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F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  

Great news! The Victorian State 

Government has approved the 

finance for our 2016 commem-

orative program, so we can look 

forward with great expectation 

to next year. The activities pro-

gram can be found in this news-

letter and I encourage you all to 

put the dates in your diary, and 

clear the decks for next year. I 

have taken the opportunity to 

write an open letter to all mem-

bers about next year which is 

also included in this newsletter. 

I am delighted to advise that 

your executive has decided to 

strike a special members badge 

for 2016 as a way of saying 

thank you for joining us on what 

will be a wonderful journey next 

year. The badge is for 2016 fi-

nancial members only at no ad-

ditional cost to your annual sub-

scription cost, and will not be 

available for anyone else. So, 

get your subs in early and wear 

your member badge with pride.  

I have mentioned many times 

how fortunate we are as veter-

ans to live in Victoria with such 

bi-partisan support for the vet-

eran community. I am full of 

praise for the Victorian State 

Government and its desire to 

ensure that Vietnam veterans are 

recognized appropriately-in this state 

at least-and the personal interest of 

both the Premier and the State Min-

ister for Veterans. I have received 

nothing but encouragement and sup-

port from members of the Depart-

ment of Premier and Cabinet as we 

have developed our program for next 

year, and this in turn has given great 

confidence to your Commemorations 

Committee Chair Ken Baker and the 

other mem- bers of the 

com-

mittee. Already, the Minister for Vet-

erans has attended the museum to 

formally announce the government 

support for our 2016 commemora-

tions and the grant to the museum, 

and launched the history competi-

tion.  

In stark contrast, I believe that sup-

port from the Federal Government 

has been disappointing in the ex-

treme, with most of the few Vietnam 

War related activities being Canberra 

centric. Despite specific advice by me 

to the then Minister for Veterans 

Affairs that interstate Vietnam veter-

ans were unlikely to travel to Canber-

ra, and in particular, Victorian Vi-

etnam Veterans would remain in Vic-

toria to take part in our own com-

memorations. Further, despite en-

couraging noises of support for our 

program, what has materialized is a 

nation-wide grant program, capped 

at a maximum of $20,000 per appli-

cation which provides no surety of 

being successful, with assessment 

committees being set up in each 

state to make recommendations to 

Canberra. Further, despite significant 

lobbying by the VetRide folk, no fed-

eral support of any substance has 

been forthcoming-I think that is em-

barrassing for the federal govern-

ment given the support for the ride 

from the state government. Bureau-

cratic opinion that VetRide 2016 was 

not a commemorative event caused 

me to write a response which is in-

cluded in this newsletter. Perhaps, 

this one example of the attitude of 

the bureaucracy to our commemora-

tive plans and what they mean to us 

as Vietnam veterans says a lot about 

the thinking in Canberra; they just 

don’t get it or us; they just don’t get 

how important these commemora-

tions are to us. Remind anyone of the 

70’s?  

Sadly we have recently lost three 

great Vietnam veterans: Jim Bourke, 

John Deighton and Digger James. All  

highly decorated, highly respected 

men who achieved much in uniform 

and much in their civilian endeav-

….. your executive has decided 

to strike a special members 

badge for 2016 as a way of 

saying thank you for joining us 

on what will be a wonderful 

journey next year.  

The badge is for 2016 financial 

members only at no additional 

cost to your annual 

subscription cost, and will not 

be available for anyone else. 

So, get your subs in early and 

wear your member badge 

with pride. 
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ours. Jim drove Operation Veterans 

Home using his own resources and 

finally embarrassed federal bureau-

crats and the Government of the day 

to get involved. John provided great 

leadership and drive as CEO of the 

Victorian RSL, overseeing many mod-

ern day changes and brought his 

great knowledge to the Victorian Vet-

erans Council. I was honoured to de-

liver a soldier’s farewell at Jim 

Bourke’s funeral. Digger James’ biog-

raphy shows a remarkable career and 

prestigious service to a wide range of  

pursuits both military and civilian. We 

may never see their like again. 

Vietnam Veterans Day 2015 was a 

resounding success and the feedback 

and response from the 1RAR Group 

attendees has been nothing short of 

superb. Victoria stood as the only 

location to formally acknowledge the 

50th anniversary of the deployment of 

the 1RAR Group to Vietnam and as a 

result many interstate visitors attend-

ed the service at the Shrine. The 

State Premier, State Minister for Vet-

erans, state opposition leader and 

deputy leader and the usual line up 

of senior ADF, ex-service and govern-

ment officials attended and the key-

note address was delivered by a 

member of 1Bn first tour. The day 

has been given substantial exposure 

across the 1RAR network and other 

social networks and a big article was 

written for the 173rd Airborne Brigade 

Association newsletter. Congratula-

tions to Maurie Benson and your ex-

ecutive for having the courage to 

take on the anniversary commemora-

tions, Victoria’s reputation has been 

significantly enhanced as a result.  

The Branch commenced “Operation 

Reconnect” in October, a mail out to 

F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  ( cont ’d )  

over 1600 former members of the 

Branch. The aim is to reconnect with 

the veterans and invite them to join 

us for our commemorative program 

next year. The mail out will be sup-

ported by media releases by all Sub-

Branches. Assistant Secretary Sue 

(our membership manager) and Exec-

utive Officer Lindsay took on the 

mammoth task. It is now up to the 

Sub-Branches to respond to queries 

and also to encourage their own 

members to look up mates who have 

been absent for a while.   

The state council visited Lakes En-

trance in July for the first time in at 

least 5 years, and closed out the year 

in Castlemaine. The meeting in Lakes 

Entrance attracted significant media 

coverage in the local papers. My 

thanks to those larger sub-branches 

who continue to generously sponsor 

the smaller sub-branches to enable 

them to hold the council meetings in 

their area. I have requested that the 

Branch AGM be brought forward by a 

week or so to enable the council to 

ensure that it is fully prepared for the 

gravesite commemorations on 21 

February. 

The State Council meeting at Castle-

maine was charged with excitement 

and enthusiasm after Alma Elliot un-

veiled the commemorative quilt for 

council members. The comments 

about the quilt were overwhelmingly 

positive. It is a magnificent achieve-

ment of which we can all be proud 

and it will bring significant attention 

and good will to the branch as it is 

displayed across the state, and it will 

stand as a powerful reminder of us to 

future visitors to the museum where 

it will hang in a prominent position. 

On behalf of all members I thank Al-

ma Elliot for her magnificent coordi-

nation of the sub-branch activities to 

make the quilt a reality, and I am de-

lighted to advise that Alma has ac-

cepted my offer to take part in the 

school student tour of Vietnam in 

2016 as a way of thanking her for her 

outstanding work. 

 l want to acknowledge everyone 

who has volunteered to be part of 

the gravesite commemorations; 

thank you. You will be part of a 

unique and moving experience, and I 

am confident that you will carry out 

your assigned role with dignity and 

care, irrespective of whether there 

are 100 attendees at your particular 

commemoration or none at all. The 

98 Vietnam veterans buried across 

Victoria are deserving of our respect 

and acknowledgment and I call on 

every one of our members to make a 

special effort to attend: the occasion 

warrants our attendance in large 

numbers. We have received wonder-

ful feedback from next of kin, and the 

commemorations will create great 

interest across the state with signifi-

cant media coverage certain. All fed-

eral and state Victorian members of 

parliament will be advised of the 

commemorations.  

Following on from the promotion of 

the NVVM at the VVAA National Con-

gress, Friends of the Museum wel-

comed the Townsville VVAA Sub-

Branch as its first interstate life sub-

scriber; the NT Branch are also 

Friends members. As mentioned ear-

lier, the State Minister for Veterans 

visited in September and announced 

a grant of $250,000 to the museum 

to assist with significant projects. The 

grant funds will be used to replace 

the museum roof (already done) seal-
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ing of the carpark to be completed 

by Christmas, provide security fenc-

ing, install an alternative power sup-

ply system, provide an audio capabil-

ity throughout the museum, and 

some general upgrading of office and 

storage facilities. A revamp of the 

front of house is high on the priority 

list for future works. 

There has been discussion at state 

council meetings regarding the 

length of tenure for sub-branch exec-

utive members with some council 

members in favour of allowing exec-

utive members to be elected for a 

two year period to give more certain-

ty to committee membership and to 

overcome executive election turbu-

lence and executive position vacan-

cies. Provision for extended tenures 

has been made in the constitution. 

This raises the possibility of conflict 

between the state and national con-

stitution in the future, which I have 

already flagged to national. 

Badge week was an outstanding suc-

cess, one of the better results for 

many years with a number of sub-

branches reporting record income 

and increasing interest within the 

younger generations. Restrictions 

applying to access to, and freedom of 

operation within train stations are on 

the increase and Secretary Peter 

Bright is to be complimented on his 

crisis management of the matter and 

his ultimate success. The future form 

of badge week is open for discussion. 

My wife Lyn and I had the privilege of 

attending Outer Eastern Melbourne 

Sub-Branch’s 20th birthday dinner 

dance recently and what a grand 

night it was. The sub-branch has 

achieved much in its life and is now 

our largest sub-branch and certainly 

one of our most progressive and ac-

tive with an enviable suite of mem-

ber focused activities, community 

involvement and welfare related ac-

tivities.  I was delighted to 

acknowledge the sub-branch 

achievements during a short address 

and to present a certificate of 

acknowledgement to mark the occa-

sion.   

We also attended a concert put on 

by the next generation of young Viet-

namese to mark the 40th anniversary 

of the arrival of the first boat people. 

It is quite clear and quite humbling to 

know that they hold us in a place of 

great esteem, and I want to encour-

age us all to do more to engage with 

the4 Vietnamese; it is my intention 

that they be included in 2016 activi-

ties as much as possible. The pro-

ceeds from the concert will be donat-

ed to the branch.  

I attended national council in Canber-

ra in late October.  

It is interesting to look back at the 

number of sponsorship “firsts” the 

branch has been involved in this 

year: 

*Printing costs for a book titled “A 

Shrine on the Mountain” which tells 

the story of the construction of a 

church at Kinglake by the local resi-

dents to honour their WWI dead, the 

history of the church and its destruc-

tion during the Black Saturday bush-

fires in 2009. 

*Sponsorship of stage play “Foxholes 

of the Mind” which deals with the 

issues of PTSD and mental health. 

The play will tour Victoria extensively 

next year.  

*Sponsorship of “Minefields and 

Miniskirts”, a stage play that was 

conducted around the major exhibits 

at the National Vietnam Veterans 

Museum and played to packed hous-

es.   

*sponsorship of the fit out ($10,000) 

of one of the new short term emer-

gency accommodation units that 

have been built by the state govern-

ment in Richmond to accommodate 

younger veterans and their families 

in need. 

*Becoming a Friends of the National 

Vietnam Veterans Museum life sub-

scriber.  

*Financial support to assist some 

1RAR first tour members to travel to 

Melbourne for VV Day 2015, where 

the emphasis of the commemora-

tions and keynote address focused 

on the 50th anniversary of the de-

ployment of the 1RAR group to Vi-

etnam. 

In addition to these new sponsor-

ships we continue to provide a $500 

school prize to the Vietnamese com-

munity and $750 to the Veterans 

Story Writing and Arts Competition. 

In closing, I want to thank your hard 

working State Branch Executive Com-

mittee, Len Barlow the webmaster 

who has been under constant pres-

sure from me to get the 50th anniver-

sary stuff up, and all the members 

for their support during my tenth 

year as your President. From Lyn and 

I have a happy and holy Christmas, a 

safe new year and a fulfilling, mean-

ingful and enjoyable 2016-our time 

to shine! 

Bob Elworthy   

F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  ( cont ’d )  
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cuss how best your support can be 

utilised. 

If you happen to change your ad-

dress, please let your Sub-Branch 

know so we can keep in contact with 

you and make sure you get your cop-

ies of both FSB VIC and Debrief. 

As we age, we need to ensure that 

we have our personal affairs in order, 

it would certainly make a very trau-

matic time less stressful for those 

who are trying to cope with their 

grief.  An information kit “Planning 

Ahead – A Guide to putting your 

Affairs in Order” can be obtained 

from your nearest DVA Office (133 

254, Regional callers 1800 555 254, 

International callers 61 2 6289 1133 ) 

or you can view the same document 

on the DVA website at 

www.dva.gov.au 

Finally, best wishes for the coming 

festive season and if you are travel-

ling, please drive carefully and aim to 

arrive at your destination, and ulti-

mately at home, safely. 

Peter Bright 

Secretary 

VVAA Victorian Branch 

Here we are again at the end of the 

year which seems to have gone so 

fast but we must remember not to let 

the time go by without doing some-

thing important – like looking after 

yourself and your family, and also 

your mates where you can. 

2016 is shaping up to be a big year so 

be ready for a very busy year with 

several special events occurring – see 

the website at vvaavic.org.au for fur-

ther information. 

Our Membership Team of Lindsay 

and Sue McQueen have been very 

busy with Operation Reconnect and 

have sent individual letters out to 

some 1,800 members who have not 

renewed their membership, to make 

sure they are aware that 2016 marks 

the 50th Anniversary of the Battle of 

Long Tan and is thus a very signifi-

cant time for us as veterans and our 

families, and also of that the Victori-

an Branch 50th Anniversary Com-

memorative Committee has put to-

gether a number of activities for next 

year that will honour our motto 

“Honour the Dead, but Fight Like 

Hell for the Living”.   

Be a part of this process and if you 

are aware of any Vietnam Veteran 

who has not renewed their member-

ship, or has never been a member, 

encourage them to come along and 

join in the commemorations planned 

for 2016 bearing in mind that for 

many of our fellow Vietnam veter-

ans, 2016 may well be the last op-

portunity to participate in meaning-

ful commemorations and family ac-

tivities due to their advancing age 

and the ravages of their war service 

on their bodies. 

Annual General meetings for all of 

our Sub-Branches will be taking place 

shortly and your Sub-Branch will be 

looking for members to fill the avail-

able positions on the Sub-Branch 

Executive. If you feel that you have a 

capacity to support your Sub-Branch 

(don’t be shy!!), please quickly get in 

contact with your Sub-Branch to dis-

F R O M  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  

N E W M I N I S T E R  F O R   

V E T E R A N S  A F F A I R S  
Stuart Robert MP, the Liberal Party member for Fadden (Qld) is the new Minis-
ter for Veterans Affairs. He served in the Army from 1988-99, an ADFA graduate 
he deployed to Bougainville in 1998. He was elected to Federal Parliament in 
2007, and has held the seat of Fadden since. Prior to his appointment as Veter-
ans Affairs Minister, he was the Assistant Minister for Defence.  

Apart from his Veterans Affairs portfolio, he is also the Minister assisting the 

Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC, and the Minister for Human Ser-

vices.  
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For the past 20 years Denis Baguley 

has worked diligently as CEO of the 

Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance 

and has been fortunate to retire from 

that position with many amazing 

memories of working with the veter-

an community and the public in gen-

eral. 

Highlights for Denis, and a factor that 

saw him decide not to retire earlier, 

was the redevelopment of the Shrine. 

In 2003 the Visitor Centre was added 

followed in 2005 with an Education 

Centre. Leading up to the Centenary 

of Anzac in 2015 a new Auditorium 

was added. All time consuming pro-

jects but ones Denis looks back on 

with well deserved pride. 

So what lies ahead for a man well 

versed in the pressures of business? 

It’s not surprising that he and his wife 

intend to head off and enjoy their 

caravan as they explore some of 

what Australia has to offer. Some-

how it is hard to see Denis sitting 

somewhat idle for too long.  

The VVAA Victorian Branch wishes 

Denis and his wife  safe travels and a 

big vote of thanks for the cooperative 

and professional  manner we have 

experienced in our dealings with him 

and Shrine staff over many years. 

Mr. Dean Lee has replaced Denis Ba-

guley as Chief Executive Officer, 

Shrine of Remembrance, with effect 

from 13 July 2015. 

Dean is a Graduate of the Australian 

Institute of Company Directors and a 

Project Management Professional. He 

was Chief Executive of the Perth Con-

vention & Exhibition Centre from 

2009 to 2012. Most recently, he was 

responsible for establishing the Na-

tional ANZAC Centre in Albany, West-

ern Australia within the historic Herit-

age Park Precinct. 

 

1 Proceeding Commemorative Quilt touring display July 2015 to June 2016 

2 Proceeding History Competition      November 2015 – May 2016 

3 Planned Vietnamese Community TET Festival February 2016 

4 Proceeding Gravesite Commemorations Sunday, 21 February 2016 

5 Proceeding All points VetRide to Canberra 14-20 March 2016 

 
6 

Proceeding ANZAC Day 2016 Vietnam Veterans lead March Monday 25 April 2016 

7 Planned Ladies Luncheon for partners and carers June 2016 

8 Proceeding Civic Reception at National Gallery of Victoria Wednesday 6 July 2016 

9 Proceeding Vietnam Veterans Day-Veteran March and Service Thursday 18 August 2016 

10 Proposed AFL Themed Match at MCG August 2016 

11 Proceeding Church Service of Thanksgiving, St Paul’s Cathedral Wednesday 5 October 2016 

12 Proceeding National Vietnam Veterans Museum Open Day November 2016 

13 Proceeding Family Day Seymour Racecourse 21 November 2016 

VVAA VIC COMMEMORATIVE ACTIVITIES 2016 

M E L B O U R N E  S H R I N E  C E O  R E T I R E S  
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quests from sub-branches for the quilt to be displayed in 

council offices and the like. 

It should be noted that given the unique nature of the quilt 

and its irreplaceable value to the Branch, that the Com-

memorative Committee will apply strict controls on the 

display of the quilt. Prospective sites for display will be as-

sessed by the committee, and if not satisfied as to the safe-

ty and security of the quilt, the committee may refuse the 

loan of the quilt.  

The state executive is seeking adequate insurance cover 

for the quilt. 

The quilt will be presented to the National Vietnam Veter-

ans Museum at the museum open day in November 2016 

where it will be laid up for permanent display.    

The quilt was unveiled at the state council at Castlemaine 

in November. The sheer size, complexity and the messages 

within the quilt had a profound impact on the members of 

the state council. It is a magnificent piece; it provides a de-

tailed snapshot of the branch at a point in time and is a 

tribute to all who worked on it, especially our “Quilt Lady” 

Alma Elliot who has coordinated the sub-branch input and 

additional pieces sewn into the quilt. 

The quilt is available for display, and sub-branches wishing 

to display the quilt are to contact Bob Elworthy at sthele-

na@bigpond.com with a written request for the dates re-

quired. The quilt is already in high demand, so sub-

branches are encouraged to get their bids in early. The 

Commemorative Committee is also open to receiving re-

C O M M E M O R A T I V E  Q U I L T  

Extracts from Tasmanian Senator Lambie’s Veterans’ Enti-

tlements Amendment (Expanded Gold Card Access) Bill to 

the Senate. 

“ … an unprecedented veterans’ suicide and homelessness 

crisis grips Australia today which can be attributed to  poor 

management of Australia’s military resources and defence 

personnel – by successive governments.”  

“the purpose of the Veterans’ Entitlements Amendment 

(Expanded Gold Card Access) Bill 2015 is to amend the Vet-

erans’ Entitlements Act 1986 (Cth) so that all veterans, in-

cluding peacekeepers and peacemakers or former mem-

bers of Australia’s Defence Force, who have served in war 

or war-like operations, (and for related purposes) are pro-

vided medical and psychological treatment free-of-charge 

– as a right of service – the best medical treatment Austral-

ia has to offer i.e. Health Gold Card benefits.” 

“By making access to a Gold Card a tick and flick exercise 

….. it will allow vulnerable and often damaged people to 

bypass a traumatic and further damaging administrative 

process and immediately receive the medical care they 

need to get well.” 

“The passage of this legislation, which enables the auto-

matic issuing of a health Gold Card entitling free treat-

ment, is an effective early intervention action, which will 

save hundreds of Australian lives, billions of dollars and a 

million heartaches.” 

“A major cause of Australia’s obscene veterans’ suicide 

rate (apart from systemic under-resourcing and over-

commitment to international operations) is the unneces-

sary psychological damage caused during our veterans’ 

bureaucratic fight for Gold Card guaranteed medical treat-

ment.” 

Editorial Comment: 

The above are extracts of Sen Lambie’s Veterans’ Entitlements 

Amendment (Expanded Gold Card Access) Bill 2015 and are in-

cluded here for your consumption-draw your own conclusions. 

The full speech can be read at: 

http://senatorlambie.com.au/2015/11/veterans-entitlements-

amendment-expanded-gold-card-access-bill-2015/ . 

S e n  L a m b i e  t a b l e s  V e t e r a n  E n ti t l e m e n t s  

A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  t o  t a c k l e  v e t e r a n  s u i c i d e  

mailto:sthelena@bigpond.com
mailto:sthelena@bigpond.com
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23 October 2015 

The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs and Minister Assisting 

the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC, Stuart 

Robert, today outlined his priorities for the next 12 months 

for improving Government support and services provided 

to Australia’s ex-service community. 

Speaking at the Legacy National Conference in Albury, NSW 

Mr Robert declared his intention to transform Department 

of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) processes from being claims fo-

cused to being people focused. 

“In recognition of their service, Australia’s veterans have 

earned a special place in our society,” Mr Robert said. 

“We owe veterans and their families a debt of gratitude for 

their service and sacrifice, and that includes easy access to 

all the compensation and benefits to which they are enti-

tled, along with vocational rehabilitation options and op-

portunities to enhance their health and wellbeing.” 

To this end, the Minister announced his priorities would be 

to streamline claims processes; upgrade and integrate IT 

systems; improve the transition processes for personnel 

leaving military service; provide vocational rehabilitation 

options to assist those who are able to return to the work-

force; and ensure the ongoing availability of mental health 

resources and treatments. 

Mr Robert said he admired Legacy’s extraordinary work 

over more than nine decades to support Australia’s veter-

ans and their families through difficult times. 

“I know it is of great comfort to our Australian Defence 

Force personnel deployed on operations to know that 

should the worst happen while they are serving our nation, 

Legacy and others, including the Government, will care for 

their families. 

“Legacy’s role in ‘Keeping the Promise’ means that veter-

ans’ loved ones will have help during tough times.” 

A  M o r e  C l i e n t  F o c u s e d  V e t e r a n  S e r v i c e  

Saturday, 10 October 2015 

Tackling the mental health challenges faced by veterans and their families is a priority for the Australian Government, the 

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Stuart Robert, said today during an address to the RSL WA Branch Annual State Congress 

Minister promises client -focused service approach for veterans  

Minister for Veterans   Wednesday 11 November 2015 

An estimated 500 Victorian veterans who were seriously 
injured on Australian soil during their service are now eligi-
ble for free public transport travel passes. 

In July, the Andrews Labor Government changed the eligi-
bility requirements for free travel, removing the require-
ment that a recipient had served overseas at war or in 
peacekeeping operations. Some 30 eligible veterans have 
applied, and are now taking advantage of the changes. 

Previously, veterans classified as Totally Permanently Inca-
pacitated or Extreme Disablement Adjustment were only 
eligible for a Public Transport Victoria Free Travel Pass if 
their injuries were sustained in service overseas. The 
change means veterans injured in training operations and 
other incidents will now get the support they deserve. 

The Labor Government recently unveiled the Veterans Ac-

commodation Project, which gives Victoria’s veterans fac-
ing hardship a chance to find their feet again with emer-
gency accommodation. 

The Labor Government’s 2015-16 Victorian Budget pro-
vides $400,000 to support the wellbeing of veterans and 
their families, working with the RSL to safeguard the wel-
fare of the men and women who served our country. In 
addition, the Budget provides $1 million to host a Vietnam 
Veterans’ Parade commemorating the 50th anniversary of 
the Battle of Long Tan. 

The Victorian Veterans Council is also conducting a com-
munity review of the veterans sector, to better understand 
the problems faced by veterans and their families, and how 
Victoria can better attend to their needs. 

Applicants who are approved for a Free Travel Pass will 
receive a Myki Card with their photo. Application forms can 
be found at www.ptv.vic.gov.au 

Victorian Government Extends Free Travel Entitlement  

http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/category/media-release/minister-for-veterans
http://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/
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Minister for Veterans  

Friday 30 October 2015 

Victorian students can now apply for 
a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
visit Vietnam as part of a study tour 
to mark the 50th anniversary of the 
Battle of Long Tan. 

Minister for Veterans John Eren re-
cently joined the Vietnam Veterans 
Association of Australia Victorian 
Branch (VVAA Victorian Branch) Edu-
cation Team at Albert Park College, 
which teaches students about the 
war that helped shape Australia’s 
military history. Some 60,000 Austral-
ian ground troops, air force and navy 
personnel served in Vietnam, and 521 
were killed. 

The Andrews Labor Government and 
the VVAA Victorian Branch will sup-
port ten students to see for them-
selves a nation so pivotal to Austral-
ia’s story, and to learn more about 
the sacrifices of our Vietnam veter-

E n t r i e s  O p e n  f o r  V i e t n a m  W a r  H i s t o r y  

C o m p e ti ti o n  

ans. The group will visit Australia’s 
key battle sites, as well as places of 
historical significance in Ho Chi Minh, 
Saigon and Hanoi. 

When entering, students are asked to 
explore the topic of the 
“controversial Vietnam War”, and the 
issues that prompted debate 
amongst a nation. The 13-year war 
was set against a backdrop of divided 
public opinion over conscription and 
the use of chemical and guerrilla war-
fare. The Vietnam War was the first 
to be played out on television. 

The study group will be announced at 
the Vietnam Veterans State Recep-
tion at the National Gallery of Victo-
ria. The group will travel in Septem-
ber 2016. 

For more information visit 
www.vvaavic.org.au 

Quotes attributable to Minister for 
Veterans, John Eren 

“As we reflect on 50 years since the 

Battle of Long Tan, we should remem-
ber those that gave their lives for Aus-
tralia, and safeguard their legacy for 
younger generations to cherish.” 

“Our students are our future. This is 
our opportunity to teach them about 
a time that shaped our nation, and 
their chance to learn for themselves 
about our wartime history.” 

Quotes attributable to VVAA Victori-
an Branch State President, Bob El-
worthy AM 

“This competition is a great oppor-
tunity for young Victorians to learn 
more about the history of the Vi-
etnam War and reflect on the impact 
this conflict had on communities dur-
ing this time” 

“It encourages young people to stop 
and think about a time where men 
and women, not much older than 
themselves, were put in extraordinary 
circumstances.” 

 

By researching how Australia became involved in the Vietnam War, the introduction of conscription, and the changing atti-

tude to the War on the home front, explain why the Vietnam War has been referred to as a “Controversial War” and what 

impact community attitudes to the War had on returning Vietnam Veterans. 

T h e  C o n t r o v e r s i a l  V i e t n a m  W a r  

T o p i c  f o r  V i c t o r i a n  y e a r s  1 0  a n d  1 1  

s t u d e n t s :  

2016 MEMBERSHIP BADGE 

As advised in the President’s report, a one-off badge will be issued to all 2016 

financial members. Your executive has been working with a number of badge 

and medallion manufacturers to create the design for the badge. The example 

attached is a first cut of what the badge might look like.   The badge order will 

take between 4-6 weeks to be complete from the placement of an order. It is 

hoped that the badges will be available in time for the State AGM in February.   

http://www.premier.vic.gov.au/category/media-release/minister-for-veterans
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 O p e n  L e tt e r  F r o m  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  

2016-OUR TIME TO SHINE 

Dear Victorian Branch Member, 

In 2016 we will conduct a range of commemorative activities to mark the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan. Within 

the context of the Centenary of ANZAC, we Vietnam veterans will provide a point of difference and interest next year for 

those who are ANZAC’d out. There is something for everyone next year and I want to encourage you and your family to 

attend or support as many activities as you can. This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to participate in such a range of 

commemorative activities, the chance will not come again. The entire program is included in this newsletter, here are a few 

activities not to miss. 

The gravesite commemorations on Sunday 21 November are deserving of your attendance. The Vietnam veterans buried in 

Victoria were so young, most 20, 21, 23 years of age, 24 with two children and so on, when they paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

Surely we can all give them just an hour of our time, it’s a pittance really. Most had not had the chance to have children, 

watch them grow, delight in their grand-children or experience the camaraderie that we take for granted. I bet they would 

even enjoy sitting around bitching about things as we veterans have a want to do. Many of our members have volunteered 

to conduct the commemorations, they have rehearsed, and some will travel long distances to honour the fallen, they need 

your support on the day as do the next of kin. If we as a Branch can’t collectively find the time to attend the gravesite com-

memorations in large numbers to honour our fallen mates then just where are we at? 

ANZAC Day 25 April in Melbourne Vietnam veterans lead the march. Make a special effort to get to Melbourne for this sin-

gular honour. March with pride at the head of the column to the appreciation of the spectators, this is a moment that you 

all so richly deserve.  

VV Day 18 August, includes a march to the Shrine, and special activities on the Shrine Forecourt. It is my expectation that 

every sub-branch will forego their usual activities and get their members to Melbourne for this day. 

National Vietnam Veterans Museum open day in November where rededications will occur, new displays unveiled, com-

memorative plaques placed. This will be a huge day with the museum boasting a wide range of improvements and upgrad-

ed displays sure to interest everyone at YOUR museum. 

Family Day Seymour Saturday 21 November. A great day to finish off the year in a picnic like atmosphere. Plenty for every-

one including the children, Vietnam related race names and much more.         

More information will be provided closer to the date of each activity, but act now by getting the dates in your diary, you 

have plenty of time to arrange affairs to ensure that you are free on the day.  What I don’t want is for you to get to the end 

of 2016 and have regrets about not getting involved: next year is your time to shine, your time to remember, your time to 

enjoy comradeship and your time to be appreciated for your service. Won’t you join me and support your Commemorative 

Committee that has worked so hard to provide you with such a magnificent program of activities next year? 

Bob Elworthy 
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 L e tt e r  F r o m  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  

28 September 2015 

 

Mr Shane Carmody 

Acting Secretary, Department of Veterans Affairs 

GPO Box 9998 

Canberra ACT 2606 

 

Dear Shane, 

 

I refer to your letter of 20 August 2015 to Mr Peter Liefman, Chair of VetRide, which he has shared with me in my capacity 

as State President of the Victorian Branch of the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia and the co-chair of our 50th An-

niversary 2016 Commemorative Committee. The Commemorative Committee has overall responsibility for the coordination 

and conduct of our 2016 activities, including VetRide. 

 

I disagree with your comment that VetRide 2016 is not a commemorative event and thus not eligible for financial support 

through the ANZAC Centenary Program. The ride title is “Service and Sacrifice”, the ride jersey displays War and Active Ser-

vice ribbons from the Boer War through to present day conflicts, and inscription “50th” and “Long Tan”. The ride route will 

visit locations of significant military history along the route to Canberra. 

 

I submit that VetRide 2016 meets every measure of what a commemorative event is. Within the context of the Centenary 

of ANZAC, VetRide 2016 salutes Australian military history from the Boer War to the present day in an inclusive and unique 

way by taking the message “on the road”. This travelling memorial has the potential to engage with significant numbers of 

people from local communities as it makes its way to Canberra, where the event will conclude with formal recognition at 

the National Vietnam Veterans Memorial. For those who have commented that they are “ANZACed out”, VetRide 2016 pro-

vides a unique point of difference while still adhering to the ANZAC tradition.    

 

Worthy of note is that the Victorian State Government has seen fit to support VetRide 2016 as part of its commitment to 

the VVAA Victorian Branch commemorations, and the ride will gain significant media exposure. I would hope that a re-think 

of the status of VetRide 2016 within the department will lead to a commitment by the Department to support his signifi-

cant commemorative event.   

          

Yours sincerely, 

R W (Bob) Elworthy AM 

President VVAA Victorian Branch 

Monday, 14 September 2015 

VA100 

FUNDING ROUND OPENS FOR VIETNAM WAR COMMEMORATIVE GRANTS 

Funding applications for initiatives that recognise the contribution of Australian servicemen and women who served our 

country during the Vietnam conflict are now open, the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, Senator the Hon. Michael Ronaldson, 

announced today.  

The Vietnam War Commemorative Grants have been established under the Saluting Their Service Commemorative Grants 

Programme.  Grants between $4,000 and $20,000 are available for community-based projects and activities that directly 

commemorate any aspect of the Vietnam War, and which focus on camaraderie. 
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Murray Border held our Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial Service at the SS&A 
Wall of Remembrance at midday 
18th August. 

We were blessed with great weather 
for this special occasion with over a 
hundred Veterans and partners in 
attendance including State Parlia-
mentarians, local Mayors and we 
were honoured to have our Sub-
Branch Patron Tim Fischer AC who 
addressed the members during our 
Luncheon. 

It was decided this year to hold a 
midday service inside the Club at 

MURRAY BORDER 

midday as for the last few years we 

have had lousy weather. While it was 
OK to conduct the Service inside it 
doesn't have the same effect as out-
side with the eternal flame and the 

S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

water cascading for that special 
effect. 

VVAA NOBLE Park Foundation and 

Life Members receiving their twenty 

year Committee Men awards 

From left: John Meehan, Peter Di-

prose, John Pilkington, Wally Sos-

nowski and Ray McCarthy, 

Just a reminder of the upcoming 

event at Noble Park. 

 1100hrs onward Thursday 17th 

December - Sub Branch annual 

breakup. 

NOBLE PARK MELBOURNE WEST 

Melbourne West SUB Branch held 
interviews with Year 11 History Stu-
dents at The Grange College, Hop-
pers Crossing on 23/10/2015. 

 The students are studying the Vi-
etnam era as part of their Australian 
History curriculum.  

Our SB has been conducting these 
interviews annually for the past 5-6 
years and are greatly anticipated by 
the school community and our veter-
ans. 

The veterans seated left to right are 

Bob Murphy (ex Navy);  

Phil Ireland (ex RAAF);  

Vic Pilch (ex Army);  

Karen McDonald (Contemporary Vet-

eran Iraq);  

Ray Matthew (Ex Army);  

Kohn Curbishley (ex Navy). 

You can study government and politics in school, but the best way to real-

ly understand the process is to volunteer your time. 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/robmckenna475462.html?src=t_volunteer
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/r/robmckenna475462.html?src=t_volunteer
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GOULBURN VALLEY 

Bulldust is Not a Substitute for a 
Hot Shower 

After the flies and mozzies had gone 
north for the winter and it was still 
too cold for snakes to emerge from 
hibernation, eight members of the 
Goulburn Valley sub-branch set off in 
four vehicles on a short camping trip 
to the desert parks in NW Victoria.   

Starting near Shepparton we trav-
elled to Horsham, finding the nearby 
Kiata Camp Ground in the Little De-
sert National Park, in time to be set 
up by dark. The next morning we 
drove to salty Pink Lake coloured by 
its algal growths, then on to Jeparit. 
The town’s decline is indicated by its 
many empty shops but we enjoyed 
the collection of farm machinery, vin-
tage clothing and household equip-
ment in the extensive museum.   We 
drove past Rainbow to Wyperfield 
National Park in the Big Desert and 
stayed overnight at Western Beach 
Camping Ground at Lake Albacutya.  
The ‘lake’ has a road across it and has 
been dry since 1974.  We lunched at 
Wonga Campground and after driving 
through deep, white sand, reached 
the night’s campsite, at Casuarina 
Campground.  The following day we 
stopped at Patchewollock where a 
local old timer had a collection of vin-
tage tractors and the lady from the 
Post Office had stories of the previous 
summer’s “çlose enough” bushfires.  
Lunch was at Ouyen where the town 
war memorial carries the name of 
Francis J Smith who died in the Vi-
etnam War.  Our final camp was at 
Mournpall Camp Ground, 50 kms 
south of Mildura in Hattah-Kulkyne 
National Park.   

The weather was kind to us, we were 
kind to each other; the sun shone by 
day, the moon shone by night. The 
campfires were bright and cheerful 
and the campers seated around them 
were the same. In fact we were bright 
enough to make the following obser-
vations:   

 Long Drop dunnies do not flush.                                                                                              

 A single tap in a shower will not be a Hot Water tap.  

 Perfume is not a substitute for a hot shower.    

 Nor is deodorant. Talcum powder isn’t either.     

 Hot showers are always “at the next campground”.     

 Late-at-night noises in the camp always include multi-directional rhythmic 

growling.      
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VISIT TO THE SHRINE 

On 25th June The Central Highlands 
Sub Branch made their long anticipat-
ed trip to the Shrine of Remembrance 
in Melbourne.  The objective was to 
see the major extensions and refur-
bishments made to the Shrine facili-
ties which had just been completed.    

Members took the easy option and 

travelled by public transport, train 
and tram, to arrive at the Shrine Visi-

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 

RAAF 

tors Centre to be met by Shrine Life 
Governor, Peter Whitelaw, who gave 
us an informative talk and then time 
to look over things by ourselves, after 
which we all gathered for the Month-
ly Memorial Service at 11.15am.  On 
this occasion the Memorial Service 
was in respect of: 

 Treaty of Versailles, 28 June 
1919 

 D-Day, 6 June 1944 

 Outbreak of Korean War, 25 
June 1950 and 

 Battle of Coral – Balmoral, May 
– June 1968 

The extended museum and new dis-
plays certainly added a new dimen-
sion to the Shrine that was appreciat-
ed by all.  The garden with a back 
drop of the name of every town in 
Victoria kept us busy trying to find 

the name of the towns in the Central 
Highlands.   

There is now a separate entrance 
where school children can embark 
from buses and be introduced to the 
Shrine.  A feature of this area is a 
perforated metal wall where each 
child can insert a Poppy.  At the time 
we visited the walls were a sea of red 
poppies. 

 

RAAFVVA INPUT FOR AUTUMN 2015 

EDITION OF FSB 

With the recent passing of Lt Col Jim 

Bourke AM MG, it is timely to per-

haps remember the significant contri-

bution Jim Bourke made to the repat-

riation of Australia’s MIA from the 

Vietnam conflict.  This included the 

final return of Flying Officer M. Her-

bert and Pilot Officer R. Carver 2 Sqn. 

I refer to the “Closing of the Brace-

lets” ceremony at the National Vi-

etnam Veterans Museum on the 31st 

of August 2009.  For the full story go 

to www.raafvva.org.au under RAAF 

MIA’s Home at Last.  For his efforts 

Jim Bourke was awarded an 

RAAFVVA Certificate of Appreciation. 

Lt Col Jim Bourke AM MG receiving 

his COA from then RAAFVVA Presi-

dent Nick LeRay-Meyer AM in No-

vember 2009. 

RIP Jim Bourke 

Lest we Forget 

Rick Holmes 

Secretary 

RAAFVVA 

http://www.raafvva.org.au
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Once again the 2015 Maryborough  
“Magic Golf Day” (previously Diggers 
Golf day) was held in May at the Tal-
bot Golf Course. 

Competitors came from far & wide as 
well as locals, which included several 
of our Vietnam Veterans. The weath-
er was great, and as always the Golf 
Club made every-one welcome. The 
local ladies group provided the sand-
wiches and a variety of home made 
delicacies which were enjoyed by all 
who attended. 

On the 16th of August the Sub-Branch 
paused to remember the 50th Anni-
versary of 1 RAR Battle Group’s arri-
val in South Vietnam with a service 
held at the Maryborough Vietnam 
War Memorial. 

The service was conducted by the 
Sub-Branch President Ben Holscher 
with members Garry Hutton perform-
ing a reading and Mel Aston laying 
the wreath. A short dawn service was 
held on Tuesday the 18th of August 
after which several members made 
their way to Melbourne by bus to the 
Shrine of Remembrance to commem-
orate Vietnam Veterans Day. 

Recently we were very fortunate to 
be able to visit the Nicholls family 

MARYBOROUGH 

Chris, Frank and their mum in Bu-
ninyong. Chris and Frank have an en-
viable and quite unbelievable collec-
tion of restored Army Vehicles, Tanks 
and a variety of other military memo-
rabilia, i.e.: uniforms (from various 
countries) and a huge collection of 
models and replicas. 

Their collection of vehicles include a 
M1A1 6 Ton 6x6 Heavy Wrecker 
(imported from Europe) Heavy Re-
covery Vehicles, a U.S. jeep, old Bed-
ford fire trucks, a Mustang and sever-
al old and new Harley Davidson mo-
tor cycles. One of the Centurion 
Tanks in their collection arrived in 
South Vietnam in February 1968 and 
provided protection for land clearing 
teams operating near the Long Hai 
Hills in July 1969. It also took part in 
the “Battle of Binh Ba” on the 6th 
June 1969 when it was hit by two 
RPG’s. Four of the original crew 
members visited the family in recent 
months. Chris and Frank’s mechani-
cal knowledge was second to none; 
they were outstanding hosts. 

We are currently planning on visiting 
the Seymour Commemorative Walk 
with local student leaders, as this 
visit proved to be an outstanding suc-

cess with the local colleges last year 
2014. 
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Ray contacted Bill Wyndham from 

Watsonia RSL to assist him in trying 

to locate the owner. Bill has been 

known to locate owners of found/

lost medals. Bill called Ray back the 

following day saying he had infor-

mation of the owner of the medals 

R.J.Haynes (Robert James)  

Serial Number: VX35794  

who had been in the 2nd-7th battal-

ion and had been a prisoner of war 

in Germany for 4 years. He traced 

the family from Mooroolbark/

Ringwood/ Mt Martha area, the last 

known location of the family to 

Roberts’s daughter Robin, now liv-

ing in Perth Western Australia.  

The following day Bill rang and 

wanted permission for Robin, R.J. 

Haynes’ daughter to ring Ray to en-

quire about the medals. Robin told 

Ray that the medals had been sto-

len from a house robbery 26 years 

ago when the family lived in East 

Malvern, Victoria. How they ended 

up in Melton is anybody’s guess. 

The family had tried to gain re-

placement medals but were unsuc-

cessful and were very disappointed 

as they thought they had lost them 

forever until Ray came on the sce-

ne.  

Ray organised a meeting for Rob-

ert’s sons Graham, Frank and 

daughter, Fiona who is a serving 

member of the Defence Force who 

is also the granddaughter of 

R.J.Haynes, to come and collect the 

medals, as they did not want them 

sent via mail in case they were lost 

Story of the Lost Medals  

Ray Evans an Ex 9RAR Vietnam Vet-

eran was cleaning out our premises 

(VVAA – Melton Sub Branch) ready 

for a move to new premises at the 

Willows Historical Park when he 

came upon 4 second world war 

medals at the back of a cupboard. 

These had been handed into the 

welfare centre. Ray took it upon 

himself to try and locate the owner 

of these medals.  

MELTON 
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once again. These were collected 

on the 22nd October at the Vietnam 

Veterans Association of Australia - 

Melton Sub Branch.  

Robert, his mum and brother.  

This photo was in the Newspaper 

post-WW2.  

The Second World War Stars/

Medals  

 1939–1945 Star  

 Africa Star  

 1939 - 1945 War Medal 

 1939-1945 Australia Service 

Medal  
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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 2015 

to Ric. He made special mention of 

the fact that he was filling in for 

LTCOL Jim Bourke AM,MG whose 

health precluded him from attending. 

I was given the honour of reciting the 

Ode, an honour I was proud to per-

form. 

All in all an outstanding commemora-

tion presented by the VVAA Victorian 

Branch, without doubt the best or-

ganised Vietnam Veterans Day I have 

ever attended and in my conversa-

tions afterward there was total con-

currence. I wish to acknowledge 

Maurie Benson the organiser of this 

parade; I realise it takes a team to 

put this together but Maurie lead the 

way ‘dotted every “i” crossed ever “t” 

and ran the commemoration on time 

… to the minute. His President Bob 

Elworthy AM  had his finger on the 

pulse and can stand proud of his 

team. On behalf of the members of 

the 1RAR Group I would like to thank 

the Victorian Branch for being the 

only ones to acknowledge the 1RAR 

Group’s deployment … not even our 

Government did that!  

 I would also like to thank all the 

1RAR Group members who came 

along, some I haven’t seen for many 

years; it was truly a wonderful experi-

ence. 

Ray Payne 

Southern Hemisphere Representative 

173rd Airborne Brigade 

1 RAR 1965/66 

 

 

The Vietnam Veterans Association 

Victorian Branch invited former 1RAR 

Group 1965-66 to commemorate the 

50th Anniversary of its deployment to 

South Vietnam.  

Tuesday morning we woke to light 

rain, but that soon turn to sunshine 

and even though it was only 12° it 

was quite pleasant. The VVAA Victori-

an Branch provided a Gunfire Break-

fast on the Northern forecourt of the 

Shrine of Remembrance with bacon 

and egg buns and hot coffee. Form up 

time … banners on the road with the 

1RAR Group granted the honour of 

leading the parade. I was an invited 

guest of the VVAA Victorian Branch 

and as such gained a seat in the VIP 

area. From this vantage point I got to 

witness the whole parade and I might 

say that the chest swelled when in 

ranks of five, 107 member of the 

1RAR Group march onto the fore-

court of the Shrine of Remembrance. 

I don’t know the total number of vet-

erans marching, but my estimate 

would over 2000. All of the banners 

and flags were placed on the steps of 

the Shrine … what a spectacular sight, 

with the 1RAR banner and flags along 

with the 173rd Airborne Brigade flag 

given pride of place. The Premier of 

Victoria, the Hon. Daniel Andrews MP 

and the Leader of the Opposition, 

Matthew Guy MP, were in attendance 

and the Premier made a welcome 

speech that was relevant.   

The keynote address was given by 

LTCOL Ric Culpitt (Rtd). Ric was a pla-

toon commander in 1RAR during 

1965-66 and is National President of 

the 1RAR Association. His speech was 

impressive and a little away from the 

more mundane speeches we tend to 

get each year … a massive well done 
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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 2015 
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As we look back over the last 12 

months the Frankston District Sub 

Branch of the VVAA has had an in-

crease in membership, we believe that 

this is due not only to our active social 

activities, but to our partners being full 

members of our group. 

This year as usual many of our mem-

bers have disappeared for the winter 

months, our president included and I 

would like to thank Mark Kinder (VP) 

who took over the role as acting presi-

dent.  

Unfortunately we have recently lost 2 

members of our Sub-Branch, these 

members are Michael Augello and 

Yvonne Yee and they will be sadly 

missed by all.    

Our Service on Vietnam Veterans Day 

was well attended and among our 

guests were students from the Pearce-

dale primary school deaf choir, they 

sang the national anthem as well as 

other songs; this was very moving and 

FRANKSTON 
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warmly welcomed by our members. 

We have continued our affiliation 

with Pearcedale primary school by 

starting up a perpetual shield called 

"The Caring Cobber" award which will 

go to a Grade 5 student; this will be 

presented in December this year. 

We have recently been on a mystery 

tour and it was quite funny to hear 

members guessing where they are 

and where they were going as the 

day progressed - we actually finished 

at a winery in Labertouche. In No-

vember we are doing a tour of a 

Brewery, it is just as well the driver 

doesn't drink beer or it could be a 

mystery as to how they all get home. 

Like most of the sub-branches we are 

planning our activities for 2016 and 

to fund these we have recently had a 

sausage sizzle at Bunnings last month 

with another one in November.                                                                                                

The Frankston Sub-Branch meets on 

the First Monday of the month at 

7.30pm at the Frankston RSL in the 

Simpson Room 2.  Any Veteran or 

partner who is in the area on the day 

is more than welcome to come along 

to a meeting. For any information 

please contact the President Ray 

Weston on 97725351 or the Secre-

tary Cheryl Myers, on 97766600. 

As this will be the last edition of FSB 

before Christmas, I would like to wish 

everyone a Merry Christmas and a 

Safe and prosperous New Year. 

" All through Australia, in every class, it is not 
considered good form for a man to drink by 
himself. Very few even of the most hopeless 
drunkards ever do so. The consequence is, that 
when a man feels inclined to drink, he immedi-
ately looks out for someone to drink with...At 
whatever hour of the day a mans meets an-
other whom he has not seen for say twelve 
hours, etiquette requires that he shall inconti-
nently invite him to come and drink. This is a 
custom that pervades every class in the colony, 

and cannot be departed 
from without something 
more than a breach of good 
manners." Finch Hatton 
1887 

I have always thought of Christmas time, 

when it has come round, as a good time; a 

kind, forgiving, charitable time; the only time I 

know of, in the long calendar of the year, 

when men and women seem by one consent 

to open their shut-up hearts freely, and to 

think of people below them as if they really 

were fellow passengers to the grave, and not 

another race of creatures bound on other 

journeys. 

- Charles Dickens 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=beer+drinking+image&id=340C7B351E8F3B2A57EB8F170820C21E61386676&FORM=IQFRBA
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/charles-dickens-5.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/charles-dickens-5.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/charles-dickens-5.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/charles-dickens-5.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/charles-dickens-5.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/charles-dickens-5.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/charles-dickens-5.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/charles-dickens-5.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/charles-dickens-5.html
http://www.wisdomquotes.com/quote/charles-dickens-5.html
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An eventful 6 months since our last 

report, was overshadowed with the 

recent passing of our Sub-branch pa-

tron Lt. Col. Jim Bourke AM MG PhD. 

  

Jim is widely remembered within Aus-

tralia as having been a war hero, a 

humanitarian, especially through his 

‘Operation Aussies Home Inc.’ organi-

sation, and a down to earth damn 

good bloke. An article on Jim is includ-

ed on our website 

www.oemvvaa.org.au 

 

Our annual Welfare Seminar once 

again drew a large crowd of over 60 

attendees from within the Sub-branch. 

Included in the presentation were 

items from Lyn Pharaoh-Hamer on 

diabetes, ‘Latest news from DVA by 

Bruce Cruden – Manager VAN. and 

from Sylvia Condon who spoke on 

‘When the time comes’. The six hour 

S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

session also included an interview 

with Albert Grulke on health educa-

tion and a role play written by Bill 

Cane and acted out by Dennis and 

Cait Moss.  

Our Outer Eastern Melbourne 20th 

Anniversary ‘Jacket and Tie’ Dinner 

Dance was a huge hit with the 180 

Members who attended. Guests in-

cluding VVAA (Vic) President Bob El-

worthy, Federal and State MP’s and 

other dignitaries were treated to a 

Bill Cane activity slide show, a won-

derful meal and a band, pumping out 

music from the 60’s and 70’s. A great 

night was had by all.  

Badge Week was again well support-

ed by our members this year. The 

many hours put in by large numbers 

of members in organising and col-

lecting were rewarded by a record 

amount being deposited in our wel-

fare account. 

The Gypsy Caravaners headed off to 

Camperdown in late August to check 

out the sights, activities and food 

from that region of Victoria. 

Our annual Grand Final Breakfast was 

attended by 60 plus OEM members. 

The vibe was great and it was almost 

lunchtime by the time the last de-

parted. 

Our President, Aff Binnoore, was this 

year recognised for his outstanding 

contribution towards veteran’s wel-

fare through being awarded the 2015 

Leslie Farren Memorial Award at the 

Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital. 

More in this edition of FSB-VIC. 

Other recent activities at Outer East-

ern included our annual New Mem-

ber’s Breakfast at which 15 of our 

new members were invested into the 

Sub-branch, the inaugural Bob Russell 

Memorial Darts Competition which 

was won by OEM Member Ian War-

ton, and the Winter Warmers Sunday 

Casserole Lunch which was again a 

big hit with our members.  

OUTER EASTERN MELBOURNE 

OEM 20th Sub-branch Anniversary Dinner Dance was enthusiastically supported by 180 Members on the night. 
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 S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

Congratulations to OEM President, Aff Binnoore BEM for 
being selected as the winner of the prestigious 2015 Leslie 
Farren Award. The Award is for candidates that have 
demonstrated outstanding endeavour in improving the 
welfare of Vietnam Veterans and their families. 

Leslie Thomas Farren of Reservoir, Victoria was drafted in 
the first National Service intake and was allotted for duty 
with 10 Platoon, D Company of the 5th Battalion Royal 
Australian Regiment. Pte Farren arrived in Vietnam on 7 
May 1966 and deployed to the 1st Australian Task Force 
base at Nui Dat.  In early June Leslie's platoon was heavily 
engaged by the enemy and on 10 June his platoon was 
subjected to heavy enemy mortar fire during which time 
he was mortally wounded and died on the battlefield.   

Pte Farren was the first Victorian National Serviceman to 
be killed in action in Vietnam.  

The Memorial Award in his honour has been running for 
the past 7 years having been initiated by the Eltham-
Montmorency RSL in 2009.  The Award was administered 
by prominent Vietnam Veteran, Neil May who sadly died of 
cancer earlier this year. The Award is now administered by 
a committee headed by VVAA State President, Bob Elwor-
thy AM. Aff received his award at the Heidelberg Repatria-
tion Hospital Vietnam Veterans Day service on Friday 14 
August 2015. An extract of the citation nominating him for 
the Award reads as follows:   

"Aff Binnoore has made an outstanding and significant 
contribution to the lives of Vietnam Veterans and their 
families in the outer eastern suburbs, Dandenong Ranges 
and Yarra Valley over the past decade and continues to do 
so.  His input is characterised by the depth and breadth of 

activities and programs that he is actively involved in and 
our veteran community has significantly benefited from the 
huge number of volunteer hours he puts in each and every 
week.  He is widely recognised as a significant community 
leader not only by the veteran community, but also by local 
members of parliament, municipal councils and other ser-
vice organisation (including veteran organisations) for his 
tireless advocacy on issues affecting veterans.   His com-
mitment to, and organisation of, commemorate events is 
exemplary. 

 Aff has a strong developed passion for connecting veter-
ans and their families with both the veteran community 
and the general community to encourage and stimulate 
social interaction and connectedness as an integral compo-
nent of improving veteran health and wellbeing.  Sub-
branch policies and social and welfare programs are de-
signed with this in mind, and covertly aim to achieve these 
health and wellness outcomes.  A simple yet illustrative 
example of this is the multiple Bunnings Sausage Sizzles 
conducted each year where the real and direct benefit is 
engaging veterans in an enjoyable community activity". 

Footnote:   Quote of the Year 

Understandably, Aff was blithely unaware that he had 
been secretly nominated. In his role as President he had 
separately made a detailed submission nominating anoth-
er candidate for the award.  When notified that the nomi-
nation he had submitted was "pipped at the post" he was 
somewhat peeved and was heard to say in a clearly an-
noyed and miffed tone” 

.. the bloody winner better be a f****** good candidate". 

Aff was much surprised when announced as the winner 
and somewhat "lost for words' in his acceptance speech; 
some would say “how unusual”. 

Aff Binnoore - 2015 Leslie Farren Memorial Award winner 

Aff Binnoore BEM with VVAA (Vic) State President Bob Elworthy 

AM and RSL’s State Vice President Maj. George Logan (Rt’d) 
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DIAMOND VALLEY 

S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

Ms Vicki Ward MLA Member for Eltham - HANSARD 19 AUG 2015 

Pension September 2015 Increase since 

September 2013 

Service Pension—single $867.00  $39.90 

Service Pension—couples (each) 

(combined)  

$653.50 

$1,307.00 

$30.10 

$60.20 

War Widow(er)’s Pension $880.90  $40.70 

Income Support Supplement  $259.90  $12.30 

Special Rate (TPI) of Disability Pension $1,330.90  $61.90 

Intermediate Rate of Disability Pension $903.50  $42.20 

Extreme Disablement Adjustment  $735.10  $34.40 

100 per cent General Rate of Disability Pension $473.10  $22.10 
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Alkira Secondary College  

The Phillip White OAM Award for 
Attitude, as chosen by Alkira College,  
was awarded to Mitchell Allen. The 
wording by the school reads .....  

”For his ongoing contribution to AN-
ZAC Day at Alkira Secondary College 
including making speeches at school 
and representing the school at exter-
nal ceremonies since Year 9. He is a 
member of the CFA, he made 
a  speech at the Holocaust Remem-
brance Ceremony and was inter-
viewed for a film by Courage To Care. 
Mitchell is certainly an excellent ex-
ample of a student with the right atti-
tude due to his active involvement at 
Alkira and the wider community”. 

 “The Vietnam Veterans VCAL Award 
for Attitude” went to Dylan Mertis. 
Dylan worked hard at school, came in 
on Saturday during school holidays to 
work on the Memorial Garden which 

has just been opened, was group 
leader working at Hillsmeade Primary 
School and was a willing worker 
when needed. 

Senior VCAL students Dylan, CJ and 
Jordan also wrote the Tribute to Phil 

EDUCATION TEAM 

White which was read out at the Year 
12 Assembly, and was very touching.  

“We have been working with him for 
about two years now and luckily for 
us, we had the privilege of working in 
a group with him to make a film. Un-
fortunately before we had finished all 
of our filming, Phil passed away. This 
had an effect on us VCAL students as 
a whole. Phil was such a down to 
earth person, honest, liked to tell a 
yarn, a genuine bloke. Phil showed 
great character and was able to give 
us a massive insight into everything 
he did in the war as well as what hap-
pens when you return from it. 

We will be forever grateful for every-
thing Phil gave us and the manner in 
which is wife Chris was able to step 
up after Phil’s passing and pass on 
her knowledge of him. 

Phillip White OAM. Rest in peace.” 

Rob Lowe, Mitchell Allen, Chris White 

Mr Shaw, Chris White and Rob Lowe 

The E-Team was presented with their grant funds for 2016 

at the State Council meeting at Castlemaine. The majority 

of the grant will be spent on acquiring a quality used light  

transit van to be fitted out to carry their displays around 

the state.  

The E-Team is already heavily booked for 2016, including 

preceding VetRide on the way to Canberra with displays 

along the route, and conducting a number of displays in 

Canberra after the event. The Team was present at Albert 

Park College when the State Minister for Veterans officially 

launched the 2016 VVAA Victorian History Competition. 

PRETEND YOU ARE HUMAN 

Leave it to others to be perfect, to be won-
derful. Be content with what you are-
you’ll be much more relaxed as a result. 

WORRY WHEN THE TIME COMES 

Most worries are future-based. They re-
volve around things that, in most cases 
that will never happen. Concentrate on 
the present and the future will take care of 
itself.  
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Launched at RGH Heidelberg on 11th 

September attended by Victorian RSL 

State President and SWAC Patron 

MAJGEN David McLachlan AO(Rtd), 

Deputy Director of Austin Health & 

the Deputy Commissioner of the Dept 

of Veterans Affairs John Geary with 

other distinguished guests. 

 Some 150 plus Veterans & their fami-

lies attended the launch where they 

heard MAJGEN McLachlan talk about 

the Importance of this type of healing 

for Veterans of all conflicts.   He com-

mented on the level and high stand-

ard of entries. 

1st PRIZE 4A PHOTOGRAPHY 

WAR/ARMED SERVICES 

SPONSORED BY VVAA (Vic) 

The entry is a group photo of mem-

bers of an Infantry Section in SVN at 

Nui Dat on their return from a patrol. 

Titled “Wainwrights Warriors” it is an 

emotional photo and was entered by 

David Rik (David Bryan.) 

2nd PRIZE, VVAA (Vic) 

Encouragement Award,  

Runner Up. 

Shows Australian Soldiers in Afghani-

stan on exercise sitting on a carpet 

talking to local people. The entry is 

called “Hearts and Minds” and en-

tered by Michael Williams. 

3RD PRIZE,  

Photo was taken in Vietnam in 1970 

and is of a Centurion Tank travelling 

along a small road. Entered by Peter 

Wallbridge who is a Vietnam Veteran. 

4 B OPEN 

The Prestigious National Vietnam 

Veterans Museum Award. 

This open category was won by Boyd 

Robinson. Boyd’s stunning entry 

shows the frustration of a cricketer 

after the match with his head placed 

in  his hands after defeat. 

THE VVAA(Vic) Encouragement 

Award; 

The Entry depicts a rider dressed in 

WW1 Uniform astride a horse at the 

rear of a Remembrance Day Service; 

the colour and clarity of the photo is 

something to see. 

The Entry is called “ANZAC” and en-

SWAC 2015      Story Writing & Art Competition 

tered by Debra Parry. 

 

Once again, Congratulations to every-

body who entered the Competition 

for 2015. Remember, Veterans have 

the talent and  this is the venue to 

display it. 

The Competition again opens on the 

1st April 2016 and at the first State 

Council Meeting in 2016 I will have 

copies of BRAVO, the SWAC Glossy 

Book, showing Photos/Names of the 

Successful Entrants in the 2015 Com-

petition for you to view. 

Amat (Aff) Binnoore 

VVAA (Vic)  

SWAC Steering Committee 
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 Austin Health Looks at Traumatic Brain Injury 

STRESS RELIEF 

You! Off my planet!! 

Not the brightest crayon in the box now, are we? 

I'm not tense, just terribly, terribly alert. 

Errors have been made. Others will be blamed. 

I'm not crazy, I've just been in a 

very bad mood for 50 years. 

Chaos, panic & disorder - my work 

here is done. 
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Spirit of ANZAC address - Max Fahler 

Delivered at the Premier’s ANZAC Day luncheon at the National Gallery of Victoria April 2015 

Last month, after Australia's cricket 

victory over our co-ANZAC nation, 

New Zealand, the Australian cricket 

coach Darren Lehmann said in a post 

match interview 'The spirit of the AN-

ZACs lives on in the MCG tonight', to 

which the 93,000 strong crowd erupt-

ed with cheers, recognising the sacri-

fices that the sons and daughters of 

our nation made.  It was loud and 

clear that the ANZAC spirit lives on. 

I first heard of the Premier's Spirit of 

ANZAC prize at a school assembly. I 

prepared my entry to honour the AN-

ZAC’s in the centenary year of the 

Gallipoli landing.  My entry, a musical 

composition and narration explored 

the themes of loyalty, mateship, 

courage and endurance, these are 

the key values that I believe the AN-

ZACs displayed. 

The Premier's Spirit of ANZAC prize is 

an invaluable initiative in our nation’s 

ever developing community.  I have 

personally gained a greater under-

standing of the World War 1 cam-

paign, especially what happened be-

fore and after the Great War by being 

involved in the Premier’s Spirit of the 

ANZAC prize.  

What I hope to gain from the upcom-

ing study tour to our nation's capital, 

is further knowledge, to inspire other 

young Australians to develop an in-

terest in the ANZAC story.  

We must bring it upon ourselves, to 

teach the current and future genera-

tions of Australians the story of the 

ANZACs.  We caught the torch they 

threw, now we must continue to pass 

the torch through each generation of 

Australians and continue to keep the 

ANZAC spirit, our history, our chil-

dren's future, and our nation's identi-

ty in our hearts. Their spirits may be 

still at Gallipoli, but the memories of 

the brave men and women who, 

when called upon, defended our 

young nation, are certainly present 

with us in this Great Hall today.  

Editor’s note: 

Max Fahler at aged 16 years presents 

an extremely mature understanding 

of the meaning of The Spirit of ANZAC 

and the impact it has on being Aus-

tralian. What a refreshing attitude 

from one of our younger Australians 

whose generation is so often a matter 

of “despair” to those much older. 

Max was one of the winners of the 

Spirit of ANZAC Prize for 2015. 

 

 

South Vietnam 1966 

May–June:  1st Australian Task Force (1ATF) is established at Nui Dat and 1st Australian Logistic Support Group (1ALSG) is 

established at Vung Tau, Phuoc Tuy.  

24 May:  The First National Service death on active service and the first death recorded in 1ATF occurs when Private Errol 

Noack of 5RAR dies of wounds.  

30 June:  Prime Minister Harold Holt, visiting Washington DC, pledges that Australia would go ‘all the way’ in support of 

American policy in Vietnam  

18 August:  The Battle of Long Tan is fought as ‘D’ Company, 6RAR, runs into a much larger enemy force and eighteen Aus-

tralians (including one of the relief force) are killed. The anniversary has become Vietnam Veterans’ Day.  

22 December:  The Australian Government announces further increases in the military contribution to defence of South 

Vietnam.  
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 MUSEUM NEWS 
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 SUPPORTING THE MUSEUM 

Media Release 

 Tuesday, 25 August, 2015  

L A B O R  G O V E R N M E N T  S A F E -

G U A R D S  T H E  L E G A C Y  O F  

O U R  V I E T N A M   

V E T E R A N S   

The Andrews Labor Government is 

helping the National Vietnam Veter-

ans Museum to commemorate a de-

fining chapter in Australia’s military 

history.  

The National Vietnam Veterans Mu-

seum in Phillip Island welcomes some 

20,000 visitors every year, and it’s 

mainly thanks to 20 years of veteran 

donations and volunteer work. The 

Labor Government is providing 

$250,000 so that the venue can pro-

tect the memories that are forever 

etched in our national story.  

Almost 60,000 Australians served in 

the Vietnam War between 1962 and 

1973, and 521 were killed.  

Last week, Victorians paused to com-

memorate Vietnam Veterans Day, 

held on the anniversary of the Battle 

of Long Tan. Next year, we mark the 

50th anniversary of the famous 

battle, where 108 young men from D 

Company 6 RAR encountered the Viet 

Cong in a rubber plantation outside 

the Australian base at Nui Dat.  

With accurate field artillery support 

and reinforcement from A and B 

company, the Australians resisted an 

attack of more than 1500 Viet Cong 

soldiers in one of the most extraordi-

nary chapters in our history.  

The Labor Government’s 2015-16 

Victorian Budget provides $1 million 

to host a Vietnam Veterans’ Parade 

commemorating the 50th anniversary 

of the Battle of Long Tan and associ-

ated commemorative activities.  

The Government’s $250,000 invest-

ment at the National Vietnam Veter-

ans Museum will allow the establish-

ment to upgrade, including building a 

new roof and facilities to care for its 

valuable collection.  

Quotes attributable to Minister for 

Veterans John Eren  

“As we prepare to mark 50 years 

since the Battle of Long Tan, we 

should remember and learn from 

those who made the ultimate sacri-

fice.”  

“The National Vietnam Veterans Mu-

seum helps commemorate a defining 

chapter in our military history. We’re 

ensuring more Victorians can learn 

about our role in Vietnam.”  

“Our veterans protected us and it’s 

our job to protect their legacy. This 

investment insures future generations 

will be able to learn about a war that 

touched our nation.”  

The Museum CEO received the first instalment of the fund-

ing grant at the State Council meeting in Castlemaine, most 

of which has already been committed to projects in 2015. 

The second instalment will be provided mid - 2016, with 

the CEO anticipating that most if not all of the major works 

identified will be completed in time for the Museum Open 

Day. 

Plaques to acknowledge the financial support of the Aus-

tralian United Ex-Servicemen and Women Association and 

a member roll of Friends of the Museum will be unveiled 

at the 2015 Museum Open Day. 
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US Rattlers/Firebirds 1965/66 

John Mateyko is a VVAA International 

Member living in Illinois, USA and 

served with the US Army on Hueys. 

His Unit flew slicks aka “Rattlers” and 

gunships aka “Firebirds”. The image 

below might be recognisable to those 

Aussies who flew in the Rattler slicks 

or were supported by the Firebird 

gunships - see the image of a Rattler 

on the Huey.  

The Rattler/Firebird Association web-
site can be accessed at www.rattler/
firebird.org .  

Many pictures have been provided 
for the site but the ones below are 

seen in Jim Moore’s collection and 
are of Australian soldiers (not identi-
fied). Follow the Tabs through  Vi-
etnam to  Photographs to Jim Moore. 

Perhaps someone can identify the 
diggers shown in these pictures. 

We thank our US member John Mat-
eyko for this info and are pleased 
that FSB-Vic has such   international 
coverage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aussies en-route. 

Aussies during extraction near 

Vung Tao (Tau?) in 1966. 

Aussies deploying. 

Aussies boarding for a combat as-

sault in 1965. 

On 20 April 2015, a dedication 

ceremony was held for the new 

Australian Memorial, at Pukeahu 

National War Memorial Park in 

Wellington, New Zealand.  

A reciprocal gesture to the New 

Zealand Memorial locat-

ed on ANZAC Parade in 

Canberra, the Memorial 

will commemorate the 

long and close relation-

ship between the peo-

ple of Australia and New 

Zealand and our shared 

experience of war.  

Designed by Sydney architectural 

firm Tonkin Zulaikha Greer, the 

Memorial will feature the names 

of the major campaigns and oper-

ations in which Australians and 

New Zealanders have served 

alongside each other and art-

works of the first peoples of both 

our countries. To find out more 

visit: 

www.dva.gov.au/australian-

memorial-nz   

AUSTRALIAN MEMORIAL WELLINGTON NZ 
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Make the Right Choice 

Energy bill shock ? 

Know your billing rights. 

It pays to know your rights 

and what you can do. 

 Managing Your Energy 

Bill  |   

 Flexible Pricing  |   

 General Information  |   

 Solar Power 

Start Saving Now 

Compare gas offers using Gas Compara-

tor and power offers using My Power 

Planner. Start  saving now!  

Search for a better offer 

Victoria's Impartial Gas Comparator and Energy 
Resource Tool 

YourChoice is a Victorian Government initiative designed to 

make it easier for all Victorians to make the best energy 

choice for their home or small business. YourChoice provides 

information on the energy market in Victoria including how to 

choose a retailer, your billing rights, flexible pricing and solar 

power. Use the Gas comparator to search for the most afforda-

ble offer form all gas retailers in your area. The gas pricing in-

formation contained on the website has been provided by li-

censed gas retailers. The Essential Services Commission works 

with retailer to ensures the ongoing accuracy of this infor-

mation. To access the Electricity Comparator follow the links to 

the Victorian Government's My Power Planner website 
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VETERAN WELLBEING 
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MEN’S PEER HEALTH EDUCATION 

What is Men's Health Peer 
Education? 

The Men’s Health Peer Education (MHPE) 

programme raises awareness about 

men's health issues and encourages men 

to share responsibility for their own 

health and wellbeing. The programme 

operates across all states and territories, 

through a network of trained volunteers 

working with the veteran and ex-service 

community. 

The MHPE programme was established 

by the Vietnam Veterans' Association of 

Australia (Tasmania) in response to the 

Vietnam Veterans’ Health Study (1999). 

This study revealed a higher incidence of 

coronary heart disease, diabetes, pros-

tate cancer and high alcohol consump-

tion and related conditions among Vi-

etnam veterans, prompting a focus on 

preventative health care and treatment. 

Men’s Health Peer Education 
Magazine 

The latest issue of Men’s Health Peer 
Education Magazine is available online or 
you can order a free copy of the maga-
zine by completing the following order 
form and emailing it to DVA's men's 
health. 

D9058 - MHPE Magazine order form 

(PDF 120 KB)  

The MHPE Magazine is published three 

times a year. Each issue covers a topical 

health theme with articles contributed by 

health professionals, DVA staff and MHPE 

volunteers. 

Volunteer training 

The MHPE programme trains volunteers 

to provide health information to their 

veteran peers, to encourage better life-

style choices.  

As a volunteer you might: 

 give a talk on a health issue at an 

ex-service organisation meeting 

 set up or work with a ‘Men’s 

Shed’ 

 run a stand at a community expo 

 organise and deliver Veterans’ 

and Men’s Health Week events 

 distribute the MHPE Magazine 

and other health resources 

 chat about health issues to a ma-

te at a barbeque. 

http://www.dva.gov.au/node/661
http://www.dva.gov.au/node/661
mailto:menshealth@dva.gov.au
mailto:menshealth@dva.gov.au
http://www.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/dvaforms/D9058.pdf
http://www.dva.gov.au/sites/default/files/dvaforms/D9058.pdf
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To REGISTER FOR A PROGRAM 

Call VVCS Melbourne 

Ph: 1800 011 046 

Email: vvcs@dva.gov.au 

 

Doing Anger  

Differently 

Beating  

The Blues 

Building Better  

Relationships 

Partners  

Program 

Mastering Anxiety 

Sleeping Better 

Changing The 

Mix 

Residential  

Lifestyle  

Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service (VVCS) 

A service founded by Vietnam Veterans 

VVCS GROUP PROGRAMS 
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VVAA Victoria Sub Branches 

BALLARAT 

President: Sandy McCann   

Secretary: Wayne Hoffman   

PO Box 180 SEBASTOPOL VIC 3356 

secretary.ballarat@vvaavic.org.au 

  

5466 7351 

5342 0658 

  

  

0428 987 606 

MELTON 

President: John Hodges   

Secretary: Jim Fitzgerald   

PO Box 981 MELTON 3337 

secretary.melton@vvaavic.org.au 

  

9746 0717 

 

  

0439 262 222 

0415 679 677 

BENDIGO 

President: Terry Nolan   

Secretary: Ken Bowen    

PO Box 89 BENDIGO 3552   

secretary.bendigo@vvaavic.org.au 

  

5449 3532 

  

  

  

0458 384 086 

MITCHELL 

President: Ross Stewart    

Secretary: Ross Gregson    

PO Box 812 SEYMOUR 3660 

secretary.mitchell@vvaavic.org.au 

  

5792 2666 

5792 3227 

  

0407 646 988 

0417 973 573 

BOX HILL 

President: John Haward    

Secretary: Rod Burgess     

PO Box 280 DINGLEY VILLAGE VIC 3172 

secretary.boxhill@vvaavic.org.au 

  

9803 3301 

  

  

0439 378 989 

MORNINGTON PENINSULA 

President: Kevin Mawdsley   

Secretary: Peter Howard   

PO Box 4012 ROSEBUD 3939 

secretary.morningtonpeninsula@vvaavic.org.au 

  

5982 0817 

5986 2510 

  

0429 633 081 

  

CASTLEMAINE 

President: Alan Lane   

Secretary: Rob Neve    

156 Hargraves Street CASTLEMAINE 3450   

secretary.castlemaine@vvaavic.org.au 

  

5472 3115 

5472 6831 

  

0428 567 794 
MURRAY BORDER 

President: Gary Treeve    

Secretary:  Refer President    

PO Box 8084 Birallee WONDOGA 3690 

secretary.murrayborder@vvaavic.org.au 

  

(02) 6059 2765 

  

0407 480 201 

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 

President: Ken Bryce   

Secretary: Trish Power   

53 High View Cres. GISBORNE 3437 

secretary.centralhighlands@vvaavic.org.au 

  

5428 3290 

5428 3243 

  

0407 737 386 

0409 333 235 

MUSEUM 

President: John Methven  OAM 

Secretary: Bill Noble 

PO Box 318 SAN REMO 3925   

secretary.museum@vvaavic.org.au 

  

5678 5728 

5678 5215 

  

0417 247 551 

0414 385 750 

DIAMOND VALLEY 

President: Peter Blackman    

Secretary: Alan Comben   

PO Box 542 GREENSBOROUGH 3088 

secretary.diamondvalleyanddistrict@vvaavic.org.au 

  

9459 5117 

9435 9213 

  

0400 363 143 

0432 631 413 

NOBLE PARK 

President: Ray McCarthy    

Secretary: John Pilkington    

PO Box 295 NOBLE PARK 3174 

secretary.noblepark@vvaavic.org.au 

  

9798 5379 

9749 2672 

  

0418 552 804 

0413 163 749 

ECHUCA 

President: Ken Jones    

Secretary: Bob Johnson    

PO Box 743 MOAMA NSW 2731 

secretary.echuca@vvaavic.org.au 

  

5480 0139 

5483 7411 

  

0408 384 670 

0409 971 726 

NORTH-WEST 

President: Tom Clayton    

Secretary: Basil Tiligadis    

PO Box 211 GLENROY 3046 

secretary.northwest@vvaavic.org.au 

  

9306 7474 

9354 5299 

  

0438 306 709 

0419 890 340 

FRANKSTON 

President: Ray Weston    

Secretary: Cheryl Myers    

PO Box 1429 FRANKSTON 3199 

secretary.frankston@vvaavic.org.au 

  

9772 5351 

9776 6600 

  OUTER EASTERN 

President: Amat (Aff) Binnore    

Secretary: Maree Ferguson    

PO Box 763 BORONIA 3155 

secretary.outereasternmelbourne@vvaavic.org.au 

  

9801 5537 

9722 9787 

  

0409 365 210 

0414 369 213 

GEELONG & DISTRICTS 

President: Rieny (Reny) Nieuwenhof   

Secretary: David Weeks     

PO Box 484 GEELONG 3220 

secretary.geelong@vvaavic.org.au 

  

  

9747 0121 

  

0407 378 808 

0419 347 194 

RAAF 

President: Gareth Davis    

Secretary: Rick Holmes     

PO Box 462 ASCOT VALE 3032 

secretary.raaf@vvaavic.org.au 

  

9827 8313 

9317 7304 

  

0419 687 438 

GIPPSLAND 

President: Geoffrey Hopkins    

Secretary: Mick Hawryluk    

PO Box 902 SALE 3850 

secretary.gippsland@vvaavic.org.au 

  

  

5144 3542 

  

0409 961 253 

  

SWAN HILL 

President: Harold Heslop JP    

Secretary: Maralyn Toppinen    

PO Box 1650 SWAN HILL 3585 

secretary.swanhill@vvaavic.org.au 

  

  

5033 2614 

  

0448 778 010 

  

GOULBURN VALLEY 

President: Peter Dealy   

Secretary: Jeff Stanyer    

139 Fuzzards Road, NUMURKAH VIC 3636 

secretary.goulburnvalley@vvaavic.org.au 

  

5862 3969 

5862 3829 

  

  

0419 135 909 

WARRNAMBOOL 

President: Don Roberts     

Secretary:  Refer President.                                          C/- 

9 James St PORT FAIRY 3284 

secretary.warrnambool@vvaavic.org.au 

  

5568 1837 

  

0467 556 818 

MARYBOROUGH 

President: Bernard (Ben) Hoscher    

Secretary: Daniel McIver OAM   

PO Box 274 MARYBOROUGH 3465 

secretary.maryborough@vvaavic.org.au 

  

5460 5033 

5464 1219 

  

0410 627 965 

  

WEST GIPPSLAND 

President: Mike Latimer 

Secretary: Frank Grant     

PO Box 556 DROUIN 3818 

secretary.westgippsland@vvaavic.org.au 

  

  

5625 4457 

  

0418 386 871 

0430 123 527 

MELBOURNE WEST 

President: Clement (Charles) Peterson  

Secretary: Ray Matthew    

PO Box 1430 WERRIBEE PLAZA VIC 3030 

secretary.melbournewest@vvaavic.org.au 

  

9395 9017 

9749 2835 

  

0466 936 556 

0400 107 130 

WIMMERA 

President: Ken Taylor     

Secretary: Tony Welbourn    

PO Box 345 HORSHAM 3400 

secretary.wimmera@vvaavic.org.au 

  

5385 2719 

5381 2438 

  

0428 852 719 
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All changes to be advised to VVAA Vic State Secretary:  secretary@vvaavic.org.au   

INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS  

Administrator:  Sue, McQueen, State Branch Assistant Secretary           

61 03 5444 1871                        0400 821 457 

C/- CVVSC PO Box 820 Bendigo Central  Vic 3552 

asstsecretary@vvaavic.org.au 

  

mailto:asstsecretary@vvaavic.org.au
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