It lived for a couple of years behind the shop 

in San Remo, when the Museum was there. 

You can ask about how it got across the 

bridge to the present location in the Museum! 

CENTURION TANK—WIDOW MAKER 



 

WINTER 1969—50 YEARS AGO 

Keith Payne VC, was awarded this 

decoration for ‘gallantry in the face of the 

enemy’ on 24 May 1969, he was the fourth 

member of the AATTV to win the VC. His was 

the last VC to be awarded under the old 

British system and later VC’s came under the 

Australian Military awards. 

Keith was taking a 

patrol through the 

jungle at night when 

they came under fire 

from the enemy, Keith 

was wounded in the 

arm, but although 

bleeding he crawled 

through the 

undergrowth keeping members of his patrol 

quiet whom were also wounded. 

A regular soldier, he served from 1951 –1975 

and was involved in the Korean War, the 

Malayan Emergency and in Vietnam. 

 

The Battle of Binh Ba. Two companies 

from 5 RAR, supported by ACP and Tank 

troops and Australian helicopter gunships, 

engage house-to-house fighting to clear the 

town of a strong force of NVA regulars. The 

fighting destroyed much of the town and cost 

the NVA more than 100 dead for the loss of 

one Australian. 

Binh Ba today 

 

In August 1969 the Morgan Gallup Poll 

finds that 55% of our population wants our 

soldiers brought 

home from 

Vietnam. It 

heralded the start 

of protests and 

campaigns that eventually stopped 

conscription and lead to us leaving the war 

before the Americans. The following year we 



 

MEET BOARD MEMBER NEVILLE GOODWIN OAM 

Neville is a man who has devoted al most all 

of his life to longstanding service to local 

government and the Bass Coast community. 

Serving as a councillor with two shires, 1, the 

former Bass Valley council and 2, the Bass 

Coast Shire Council. Other local government 

experiences have included, City of Wyndham 

council where he spent 3 years travelling from 

his home in Woodleigh every day. Served also 

on the South East Australian Transport Study, 

Bass Coast Australia Day Council, Fire 

Prevention Committee, Major Events 

Committee, Municipal Emergency 

Management Committee, Gippsland Local 

Government Network and National Seachange 

Task Force. Community service has included 

Loch Football Club, Loch branch UDV. Bass 

Valley and Wonthaggi District Football Club, 

Werribee Rotary Club, Werribee Park Advisory 

Board, Werribee Zoo Advisory Board, Moonya 

Community Service and Grantville Hall and 

Rec reserve Committee, Grantville Market 

Committee, Wonthaggi Rotary Club, Victorian 

Desalination Project Community Liaison 

Group, Bass Valley Community Health, Port 

Phillip and Western Port CMA and the National 

Vietnam Veterans Museum. 

Apart from all that he was a private  building 

contractor, ran a dairy farm for 10 years, and 

beef and cattle for 22 years after that. 

He still found time to be able to be married for 

over 60 years, raised two children, a boy and 

a girl. Phew, such a busy man and well 

deserving of the Medal of the Order of 

Australia, we are so lucky to have him on the 

NVVM Board, where his experience in local 

government matters is really helpful. 

 

He is reported as saying at one time: “If there 

is a need, someone has to put their hand up. 

People are important, community is 

important. At the end of the day, that’s all we 

have left, family and community. Each person 

has to do their bit”. 

Neville also says, his wife Lyn has been so 

important in her support of his career and in 

his community work. 

He was instrumental in achieving the change 

of the name of the road where the NVVM is 

located to Veterans Drive. 

NEVILLE AND LYN GOODWIN 



 

PUCKAPANYAL MILITARY TRAINING CENTRE 

Puckapunyal, affectionally known as Pucka, is 

located only 12 km from Seymour. It is a large 

military base which also houses around 280 

families and has a major tourist attraction—

the Australian Army Tank Museum. 

The Museum’s mission is to preserve, exhibit 

and interpret armoured vehicles, artefacts, 

icons and memorabilia in order to promote 

and commemorate Australia’s Light Horse and 

Armoured Heritage. 

To gain entry to Puckapunyal Military Area, a 

photo ID is required for people 18 and over, 

see the website for more details: 

australianarmytankmuseum.com.au. 

The camp is known to a generation of 

Australians. It was the place where so many 

Vietnam War Nasho’s were sent for basic 

training in the 1960’s, (in fact Redgum’s ionic 

song, I was only 19’s opening line is, ‘Mum 

and Dad and Denny saw the passing out 

parade at Puckapunyal’). Today it is the 

largest military training centre in Victoria, 

covering almost 40,000 ha. 

The origin of the name, Puckapunyal, was 

used by local Aborigines to describe a hill 

which is in the military complex. No one knows 

exactly what the word means, but ideas have 

been looked at including: ‘valley of the winds, 

death to eagles, place of exile’, however the 

most likely is ‘the middle hill’. 

The association of the area with army training 

really began in 1904 with the establishment of 

a troop of Light Horse at Seymour. The rail 

connection, local terrain, good water supply 

made the area a convenient assembly point 

for military trainees who met annually for field 

exercises and official inspection. 

Thus when Lord Kitchener came to Australia in 

1910 to advise the government on military 

matters he inspected a major encampment at 

the racecourse and recommended it as a 

permanent military training area. 

When WW1 broke out a camp was set up and, 

in 1920, Seymour shire became the major 

military base in the State. 

In 1939 when WW2 started, it was used for 

training the US Army’s 41st Infantry Division 

along side Australian units. In February 1941 

the first units of the Royal Australian 

Armoured Corps moved to Puckapunyal. In 

1964 servicemen conscripted outside NSW and 

QLD were trained at Pucka in preparation for 

fighting in Vietnam. 

A few weeks ago an aged visitor to the 

Museum, told this lovely story. “ He was part 

of the old National Service back in the 1950’s. 

Anyhow, one evening after training they had a 

wonderful BBQ with nice fresh lamb chops etc, 

then eventually they all got into trouble. 

What had transpired was, that The Army had 

rented some of the land to a sheep farmer, 

and during live ammo training a ewe had got 

in the way and in the bunch of intakes was a 

butchers boy who knew how to cut it up. 

Some of their pay was stopped!!” 



 

OPERATION BALLARAT AUGUST 1967 

A Coy.7RAR, 106 Field Bty, 4 Field Reg,2RAR, 

35 Field Artillery Regt, US Army were involved 

in this operation in the Hat Dich area. 

Camps and bunker systems were to be 

located and ambushed prior to being 

destroyed by shellfire and attack. A Coy had 

been inserted by stealth to ambush camp 

trails. At 1040 hours it had found a well used 

track and 2 platoon had set a simple ambush 

and within a few minutes 2 enemy with rifles 

slung wandered into the ambush and were 

shot dead with a burst of M60 fire. The Coy 

OC estimated that an enemy squad was back 

along the track and sent 2 platoon to make 

contact and brought in artillery to cut off the 

retreat of the enemy. 100 metres along the 

track 2 personnel ran into heavy automatic 

fire from an enemy defensive positions. Our 

troops were sent to make a right flanking 

attack but were stopped by the enemy. The 

enemy had 7 machine guns and were firing at 

30mt towards the Australians. The rest of A 

Coy was committed with support from 

airstrikes and artillery, while the enemy 

replied with rockets, grenades, and machine 

guns. 

At 1430 hrs the enemy withdrew under 

intense artillery shelling and airstrike pressure. 

6 Australians were killed and 20 wounded 

although 12 of our wounded had only slight 

damage. An estimated 15 enemy were killed 

and 25 wounded, however their losses were 

thought to be a further 200 from airstrikes 

and artillery fire. 

Private Des Burley, the machine gunner of 3 

Section of 1 Platoon said: 

 “The bravest act that I saw in Vietnam was 

Gabby Hayes so intent on making sure that his 

section was down on the ground in firing 

position that he left 

himself completely 

exposed to enemy 

fire.  He never fired a 

shot and was riddled 

with machine gun 

rounds. My thoughts 

then were, what a 

waste of a good 

leader.” 
Gabby Hayes 

OUR TROOPS FLOWN INTO THE BATTLE AREA 



 

REMRMBERANCE PAGE 

Hugh Carlyle, 21, Adelaide South 

Australia. Hugh was one of three children, he 

attended Mitchell Park High School to 

Intermediate and was a 

bootmaker before he 

enlisted in January 

1966 at the age of 17 

as a regular soldier, his 

service number was 

43941 and he had 

spent 329 days in 

Vietnam. His father 

was a WW11 Veteran. 

Hugh was a trooper 

with B Squadron 3 Cavalry Regiment, he was 

killed in action when his APC was hit by anti-

tank rockets in Phuoc Tuy Province February 

18 1970 during a seven hour battle in the 

Long Hai hills. 

 

Ramon J P Deed, 21, Mildura, Victoria. The 

third in a family of four children. Ramon 

attended Mildura 

Technical School and 

at the time of his call 

up in February 1966 

was working as a 

truck jockey. The 

sapper with 1 Field 

Squadron died at the 

24 US Evac Hospital 

at Long Binh on 10th May 1967 of wounds 

received during mine laying operations at the 

Horseshoe, Phuoc Tuy the previous day. 

Ramon had been married six months when he 

died, and had only been in Vietnam for 59 

days. 

 

Ivan Alfred Woolley, 21, Murwillumbah, 

NSW. Scuba diving ‘Alfie’ joined the RAAF 

“because he wanted to do something for his 

country”. He volunteered for Vietnam with No 

2 Squadron 

and while 

home on R 

and R in 

November 

1969 

promised 

he would 

be back for 

good in 

February 

1970. Two 

weeks later he was injured and died on 

December 12 1969 in 12 US Hospital, South 

Vietnam. He had been in Vietnam for 290 



 

OPERATION PORTSEA—3 MARCH 1967 

The 6th Battalion RAR spearheaded the 

operation aimed at sweeping the Viet Cong 

from one of its last remaining strongholds in 

Phuoc Tuy province. Boarding helicopters at 

Luscombe airfield the Australian soldiers were 

flown to a jungle landing zone.  The 6th 

Battalion were supported by elements of the 

5th Battalion, the 3rd Cavalry Regiment and a 

squadron of the American Armoured Car 

Regiment. It was the biggest operation so far 

conducted by Australian troops in Vietnam. It 

was also the first operation in which allied 

troops were controlled by the Task Force 

Commander, Brigadier S G Graham. Operation 

Portsea succeeded in disrupting a planned 

offensive by the Viet Cong 275 Regiment 

against populated areas south of Phuoc Tuy 

Province. 

Units involved were: 1 Australian Task Force 

Regiment, 3 Cavalry Regiment, 5 RAR, 6 RAR, 

and the United States Army. 

An interesting feature of this operation was 

the use of river assault by the US Assault 

Pioneer Platoon to search the Song Rai River. 

This experiment was successful and enabled 

the pioneers to locate otherwise difficult to 

detect Viet Cong riverside camps and 

sampans, as well as practice their 

watermanship. 

113 tonnes of rice, 150 litres of cooking oil 

and 1800 kilograms of salt were found. 

Casualties: 1 died in action, 3 died of wounds, 

6 were wounded during the battle. 



 

AATTV THE MIDDLE YEARS 

Colonel O D  (David) Jackson assumed command 

of the AATTV on 1 February 1965. With increasing 

enemy activity throughout South Vietnam, the war 

for the Team changed markedly from this year on. 

With approval to move into advisory positions in 

ARVN battalions and 

RF/PF units, the Team 

also provided advisors 

to commanders and 

staff at district, 

province and senior 

military headquarters. 

These deployments, 

mainly in the 1 Corps 

Tactical Zone at the 

top of South Vietnam, 

saw Australians joining with American 

detachments to form small teams of advisors 

located with battalions and companies. 

Team members also joined programs managed by 

US Special Forces and a subsidiary organisation of 

the CIA. Captain Barry Peterson’s ‘command’ of a 

1000 man Montagnard force in the Central 

Highlands over two years is a remarkable story. 

Captain Ian Teague’s control of People’s Action 

Teams in Quang Ngai Province and beyond is a 

similar story. 

The Team increased to an average of 100 

personnel and Colonel Jackson believed that the 

operations to the Demilitarised Zone between 

North and South required continuing strong 

advisory support. Fighting in this region was 

becoming more conventional with artillery, rockets, 

flamethrowers and some tanks appearing on the 

battlefield. 

Greater participation with the US Special Forces, 

ethnic units, which were located along the border 

regions with North Vietnam and Laos and formed 

into ready reaction groups, including AATTV 

personnel. The Duc My Ranger Training Centre, 

near Nha Trang, was producing excellent results 

with AATTV instructors adopting techniques from 

the Australian Jungle Training Centre at Canungra. 

AATTV personnel were spreading throughout 

South Vietnam over the middle years of the war 

with increasing deployments into combat related 

tasks. AATTV advisors were now serving in two 

ARVN divisions, with RF/PF and similar tasks in 

provinces and districts, with US Special Forces and 

Vietnamese Ranger battalions, as well as in 

training establishments and CIA locations. 

In addition, the Team moved into Phuoc Tuy 

Province and down into provinces of the Mekong 

Delta, south of Saigon. Following the ferocious 

battles of 1968, the deadliest year of the war, a 

change in the characteristic of an advisor 

emphasised maturity, tolerance and an older 

soldier capable of advising village self help 

programs as well as serving in South Vietnamese 

infantry units. 

 

COLONEL DAVID JACKSON 

TRAINING MONTAGNARD  



 

NVVM IN PICTURES 



 

BOOK REVIEW—GOING BACK BY GARY McKAY 

“What I thought I knew about the 

Vietnam War didn’t even come close to 

scratching the surface of what the 

Vietnam experience really was all 

about for my father and his fellow 

veterans……….After going to Vietnam 

with him, I felt I finally understood 

him a little better” 

Kelly McKay 

Going Back is a detailed and highly 

personal collection of the experiences of 

Australian Vietnam War veterans as they 

journey back to the land where they once 

fought and lost their innocence. Veteran and 

author Gary McKay has travelled with and 

interviewed over thirty veterans, and their 

partners and 

families, who 

have returned to 

Vietnam. Going 

Back records 

their strong and 

sometimes 

unexpected reactions to a country that has in 

places changed beyond all recognition, and is 

elsewhere all to familiar. It also contains 

essential practical travelling advice about 

travelling to Vietnam. 

An infantryman who was wounded in action 

and who lost several comrades during his tour 

of duty, Gary 

McKay has since 

travelled to 

Vietnam several 

times on 

research trips 

for his many 

books on 

Australia’s 

longest war. His personal experiences of going 

back, and those of his daughter, bring the 

harsh reality of returning to former 

battlefields onto the page for all to share. 

GARY McKAY 



 

UNBOXING THE AIRMAN. 

A 1591 pound (721 kl) crate was delivered to 

the Museum of Flight, where artist Jim Nance 

has his studio, The box contained the 8.5 foot  

(2.6m) bronze statue of the airman that will 

be featured in the new Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial Park. People from the Museum’s 

Exhibits and Development departments, as 

well as Sellen Constructions, were on hand as 

the crate was carefully opened in the west 

corner of the Aviation Pavilion. The airman 

statue will be installed in the park later in 

April. 

Sculptor Jim Nance graduated from the US 

Airforce Academy and served as a pilot for 5 

years, including a tour in Vietnam. He has 

worked on several Vietnam related pieces in 

recent years including 

a topographical map 

of Vietnam and 

Southeast Asia 

displayed in the 

Museum’s ‘Vietnam 

Divided’ exhibit in the T A Wilson Great 

Gallery. This information was sent through by 

Kingsley Mundey, Chairman of the NVVM 

Board, Thanks Mate……………Ed 

MUSEUM OF FLIGHT COLORADO USA 

JIM NANCE WITH 

SOME OF HIS WORKS 



 

GUNNEDAH WATER TOWER MUSEUM 

The Gunnedah Water Tower Museum, of 

course started its life in 1908 supplying water 

to the town until 1958 when it became 

disused. Anyhow the good citizens of 

Gunnedah decided that instead of letting the 

building waste away, they made it into a 

museum, displaying local culture and artifacts, 

including a military section that shows our 

involvement in the Vietnam War. 

In an effort to honour the local citizens whom 

were called up for service during the Vietnam 

War, the museum arranged for artist Jenny 

McCracken to paint two large murals on the 

walls of the water tower. Getting a grant from 

the NSW Government the paintings were 

completed and opened on Anzac Day this 

year. 

Laurie Jones, a RAN Vietnam Vet and a 

Volunteer at our Museum found this 

information and we thought many of you 

might like to visit that museum should you be 

travelling in that direction to view the artwork. 

Thanks Laurie. 

A quote from Margaret 

Thatcher who said: 

“Politicians are like 

babies, the need to be 

changed regularly, and 

for the 

same 

reason!” 



 

EVENTS COMING UP AT NVVM 

8 SEPTEMBER   BIG BOYS TOYS 




