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F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  
Welcome to this edition of 

FSB-Vic, I trust you find it 

interesting and informative. 

It’s hard to believe that the end 

of the year is upon us, it just 

seems like yesterday that we 

had the AGM in Horsham! 

Time waits for no man and I 

don’t know about you but the 

years seem to be racing by for 

me-something to do with getting older I guess. 

I am sure you will all join me in congratulating Alan 

Hughes from Geelong on his award of State Life 

Membership and Cheryl Myers the Frankston Sub-

Branch Secretary on receiving the Leslie Farren 

Award for service to the veteran community. 

We were fortunate to get through VV Day 2013 with-

out rain, however heavy winds made it a trying day 

for all in attendance. The Hon. Hugh Delahunty, State 

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, former Federal Minis-

ter for Veterans Affairs Alan Griffin, and Andrew 

Robb MP, representing the federal opposition led a 

long list of VIP’s in attendance. The gunfire breakfast 

went off a treat and was greatly appreciated by all 

who partook: special thanks to the sub-branches who 

sponsored the breakfast. 

We have a new coalition government in charge, and 

we have included the coalition’s policies for Veterans 

Affairs and Defence in the newsletter. I have taken the 

opportunity to write to Senator Michael Ronaldson, 

the new Minister for Veterans’ Affairs to congratulate 

him on his appointment and to confirm our desire to 

work with him for the benefit of veterans. Senator 

Ronaldson is a Victorian, originally from Ballarat. 

The 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan in 

2016 will be upon us quickly, and there is much to be 

done to ensure that we commemorate this significant 

anniversary in a dignified and meaningful way. VP 

Ken Baker is heading the planning and he has a list of 

potential high profile activities for 2016 which need to 

be considered and a confirmed list drawn up early 

next year. Many of the suggested activities will re-

quire significant planning and support from across the 

branch and funding will need to be sought: all of this 

will occur against the backdrop of the centenary of 

ANZAC commemorations. I have written to the AN-

ZAC Day Coordinating Committee seeking approval 

for Vietnam veterans to lead the 2016 ANZAC Day 

march in recognition of the anniversary, and Peter 

Liefman has been active sowing the seeds for a spe-

cial 2016 VetRide. 

The matter of access to beds at Ward 17 of the Coral-

Balmoral building at the Heidelberg Repatriation Hos-

pital was raised at State Council earlier in the year, 

and I am pleased to advise that John Geary, Deputy 

Commissioner DVA Victoria has responded to my 

letter to him seeking advice on the status of veteran 

admissions to Ward 17. Tony McHugh, the manager 

of the Psychological Trauma Recovery Service at the 

Repatriation Hospital, wrote to me in response to my 

comments on the subject in the previous edition of 

FSB Vic. I thank them both for their contributions, 

and an article containing their responses can be found 

in the newsletter. 

There was considerable discussion in relation to the 

National Vietnam Veterans Museum deciding to host 

a book launch by controversial writer Don Tate. It 

needs to be pointed out that the museum is now an 

independent entity, and the museum board of manage-

ment decides museum activities, not the Victorian 

Branch.  

Whilst on the subject of the museum, a new director, 

Kingsley Mundey has joined the board, bringing a 

wealth of corporate knowledge, the communications 

tower is up and operational and bringing in valuable 

rental income, a contract for the delivery of a museum 

strategic plan is underway, and an exhibition of heli-

copters in the Vietnam war, on loan from the US, will 

be mounted at the museum. 

The Variety Bash has been and gone and I wish to 

thank all the sub-branches who donated to our spon-

sorship of the green machine, and also to 

acknowledge the support received from the WA, NT 

and NSW branches. The vehicle attracted much atten-

tion and drew great interest from veterans along the 

way with many lining up for a photograph or adorning 

the car with ribbon stickers, and they universally sup-

ported the sponsorship. A sponsorship of this nature is 

a first for the branch, and for that matter the rest of 
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VVAA, and I believe shows us to be a good and in-

volved community citizen. 

You will recall that I recounted how we had been in-

volved in the burial of a veteran in Kerang in difficult 

circumstances. I am delighted to report that I received 

a letter from one of his cousins who recounted that 

there was in fact a family get-together in Bendigo to 

celebrate his life. Thanks Heather. 

On a sober note, I have been talking to a lot of mates 

who have suffered significant health issues this year, 

and I have sadly been advised too often that another 

veteran has passed away. This got me to me thinking 

about our 2008 campaign when we made a state-wide 

effort to improve our grass roots welfare. The mes-

sage from back then is even more important today:  

“with age the impact of our service on our health 

magnifies……look after yourself and your mates, 

and never underestimate the power of a simple 

phone call to say hello “. 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the welfare 

of our veteran community during the year. I join with 

my wife Lyn to extend best wishes to you and yours 

for the rest of the year, may you have a happy and 

holy festive season, and may you launch into 2014 

refreshed and ready for whatever comes your way. 

Regards, 

Bob Elworthy 

We only just started the year and 

here we are at the end – where has 

the time gone!! 

There has been a steady flow of cor-

respondence throughout the year 

that has been dealt with in accord-

ance with the relevant priority.   

Where applicable, this correspond-

ence has been on-forwarded to Sub-

Branches. 

There have been a number of enquiries from Sub-

Branches regarding administration practices for 

which responses were provided.   Please remember 

that I am only too happy to respond to your enquiries. 

I intend to stand for the position of Secretary in 2014, 

probably have a year or two left in me yet!!  I under-

stand that Sue McQueen will also stand again as As-

sistant State Secretary – the contribution from Sue as 

the Membership Manager, very ably assisted by Lind-

say McQueen, has been outstanding. 

A big thankyou to the following members for the 

work they have done: 

Len Barlow: for filling in for me on a number of occa-

sions, his sage advice on and also for his work as our 

webmaster. As you would be aware, the website un-

derwent a major review during the year and the suc-

cessful conversion from the old website was in no 

small way due to Len’s efforts.  Involvement and ef-

forts very much appreciated.  

Maurie Benson: for working as the State Office Man-

ager, the FSB-VIC Newsletter Editor and being a ma-

jor player in the organisation of VV Day each year. 

Job(s) well done and very much appreciated. 

Barry Brewer, Murray Lewis and Rob Huggan for 

working at the State Office at ANZAC House during 

the week. Contributions and endeavours very much 

appreciated.  

Best wishes for the coming festive season and if you 

are travelling, please drive carefully and aim to arrive 

at your destiny and ultimately at home safely. 

Peter Bright 

Secretary, VVAA Victoria 

 

F R O M  T H E  

P R E S I D E N T  
( cont’d )  

F R O M  T H E  

S E C R E T A R Y  
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 MELBOURNE WEST 

Our bus trip to the historic GippsTown in Moe on 28th 

June was fantastic and well worth a visit as was our 

trip to HMAS Cerberus.  

We recently had a fund-raising BBQ at Bunning’s 

Warehouse in Port Melbourne. 

Our volunteers conducted interviews with Year 11 

history students at The Grange P-12 College on 9th 

August. This was the 3rd year we’ve done these inter-

views and they have been beneficial to both the stu-

dents and our veterans. 

As the Politicians say we are moving on!  A busy pe-

riod with VV Day on the 18th of August a priority for 

us.  A moving ceremony at 

the RAAFVVA Plaque with 

Gill Coughlan, widow of 

Snow Coughlan CGM, scat-

tering some of Snow’s ashes 

on the RAAFVVA Plaque.    

The moving ceremony was 

conducted by Padre George Ashworth.  Some of the 

many friends of Snow arrived from all points as part 

of the “Guilfoylers”.   A bit of history is interesting,  

some of No 5 Squadron members and subsequently 

No 9 Squadron members rented a house in Guilfoyle 

Street  Canberra in the mid 60’s and 70’s.  Parties 

were a normal occurrence with all lady visitors re-

quired to sign the visitors log book.   Good to see 

nearly 50 years on the guys are still having a yearly 

reunion, switching from different locations around 

Australia each year on Vietnam Veterans Day.   

All visiting 9 Sqn members took Gill Coughlan under 

their wing to make it a memorable and rewarding day 

for her. 

No 9 squadron mem-

bers enjoying lunch 

and some tall stories 

left to right Barry 

McCutcheon, Rick 

Holmes, John McLar-

en, Nick Winter and 

Jack Reilly. 

Care Packages are still being sent to overseas troops 

via the Victorian Branch of the Air Force Association 

(including the RAAF Vietnam Branch) and the 

RAAFVVA.  Feedback from overseas has been good 

with many of the ladies appreciating the skin repair 

products supplied by the Body Shop. This programme 

is to continue in the short term for ADF members in 

overseas deployments. 

Rick Holmes 

Secretary, RAAFVVA  

 

RAAF 

S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

A woman goes to the post office to buy stamps for her 

Christmas cards. She says to the clerk, “May I have 50 

Christmas stamps?” 

The clerk says, “What denomination?” 

The woman says, “God help us. Has it come to this? Okay, 

give me 6 Catholic, 12 Presbyterian, 10 Lutheran and 22 

Baptists.” 

http://jokes.jamesandcarolanne.com/category/christmas-humour/#
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S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

On Friday 16th August 
2013, after some sub-
terfuge that included 
members of State 
Branch, Mrs Cheryl 
Myers and her hus-
band Les, attended the 
Annual observance of 
Vietnam Veterans Day 
conducted at the Hei-

delberg Repatriation Hospital. This service was fol-
lowed by the presentation of the 6th Annual Leslie Far-
ren Award for Region 1 of the RSL.  

The award was presented by the RSL State Vice Pres-
ident Mr George Logan RFD and was awarded to a 
very surprised Cheryl Myers, Secretary Frankston 
District Sub Branch. 

Cheryl not only does an outstanding job as Sub 
Branch Secretary and State Council Delegate; where 
she uses her vast networking skills to assist the veter-
ans, but also as a Welfare Officer where she has faced 
several challenging cases and there are local members 
who are indebted to Cheryl for her caring attitude to 
this task.  

Cheryl is also a willing Social Assistant within the 
FDVVAA Sub Branch, where she assists with the or-
ganisation of functions and trips in liaison with the 
Naval Association and other groups within our com-
munity. She is an inaugural member of the Frankston 
Branch of the Partners of Veterans, where she served 
on the executive Committee as President and is also 
very active several times each week with the Frank-
ston RSL as the minibus driver for day trips for the 
Widows Associations and TPI Groups; she is also a 
member of the Frankston RSL memorabilia commit-
tee. 

Cheryl is an active networking member of all major 
ESO’s within the Frankston Community and a very 
deserving recipient of this 
award as Vietnam Veteran 
of 2013, an award that the 
Sub Branch committee 
and members are hon-
oured to be associated 
with. 

Maryborough Golf Day 

Golf day at Maryborough ( Talbot Golf Club) with the 

VVAA flag flying high on the day but to look at it you 

wouldn’t think that there were 82 players hit off; but 

typically you never see anyone out playing really. The 

day was a huge success thanks to the help and input of 

the golf club. 

Both A and B grades played a 4 B B B, with prizes 

down to 6th place in both grades. 

 

FRANKSTON 

MARYBOROUGH 

Where are all the 

golfers??? 

On August 17th. Swan hill & District Sub-Branch 

VVAA sponsored the Five matches in the Central 

Murray football League and presented a medallion to 

the best on ground for each match. 

Pictured is Vietnam veteran Ken Ball presenting the 

medallion to Luke Maher from Nyah Nyah West Unit-

ed Football Club. 

SWAN HILL 
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S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

Along with Lindsay and Sue Arthur, I attended a dinner at the Swan Hill RSL to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of 

the inauguration of the Swan Hill VVAA Sub-Branch. 

The evening commenced with a short service to the fallen soldier followed by a couple of very short speeches, the 

repast and the cutting of the very well decorated celebratory cake. 

There were place mats with a photo of Dick Culliford (the State 

President), Geoff Trevor-Hunt (State Secretary) and Harold – cer-

tainly brought back a lot of 

memories for us all. 

An event worthy of celebra-

tion.  There were many 

smiling faces and a good 

evening was had by every-

one attending. 

Peter Bright, State Secre-

tary 

 

Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia sub-

branch, Alan has served on the executive committee 

holding the positions of President or Secretary for six 

years from 1990 to 1995.  He became a Committee 

Member & Member of a Steering Committee for the 

establishment of the Geelong Veteran Welfare Cen-

tre at St John of God Hospital (Clancy House) and 

also served as a Co- Office Manager for the Geelong 

Welfare Centre. Alan was awarded a Life member-

ship of the G&DVVAA in 2006. 

Alan was called up for National Service and served 

in Vietnam with 3RAR D Com-

pany (Delta Devils), February – 

October 1971 as an Infantryman. 

SWAN HILL Celebrates 20th Anniversary 

Alan William Hughes  

 State Life Member 

Alan served as State Assis-

tant Secretary 1990-92, State 

Vice President 1993-1994 

and State President for 3 

years 1995-1997. 

Long before becoming in-

volved at state level he 

joined the Geelong Vietnam Association in April 

1979 and was a member of the steering committee to 

amalgamate the Geelong Vietnam Association with 

the Geelong Vietnam Veterans Association of Aus-

tralia Sub-branch in 1990.  Following the merger 

which became known as the Geelong and District 

GEELONG 

Has Harold really changed over the years—

must be the California Poppy!!! 
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The DViets Dinner Dance in July was another suc-

cessful event attended by 110 members and partners 

and still proved that we have the oomph to enjoy our-

selves on a night out. 

Also in July a full busload visited HMAS Cerberus for 

the day and really enjoyed the tour; we were well re-

ceived by the base command and given the pleasure of 

a march past by cadets in training. Well worth a visit 

by other sub branches. 

VV Week was very busy as usual; on Saturday 10th 

August we ran a Memorial Service at Greensborough 

Memorial Park. We were supported this year by the 

Viewbank College Band and the Diamond Valley 

Brass Band, several local schools and RSL’s also at-

tended and laid wreaths, the Hon. Jenny Macklin also 

supported the event and laid a wreath. We are hoping 

to grow this event with more community involvement. 

We also had our Chapel service at Simpson Barracks 

on Sunday 11 August followed by lunch at the Ser-

geants Mess; once again a roll up of 80 members and 

partners. 

We attended services at The Austin Repat on Friday 

16th August and a further service at Montmorency 

RSL on the same afternoon. 

Once again we organised a bus to the Shrine for the 

18th and the gunfire breakfast, then back to the RSL 

for drinks and reliving old memories. 

Our badge week appeal was very successful and we 

achieved our best sales result for years, so that was a 

good outcome. 

In line with our policy of visiting other branches we 

visited Montmorency on 20 September, we visited 

Geelong on 4 October and intend visiting Epping RSL 

in November to view their new members only area. 

We are planning a visit from Younger Veterans and 

their partners’ from Simpson Barracks in order to pay 

our respects to them for the work they are doing and 

help them integrate into the world of thereafter of a 

veterans life when discharged. 

It has been a long cold winter in Ballarat and many 

went north to soak up the sun.  We were saddened by 

the loss of four Veterans within two weeks and the 

passing of some 

elderly family 

members.  Need-

ing some fun a 

Halloween Event 

was planned.  Dig-

gers Retreat be-

came the Wizards 

Dungeon and all 

the creepy crawly 

bits were seen. That was followed by Chicken and 

champagne lunch for Melbourne Cup and our Presi-

dents Christmas Party. We plan to finish off the year 

on a good note as that’s the only way to go, and all 

our winter travellers will be back to join in the festivi-

ties. 

Red Shirt Group 

The Red Shirt Friday project reached a major mile-

stone with being able to donate $5,000.00 to the 

Young Diggers Dog Squad.  This will enable two as-

sistance dogs to be sponsored for our younger veter-

ans suffering from physical 

and physiological illness.  

We have received support 

from workers from the 

Downer Company working 

at the Mt Mercer Wind 

Farm; they purchased a 

large number of shirts  as 

well as a Donation from 

the Downer Company.   

We are ever grateful for the 

ongoing support from the 

Beechworth Bakery who host our morning teas every 

Friday.   All proceeds from the sale of shirts and dona-

tions to the Red Shirt Friday Group is being directed 

to the Young Diggers Dog Squad.  We are planning a 

Health Walk early next year.   Red Shirt walk with 

Paws  so get your walking shoes ready; details will be 

sent out to Sub - Branches       redshirts@bigpond.com  

BALLARAT 

S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

DVIETS 

mailto:redshirts@bigpond.com
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Vietnam Veterans Day Service in Yarra Valley 

A very successful service and march was held this year 

at Healesville with approximately 250 people in attend-

ance. The service is jointly organised by OEM Sub-

branch and 6 local RSL’s in the Yarra Valley . 

The guest speaker this 

year was Lois Peeler 

formerly a member of 

‘The Sapphires’ who 

entertained troops in 

Vietnam in the late 

1960’s (Lois is currently 

Principal of Worowa 

Aboriginal College, 

Healesville).  Hugh 

McDonald (formerly of ‘Redgum’ and co-writer of ‘I 

Was Only 19’) performed the iconic song during the 

service and entertained afterwards.        

Remembrance Day Wreaths  

Remembrance Day Wreaths 

were laid at 12 RSL’s in the 

Yarra Valley, Dandenong 

Ranges and the outer eastern 

suburbs. This initiative (which 

also includes Anzac Day) has 

been steadily growing in re-

cent years and it is hoped that 

we will eventually be able to 

cover all 20 RSL’s in ‘our 

patch’.  We are indebted and 

thankful to the ‘Crafty Wom-

en’s Group’ who used their craft and artistic skills to 

OUTER EASTERN MELB 

S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

make a ‘batch’ of beautiful wreaths for our members 

to use on these ceremonial occasions. 

“5000 Poppies Project”   

The OEM “Crafty Women’s Group” have been in-

volved in the “5000 Poppies Project” which gives 

crafters of all persuasions an opportunity to contrib-

ute to a wonderful craft/art project to create a field of 

5000 poppies which will be publicly displayed in 

Melbourne on ANZAC Day 2015. This will be a 

community tribute for more than a century of service 

by Australian servicemen and women in all wars, 

conflicts and peacekeeping operations. 

Our Sub–branch has an active caravanning group 

“OEM Gypsies” that recently spent a week camping 

at Hall’s Gap. During days of inclement weather, the 

ladies got together and knitted/crocheted over 3 doz-

en poppies for the project. 

One of our ladies (Julia Zammit) who moonlights as 

a presenter on Radio Eastern 98.1 FM interviewed 

Lynn Berry, one of 

the founders of the 

project. At the con-

clusion of the inter-

view two of our 

members, Judy 

McQuillan and Liz 

Cane presented the 

40 poppies to Lynn. 
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VIETNAM VETERANS 

COMMEMORATIVE WALK 

SEYMOUR VICTORIA 

Victorian ANZAC Centenary  

Committee  

My wife and I recently visited the memorial.  What a 
superb memorial to all those that served and those 
who gave their lives. 

It was quite emotional to see my name on the wall and 
I thought the wall structure was  brilliant. 

I have visited The Wall in Washington DC and was 
impressed but The Wall in Seymour was just so much 
more impressive and meaningful. 

Thank you to all those that made this possible – “Well 
done those Men”. 

J P Richmond 

12th Field & 1Fld Regiments 

1969 

EDITOR COMMENT 

This note typifies many comments made about 

the Seymour Wall. Another magnificent legacy 

for the future. If you haven’t visited, do so, par-

ticularly see it at night if time allows. 

The Victorian 

Government 

has established 

the Victorian 

Anzac Cen-

tenary Commit-

tee to provide 

advice and to 

support the 

community during the forthcoming Anzac Cen-

tenary commemorations during the period 2014 

and 2018. 

The focus will be on Victoria and Victorians, their 

stories and the impact their contribution during 

World War 1 had on towns, cities, communities 

and families across the State. 

The committee members are: 

Chairman: 

● Ted Baillieu MP, Member for Hawthorn 

Committee Members: 

 MsSharon Knight MP,  

Member for Ballarat West 

 MAJGEN D McLachlan AO,  

State President RSL Victoria  

 MAJGEN P Haddad AO, Chair,  

Victorian Veterans Council 

 AVM C Spence AO,  

Chair Shrine of Remembrance Trust 

 Mr M Duckworth  

Department of Premier and Cabinet 

 Ms Claire Chisholm former Premier’s Spirit 

of Anzac Prize recipient  

As part of its preparation for the Anzac Centenary, 

the committee is researching the first embarkation 

of troops from Melbourne, and will initially focus 

on the soldiers themselves and the localities from 

which they came. 
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 VRB RESPONSE TO WARRNAMBOOL SUB BRANCH 
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AVM Alan Reed (Retd), Patron of the National Vietnam Veterans Museum, Phillip Island first flew solo 

in a de Havilland Tiger Moth in 1953. 

This year (in his 80th year) and to the day, he celebrated the 

60th anniversary in style with another solo. 

He was assisted by his granddaughter Chloe and friends 

who watched on in support. 

Significantly, two gentlemen who graduated from the same 

pilot’s course (#13) made the journey to help celebrate. 

The short film (18 minutes) can be viewed at  
http://vimeo.com/75132689 . 

MUSEUM PATRON FLYING HIGH. 

Consumer Affairs Victoria has recently received a 

complaint about a scam that targeted an elderly war 

veteran.   The scammer, posing as an officer from the 

‘Department of Fair Trading’, called the veteran and 

told him that he was eligible to receive payment for 

his military service.    After agreeing to this, the veter-

an was visited by the scammer who asked him to fill 

in forms to ensure the payment could be made. The 

scammer then convinced the man that he would need 

to make a payment via Western Union to release the 

funds. However, the veteran’s family became aware 

and intervened before any money changed hands. 

Consumer Affairs Victoria urges veterans and their 

families to be on the look out for this type of scam. If 

you think you’ve been scammed, report it to your lo-

cal police station or Consumer Affairs Victoria on 

1300 55 81 81. 

Tips to avoid scams: 

 Speak to friends and family about any offers 

you receive.  

 

 Do not be tempted by unexpected cheap deals – 

they may be more expensive in the long-run. If 

it seems to good to be true, it probably is.  

 

 Be wary of offers that promise you a reward 

only after you pay money or provide personal 

information. Chances are you won’t get the 

‘promised’ reward.  

 

 Be wary of sending money or give credit card 

details to someone you have not met and don’t 

know and trust.  

 Do not make up-front payment to a stranger via 

money order or wire transfer.  

 

 Do not agree to offers or deals straight away: 

tell the person that you are not interested or that 

you want to get some independent advice be-

fore making a decision.  

 

  Check your bank account and credit card state-

ments when you get them. If you see a transac-

tion you cannot explain, report it to your credit 

union or bank.  

 

Source:  

COMPLIANCE ANALYST | COORDINATION AND 

STRATEGY BRANCH|  

Consumer Affairs Victoria | Department of Justice | 

Level 19, 121 Exhibition Street, Melbourne VIC 3000 |  

 

WAR VETERAN TARGETED BY SCAM 

http://vimeo.com/75132689
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THE VETERANS PSYCHIATRY 

UNIT-REPAT CAMPUS 
The VPU provides trauma related mental health 

treatment to veterans and current serving members 

of the Australian Defence Force, and support to 

their partners, widows and other eligible family 

members. The VPU takes a whole of life approach 

to the provision of assessment and treatment ser-

vices and although primarily a state-wide provid-

er, it has the capacity to provide treatment to indi-

viduals residing interstate. It continues to take a 

leadership role in the development and provision 

of community-based treatment services for veter-

ans and ADF personnel and their family members. 

Treatments are provided on an individual or group 

basis via a range of clinical settings, including: 

 Outreach services including telepsychi-

atry and domiciliary services, 

 Hospital-based outpatient services, 

 Community-based services, 

 Day programs, and 

 Acute inpatient services 

Enquiries about any of the VPU services should 

be directed to the Senior Registrar on tele: 03 

9496 2896 

 

 

ACCESS TO WARD 17 

(CORAL-BALMORAL BUILD-

ING REPAT CAMPUS AUSTIN 

HEALTH) 

 Deputy Commissioner DVA Victoria, Mr John 

Geary, has provided the following information in 

response to a letter from the State President out-

lining concerns with access to Ward 17. 

 The Psychology Trauma Recovery Service

(PTRS) Austin Health, incorporates the Veterans 

Psychiatry Unit (VPU) and Post Trauma Victoria 

(PTV). This structure enables the treatment of 

both DVA clients and members of the public who 

have been exposed to serious traumatisation.    

 Primarily admissions are determined on clini-

cal grounds, DVA’s contractual arrange-

ments do not provide for priority ad-

mission of veterans. However, given Heidel-

berg Repatriation Hospital’s long standing com-

mitment to the veteran community, DVA is confi-

dent that every effort is made to respond to each 

veterans needs as promptly and comprehensively 

as possible. 

 DVA has a contract with Austin Health which 

funds PTSD group treatment programs, the older 

veterans psychiatric program and the rehabilita-

tion workgroup, all non-admitted services. In ad-

dition, through DVA’s main Hospital Services 

Arrangement with the Victorian Department of 

Health, DVA pays for admitted episodes of care in 

all Victorian Public Hospitals. This will include 

admissions to the Coral-Balmoral unit for eligible 

DVA clients. In Victoria in 2011-12, DVA funded 

984 episodes of admitted mental health care for 

eligible DVA clients. Of these, 494 were in con-

tracted Private Hospitals and 400 in Victorian 

Public Hospitals. Of the Public Hospital admis-

sions, 150 were at Austin Health and 128 provided 

at the Heidelberg Repatriation campus of Austin 

Health. 

 Dr Tony McHugh, the Manager of the PTRS, 

will be well known to many veterans. Dr McHugh 

wrote to the State President in relation to com-

A U S T I N  H E A L T H  
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V i e t n a m  V e t s  t o  l e a d  M a r c h ( ? )  
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S t o r y  W r i t i n g  &  A r t s  

C o m p e t i t i o n ( S W A C ) 2 0 1 3  

This year was the 51st year or SWAC in Victoria and there were several surprise results from several of 

the Official Judges. 

The Competition was Officially Launched by Mr 

George Logan (Senior Vice President of RSL Victo-

ria), included in the audience was Mr John Geary 

(Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Veteran 

Affairs Victoria), Mr Mark Petty (Executive Director 

of Austin Health), Mr Rob Winther OAM (Veteran 

Liaison Officer Austin Repat) and Ms Ruth Bland 

(Executive officer to the Deputy Commissioner), ap-

proximately 170 guests attended the launch in the 

ACACIA Room at RGH. 

Vietnam Veterans were very successful this year, the 

Top Award of the Competition ( The Sir Edmond Her-

ring Award ) was taken out by Mr Rex Redcliff  

who served with 4Fld Regt in 67/68. His Short Story 

entitled “Conversation With Bill” was judged the 

best entrant  of the whole Competition, this is only the 

3rd time in 15 years that a Short Story had taken out the Top Prize.  

The Award Winners in Category 4A sponsored by VVAA Vic and presented by James Coghlan were: 

4A Photography / War Armed Services. 

First Prize went to Mr John Dellaca , John entered a Photo called “Early Morning Convoy at Nui Dat 

1968” the photo depicts  of a Convoy of APCS with Troops waiting in line ready to move. 

4A Second Pr ize went to Mr Paul Penno’s photo titled “Little Sisters in War” which shows two 

small Asian children clinging together for comfort. 

The Prestigious National Vietnam Veterans 

Museum Encouragement Award this year  was 

awarded to Mr Dennis Curran, Dennis Entered a 

Fantastic Photo Titled “Rainbow over Foot-

bridge-Lorne”. 

Amat (Aff) Binnoore 

SWAC Steering Committee 

VVAA (Vic) 

 

 

 

Dennis Curran with his award winning photo. 
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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 2013 MELBOURNE SHRINE 
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The Coalition will strengthen Australia’s 
defence capabilities.  

We will stop the under-investment in De-
fence – under a Coalition government, 
there will be no further cuts to Defence 
spending.  

Australians can be confident that we will 
invest in the future security of our country 
and our allies can be confident that Aus-
tralia will continue to be a trustworthy and 
reliable partner.  

The Coalition will never gamble with the 
security of future Australians by further 
reducing Defence spending.  

Within a decade, Defence spending under 
a Coalition government will be two per 
cent of GDP. Currently, the share of GDP 
spent on Defence – at 1.59 per cent – has 
fallen to its lowest level since 1938.  

To guide decision making, a Coalition 
government will publish a new Defence 
White Paper with costed, affordable ways 
to meet Australia’s defence and national 
security objectives.  

We will take a long-term approach to De-
fence planning and end Labor’s policy 
“thought bubbles”.  

The Coalition will:  

▪ Make the decisions necessary to en-
sure Australia has no submarine capability 
gap within 18 months of the election; 

▪ Ensure that work on the replacement 
of the current submarine fleet will centre 
around the South Australian shipyards; 

▪ Proceed with the acquisition of Joint 
Strike Fighters – subject to advice from 
the Chief of the Defence Force and Ser-
vice Chiefs; 

▪ Consider closely the need for un-
manned aerial surveillance vehicles; 

▪ Maintain a strong alliance with the 
United States of America and deepen this 

long-standing alliance relationship; 

▪ Undertake a first-principles review of 
the departmental structure and its major 
processes; 

▪ Reform the Defence Materiel Organi-
sation and strengthen its relationship with 
Australian businesses; 

▪ Deliver fair indexation to military su-
perannuants; 

▪ Implement our Free Defence Family 
Health Care Programme for all ADF de-
pendents; and 

▪ Rebuild the ADF Gap-Year pro-
gramme, growing to an average of 1,000 
places per annum. 

The Coalition will also return to proven 
policies on our borders – policies that will 
work. We will stop the boats and strength-
en our national security.  

For too long, we’ve had mostly talk from 
Labor. The Rudd-Gillard Labor Govern-
ment has cut almost $30 billion out of De-
fence through broken promises, defer-
ments, delays and cancellations.  

We can’t expect our Defence force to con-
tinually do more with less.  

The choice at this election is clear: the Co-
alition’s commitment to rebuilding a De-
fence force that is properly resourced, 
equipped and managed, or three more 
years of talk, decline and under-
investment under Labor.  

The Coalition’s Policy for Stronger De-
fence is part of Our Real Solutions Plan to 
build a stronger Australia and a better fu-
ture – for all Australians.  

 

Coalition Policy for Stronger Defence 
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The Coalition will keep faith with Austral-

ia’s veterans by providing for the fair in-

dexation of Defence Forces Retirement 

Benefits (DFRB) and the Defence Force 

Retirement and Death Benefits (DFRDB) 

military superannuation pensions.  

If elected, a Coalition government will en-

sure that DFRB and DFRDB military su-

perannuation pensions are indexed in the 

same way as aged and service pensions. 

Our commitment will apply to DFRB and 

DFRDB superannuants aged 55 and over.  

Our promise will keep faith with the recip-

ients of military superannuation pensions 

by providing the fair indexation that Mr 

Rudd and the Labor Party have promised 

yet not delivered.  

Under the Coalition, 57,000 military su-

perannuants and their families will be bet-

ter off.  

The Coalition is committed to ensuring 

fairness for our retired military personnel 

and easing the pressure on their cost of 

living.  

In addition, we will restore veterans’ advo-

cacy funding paid under the Building Ex-

cellence in Support and Training (BEST) 

programme to its 2010 levels, adding $4 

million to funds available over the forward 

estimates.  

The Coalition will continue to support the 

Centenary of Anzac Local Grants Pro-

gramme to ensure that community-based 

commemoration is at the heart of the na-

tion’s commemorative activities.  

We will also work with the state and terri-

tory governments to progress important 

and iconic commemorative projects.  

The Coalition will seek further to preserve 

the unique place of the Australian War 

Memorial by amending the Australian War 

Memorial Act 1980 to prohibit the levying 

of entry or parking fees.  

We will also undertake a review of the 

Australian War Memorial Act 1980 to en-

sure that the Act continues to meet the 

needs of the Memorial and the wider com-

munity.  

The Coalition has a strong record of deliv-

ering services and assistance to Australia’s 

veteran and ex-service community and 

their families.  

We believe that Australia should protect 

and watch over our veterans and their fu-

ture, in the very same way that our veter-

ans protected and watched over our coun-

try.  

The Coalition’s commitment to providing 

a better deal for military superannuants 

and greater support for our veterans’ com-

munity is part of our Real Solutions Plan 

to build a stronger Australia and a better 

future for all Australians.  

 

Coalition Policy for Veterans 
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mentary in the last edition of FSB Vic with the 

following comments: 

 *To reassure you and VVAA members, there 

is no ward patient overflow and veteran patients 

are not consequently being referred elsewhere. 

There is occasionally a waiting list, but this is 

time-limited and managed assertively. 

*DVA funds veteran occupancy for the full 

ward 20 complement. Hence, veterans with DVA 

eligibility can be admitted when clinically appro-

priate.  

*It is correct that the ward admits police, am-

bulance, fire personnel, current serving ADF per-

sonnel and other traumatized members of the 

community. These clients are admitted to vacant 

beds and do not prevent any veteran or current 

serving ADF member from being admitted. Thus 

far in 2013, approximately 65% of the patients 

have been veterans and ADF personnel and 35% 

members of the public with compensable entitle-

ments relating to trauma related mental health-

mainly police, fire brigades and ambulance ser-

vice members.  

*The ward and indeed the whole service, re-

mains a setting for individuals who require treat-

ment for trauma and service-related psychological 

issues, including veterans, current serving ADF 

personnel and war widows. This group remains 

our first priority; we do however, extend care to 

other groups of traumatized Australians in need of 

specialist treatment.  

 And the last word from DVA’s Information 

regarding access to Austin Psychological Trau-

ma Recovery Service and Mental Health Ser-

vices: 

 Admission to Ward 17:  

 *Patients with a DVA Gold Card or White 

Card with psychiatric disorders as an accepted dis-

ability may be assessed as suitable for admission 

to Ward 17 for a variety of mental health prob-

lems. 

*Veterans must be assessed by the PTRS ad-

mission team prior to being admitted to Ward 17 

to ensure the services are suitable for the veteran’s 

needs. 

*If a veteran is acutely unwell and requires ur-

gent psychiatric treatment the patient needs to be 

assessed by their local mental health crisis team or 

present to their nearest hospital emergency depart-

ment.  

*If a person is admitted to a general psychiatric 

hospital either public or private, the PTRS can or-

ganize an assessment and arrange transfer to Ward 

17 when the patient can be managed on an open 

ward and a bed is available. 

*Bed availability for Austin Health Ward 17 is 

variable and may change daily. DVA is aware that 

there may be a waiting list to access these services 

and that it is the task of the Psychiatry Registrar at 

Austin Health to manage/determine the need for 

inpatient care at Ward 17. 

  

DVA Contracted Private Hospitals provid-

ing mental health services: 

*Albert road Clinic 

*Beleura Private Hospital 

*Delmont Private Hospital 

*Essendon Private Hospital 

*Geelong Clinic 

*Malvern Private Hospital 

*Melbourne Clinic 

*Mitcham Private Hospital 

*North Park Private Hospital 

*Pinelodge Clinic 

*St John of God Warrnambool 

*Victoria Clinic 

  

  

A U S T I N  H E A L T H  W a r d  1 7  
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The Minister for Veteran’s Affairs The Hon. Michael Ronaldson  MP announced new Pension and Income 

Support rates for some 290,000 veterans, their partners, war widows and widowers across Australia would ap-

ply from 20 September 2013. 

DVA PENSION RATES 

At the Annual General Meeting of COVVHS at Castlemaine on 14th April 2013 it was resolved to discontinue 

COVVHS, having completed initial objectives. 

The initial commitment was to bring attention to the Government of the day the health issues of the children of 

Veterans.  The priority at the time was for a health study to be established; that has been achieved. 

Those present at the Castlemaine Meeting felt that the task needs to be continued, but with the younger veter-

ans; people who are familiar, with the latest technology. 

CHILDREN OF VIETNAM VETERANS HEALTH 

STUDY (COVVHS) 
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DVA NEWS 
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VETERAN WELLBEING 

THE VETERAN’S WELLBEING 

TOOLBOX 
DVA:  http://www.wellbeingtoolbox.net.au/ 

The transition from a 

military-focussed 

lifestyle to civilian 

life can pose differ-

ent challenges over a 

number of years for 

some ex-service per-

sonnel, their families 

and friends. 

The self-care strate-

gies and tools on this website are general in na-

ture, so anyone can benefit from them. You get 

to choose which Areas of your life you want to 

work on and in which order. Each Area contains 

a little bit of background information and an 

Interactive Worksheet that can be used to set 

goals and apply self-management strategies 

proven to work. 

Worksheet areas include: 

▪ Solving Problems. 

▪ Building Support. 

▪ Helpful Thinking. 

▪ Getting Active. 

▪ Keeping Calm. 

▪ Sleeping Better. 

Your Self-Management Plan automatically up-

dates as you set your goals and decide on which 

strategies you will use. It allows you to set a re-

view date when you can check your progress.  

You can choose your own Log-In ID so you will: 

 be able to track your scores on the Question-

naire over time. 

 have your Self-Management Plan updated 

for each return visit. 

 be returned to where you left off each time 

you log in. This will make progress through 

the activities much easier. 

If you do choose to have a Log-In ID, your in-

formation remains anonymous and confidential. 

Your Log-In password is encrypted and protect-

ed and not linked to any personally identifying 

details. No one will be attempting to track or 

identify you. 

 

 



Honour the dead but fight like hell for the living 24  

 

BOOKS 

On 2 September 2008, in a valley in east-

ern Afghanistan, Trooper Mark Don-

aldson made a split-second decision that 

would change his life. His display of ex-

traordinary courage that day saw him 

awarded the Victoria Cross for Australia, 

making him the first Australian to receive 

our highest award for bravery in wartime 

since Keith Payne in 1969. 

Yet Mark's journey to those crucial mo-

ments in Afghanistan was almost as ex-

ceptional as the acts that led to his VC. 

He was a rebellious child and teenager, 

even before the death of his father - a Vi-

etnam veteran - when Mark and his 

brother were in their mid-teens. A few 

years later, their mother disappeared, pre-

sumed murdered. Her body has never 

been found. 

Mark's decisions could have easily led 

him down another path, to a life of self-

destructiveness and petty crime. But he 

chose a different road: the army. It proved 

to be his salvation and he found himself a 

natural soldier, progressing unerringly to 

the SAS, the peak of the Australian mili-

tary. 

From his turbulent early years to the stark 

realities of combat in the mountains and 

valleys of Afghanistan, Mark's book is 

the frank and compelling story of a man 

who turned his life around by sheer deter-

mination and strength of mind. 

Mark Donaldson was awarded the Victo-

ria Cross in 2009, the first Australian to 

receive this honour since 1969 (Keith 

Payne Vietnam). He remains a serving 

member of the SAS. 

He lives in Perth with his wife and chil-

dren. 

Available at major booksellers. 

RRP $39.99 
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DVA DEPUTY COMMISSIONER FORUM  

Précis of  Forum October 2013: 

 ... health cover for widows ... DVA should 

be more proactive in the communication of 

their entitlements, such as for dental and 

mammograms.  

 …  DVA would be looking closely at those 

professionals that were pushing the bounda-

ries on some health service provisions that 

were being sought in cash from the recipi-

ent as well as charging DVA.   

 … Following the release of the NSW Taxi 

services to Veterans report, it was agreed 

that a meeting with all transport providers 

and ESO’s by DVA would be helpful in 

highlighting any deficiencies in Victoria. 

 … DVA noted the prolific increase in Exer-

cise Physiology participants … it is not an 

ongoing form of treatment; it lasts no long-

er than 12 months, i.e. only until you are 

able to do your exercise program on your 

own. Beware, as some providers are using 

this like gym classes! 

 … National Disability Scheme … Federal 

Government has included Aged Care under 

“Social Services” a Department that has 

responsibility for 25% of the Budget Ex-

penditure.  

 … Austin Health ... upgrade of the Heidel-

berg Health facilities was continuing with 

money to update Ward 17 equipment, and 

more importantly an Intake Officer that will 

smooth out admittance issues.  

 … Peace Keepers and Peace Makers … 
raised concerns that some claims were tak-
ing as long as 5 years to resolve, especially 
if they fell under VEA, MRCA and 
SRCA ...DVA target was 120 days from 
receiving the claim. 
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The Notice Board is intended to be similar to those you see in other Veteran publications and can include personal notices such as Want-

ed to find, Reunions, get togethers, hobby related matters etc. 

The VVAA Victoria Branch President retains the right to refuse acceptance of any notice that does not accord with the aims and objectives 

of the VVAA. 

NOTICE BOARD 

Assistance required for the Defence 

Honours and Awards Inquiry into 

the eligibility in the awarding of the 

Vietnam Campaign Medal. 

I am seeking information from HMAS Sydney's 

ships Army staff (that served on her during the 

Vietnam War). I am trying to ascertain what (if 

any) medal entitlements were awarded to 

them following their service. This information 

is required with a view to possibly enhancing 

my evidence in support of the claim to have the 

interpretation re the awarding of the medal 

amended to cover the criteria as promulgated by 

the South Vietnam Government and the Armed 

Forces Directive laid down in 1966.  

Please contact me if you are one of these people. 

Fred McLeod-Dryden 

Navy-Vietnam Sub Section 

Naval Assoc. of Australia 

Member Outer Eastern Melbourne, 

Vietnam Veterans of Australia. 

Phone: (03)97627680 Mob: 0400691078 

REUNION 

1 ALSG GROUP VIETNAM  

Headquarters 1st Australian Logistic support 

group are holding a reunion in Mildura over the 

Anzac week end in 2014. 

A meet and greet at the Mildura RSL on Thursday 

the 24th April 2014 at 4.30 pm will start proceed-

ings and the reunion finishes with a dinner on 

Sunday the 27th April, and for those staying on 

we will attend the Vietnam Veterans retreat for a 

BBQ on the Monday  

This reunion is also open to wives and children of 

veterans who have since passed on  

For more details and accommodation purposes 

contact: 

Tony Brown 

Ph:   0350 212 066  

Mobile:  0428 852 736  

Email:  tonyraye11@bigpond.com  

 

A Reunion of former members of the 1RAR Group 65‐66 is being planned to be held in 

October next year in Melbourne. All units in the 1RAR Group 1965‐66 are invited. 

We plan to: 

visit the newly completed Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Walk at Seymour. 
 
visit the National Vietnam Veterans Museum, Phillip Island. 
 
Provide time for our ladies to shop and for everyone to explore Melbourne. 
 
Conduct a formal Reunion dinner. 

 

 
For further information contact ………………….. 
 
 

Ray Payne OAM 
2 Flemington St 
BANORA POINT NSW 2486 
raypayne@veteranweb.asn.au 

mailto:raypayne@veteranweb.asn.au
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Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia  

(Victorian Branch) 

VetRide Trawool 2014   



Honour the dead but fight like hell for the living 28  

VARIETY BASH ~ “MILD HOGS” 

 

In a sponsorship first, VVAA Vic, NSW, WA and NT sponsored the “Mild Hogs” in the Variety Bash 2013 to 

raise funds for sick or under privileged children and children with special needs. The car, crewed by “Mild 

Hogs” Lance Dennison, John Harris and Scott Geer, had both back doors adorned with the VVAA Logo in 

acknowledgement of the combined sponsorship of $2000. The bash started in Echuca and finished in Broome, 

and the car attracted a lot of interest along the journey with veterans engaging with the crew, posing for photo-

graphs and even putting medal ribbon stickers on the car. The car crew reported that without fail the veteran 

community they encountered strongly supported the sponsorship. Unfortunately, on the return journey the Mild 

Hogs expired at Coober Pedy and made an undignified return to Melbourne on the back of a truck.  A spe-

cial thank you to all who donated to this very worthy cause which has generated goodwill for the VVAA. 
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BEARING IT ALL FOR/BY THE VETS 
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Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service 

(VVCS) 

A service founded by Vietnam Veterans 

VVCS GROUP PROGRAMS 

To REGISTER FOR A PROGRAM 

Call VVCS Melbourne 

Ph: 1800 011 046 

Email: vvcs@dva.gov.au 

Doing Anger  

Differently 

Beating The Blues 

Building Better  

Relationships 

Partners Program 

Mastering Anxiety 

Sleeping Better 

Changing The Mix 

Residential Lifestyle  

Program 
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BALLARAT 
President: Gary Vapp                5334 7761 
Secretary: Yvonne Thomas                               5335 8360  
PO Box 180 SEBASTOPOL VIC 3356  
secretary.ballarat@vvaavic.org.au  

MELTON & DISTRICT  
President: John Hodges   9746 0717               0447 508 251  
Secretary: Jim Fitzgerald                                    0415 679 677  
PO Box 981 MELTON 3337  
secretary.melton@vvaavic.org.au  

BENDIGO  
President: Neil Arnott                5442 4485               0417 534 386  
Secretary: Maurie Betts                 5448 4470               0400 979 042  
PO Box 89 BENDIGO 3552   
secretary.bendigo@vvaavic.org.au  

MITCHELL  
President: Ross Stewart                  5792 2666               0407 646 988  
Secretary: Ross Gregson                  5792 3227               0417 973 573  
PO Box 812 SEYMOUR 3660  
secretary.mitchell@vvaavic.org.au  

BOX HILL  
President: John Haward                 9803 3301  
Secretary: Rod Burgess                      0439 378 989  
PO Box 280 DINGLEY VILLAGE VIC 3172 
secretary.boxhill@vvaavic.org.au  

MORNINGTON PENINSULA  
President: Kevin Mawdsley                 5982 0817               0429 633 081  
Secretary: Wayne Bastow                                5985 7535  
PO Box 4012 ROSEBUD  
secretary.morningtonpeninsular@vvaavic.org.au  

CASTLEMAINE  
President: Ernie Plumridge                5472 4651 
Secretary; Bob Miller                 5472 4146                0407 727 145 
11A Ray Street CASTLEMAINE 3450   
secretary.castlemaine@vvaavic.org.au  

MURRAY BORDER  
President: Gary Treeve          (02) 6059 2765               0407 480 201  
Secretary:  Wayne Milne                                   0458 555 481 
PO Box 8084 WONDOGA 3690    
secretary.murayborder@vvaavic.org.au  

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS  
President: Tony Benham                5427 4954                0410 084 066 
Secretary: Trish Power                5428 3243                0409 333 235  
secretary.centralhighlands@vvaavic.org.au  

MUSEUM  
President: Ian Diss                                             5956 6400             Fax 5956 6406 
Secretary: Jeanette Diss                                     5956 6400             Fax 5956 6406 
PO Box 318 SAN REMO 3925    
secretary.museum@vvaavic.org.au  

DIAMOND VALLEY  
President: Peter Blackman                 9459 5117                0400 363 143  
Secretary: Gary Scott                9435 8155                0405 324 099  
PO Box 542 GREENSBOROUGH 3088  
secretary.diamondvalleyanddistrict@vvaavic.org.au  

NOBLE PARK  
President: Ray McCarthy                  9798 5379               0418 552 804  
Secretary: John Pilkington                  9737 9393               0413 163 749  
PO Box 295 NOBLE PARK 3174  
secretary.noblepark@vvaavic.org.au  

ECHUCA  
President: Ken Jones                 5480 0139                0408 384 670  
Secretary: Bob Johnson                 5483 7411                0409 971 726 
PO Box 743 MOAMA NSW 2731 
secretary.echuca@vvaavic.org.au  

NORTH-WEST  
President: Tom Clayton                  9306 7474               0438 306 709  
Secretary: Basil Tiligadis                  9354 5299               0419 890 340 
PO Box 211 GLENROY 3046  
secretary.northwest@vvaavic.org.au  

FRANKSTON  
President: Ray Weston                 9772 5351  
Secretary: Cheryl Myers                 9776 6600  
PO Box 1429 FRANKSTON 3199  
secretary.frankston@vvaavic.org.au  

OUTER EASTERN  
President: Gerry Turner                                    0425 862 858  
Secretary: Maree Ferguson                  9722 9787               0414 369 213  
PO Box 763 BORONIA 3155  
secretary.outereasternmelbourne@vvaavic.org.au  

GEELONG & DISTRICTS  
President: Reny Nieuwenhof                                  0417 414 689 
Secretary: Steve Stevens                                    0418 534 526 
PO Box 484 GEELONG 3220  
secretary.geelong@vvaavic.org.au  

RAAF  
President: Lee Scully    9827 8313               0419 687 438 
Secretary: Rick Holmes    9317 7304  
PO Box 462 ASCOT VALE 3032  
secretary.raaf@vvaavic.org.au  

GIPPSLAND  
President: Lindsay Morton                 5144 6526  
Secretary: Mick Hawryluk                 5144 3542  
PO Box 902 SALE 3850  
secretary.gippsland@vvaavic.org.au  

SWAN HILL  
President: Harold Heslop JP   5033 1896               0448 778 010  
Secretary: Maralyn Toppinen   5033 2614                      
PO Box 1650, SWAN HILL 3585  
secretary.swanhill@vvaavic.org.au  

GOULBURN VALLEY  
President: Kevin Heenan                               5829 2258                0418 507 396  
Secretary: Jeff Stanyer                 5862 3829                0419 135 909  
139 Fuzzards Road, NUMURKAH VIC 3636  
secretary.goulburnvalley@vvaavic.org.au  

WARRNAMBOOL  
President: Don Roberts    5568 1837               0467 556 818 
Secretary:  Refer President    
C/- 9 James St PORT FAIRY 3284 
secretary.warrnambool@vvaavic.org.au  

MARYBOROUGH  
President: Lee Turton                 5461 1962                 0422 825 381  
Secretary: Daniel McIver OAM                5464 1219  
PO Box 274 MARYBOROUGH 3465  
secretary.maryborough@vvaavic.org.au  

WEST GIPPSLAND  
President: Ross Tunbridge                                   0425 751 247  
Secretary: Mike Latimer    5628 7692               0418 386 871  
PO Box 556 DROUIN 3818  
secretary.westgippsland@vvaavic.org.au  

MELBOURNE WEST  
President: Vic Pilch                 9749 5281                0410 350 889  
Secretary: Ray Matthew                 9749 2835                0400 107 130  
PO Box 1430 WERRIBEE PLAZA VIC 3030  
secretary.melbournewest@vvaavic.org.au  

WIMMERA  
President: Rex Dumesny    5384 2230               0428 324 953 
Secretary: Tony Welbourn                  5381 2438            
PO Box 345, HORSHAM VIC 3400  
secretary.wimmera@vvaavic.org.au  

 INTERNATIONAL/ HEADQUARTERS  
Administrator: State Secretary 
Direct all enquiries through State Secretary 
Refer contact details inside front cover. State Directory current as at 20 August 2013 

VVAA Victoria Sub Branches 
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