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Welcome to the summer 
edition of FSB Vic, I hope you 
find it interesting and informa-
tive. I want to especially wel-
come new members to the 
Branch and old friends returning 
again; we value your member-
ship and trust that your involve-
ment with VVAA Vic. is reward-
ing. 

It is interesting to reflect 
on the progress of veteran issues 
now that we are some 10 months 
or so into the new Federal Gov-
ernment’s first term. Signifi-
cantly, compensation payments 
and pensions are now more fairly 
indexed, and some catch up 
achieved, The Prime Minister’s 
Advisory Committee has been 
formed, the children’s health 
study is underway and the Com-
munity Consultative Committee 
has been formed - however there 
may still be issues to be thrashed 
out with DVA, in order to ensure 
that this committee functions in 
the manner envisaged by those at 
the coal face.  

There is still much to be 
done, defence superannuants are 
still way behind in terms of in-
dexation and increases afforded 
to politicians super and even the 
aged pension - the struggle con-
tinues. We continue to be in-
volved in discussions concerning 
the proposed increase to aged 
pensions as any decision will 
impact on veterans in receipt of 
age service pension - to date, 
service pensioners have not been 
mentioned in the debate. We 
await the review of pharmaceuti-
cals benefits, and a review of the 
huge number of committees, 
some of which overlap, across 
the ex-service community.  

Closer to home, the State 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Council has adopted a strong yet 
measured response to National 
VVAA issues that impact directly 
on Victoria and we look forward to 
robust and productive debate on 
key issues including policy devel-
opment and striking a flexible and 
meaningful constitution that re-
flects contemporary thinking but 
also remains true to the basic 
building blocks on which the As-
sociation was founded. Of impor-
tance also, is the raising of a 
Memorandum of Agreement with 
the Australian Peacekeepers, 
Peacemakers and Veterans Asso-
ciation.   

At state level, it has again 
been a busy year. We have all been 
challenged to review our personal 
circumstances and welfare and to 
take a more meaningful role in the 
welfare of others. I subscribe 
firmly to the adage that welfare 
begins at home, and if our own 
affairs are in order, then collec-
tively we contribute to the well 
being of our Branch. I commend 
Sub-Branches for following up lost 
members and recruiting aggres-
sively, our membership numbers 
are sharply up, reflecting the good 
work. The challenge now is to 
keep up the momentum. 

Gippsland-La Trobe Valley 
is undergoing a significant change 
with a new sub-branch raised and 
other adjustments in recognition of 
the huge area that needs effective 
coverage. Information sessions in 
other areas of the state where our 
coverage is poor are scheduled for 
the last part of the year. 

VV Day 2008 at the Shrine 
of Remembrance, with a focus on 
Coral/Balmoral, was a huge suc-
cess despite the inclement weather, 
and I thank all Sub-Branches and 
members who made the effort to 

attend. To have both the Governor 
of the State and the Premier at the 
commemorations was something 
of a coup for us and I acknowledge 
the efforts of Peter Liefman, 
Maurie Benson and the other VV 
Day committee members for again 
ensuring a meaningful and high 
quality commemorative service. 
We were able to secure grants 
from DVA and the State Govern-
ment to assist with the costs of the 
day.     

Administratively, I believe 
that we are functioning well, with 
some tweaking required. Changes 
to our audit processes and report-
ing requirements are being bedded 
down. Jim Coghlan and Peter 
Bright have done a power of work 
with Consumer Affairs Victoria in 
order to give them confidence in 
our internal processes and to en-
sure that we keep control over de-
mands placed on us by CAV. 

Our bid for funding from the 
ANZAC Day Proceeds Fund, to 
cover administrative costs, and a 
bid from the Victorian Veterans 
Fund for education bursaries have 
been submitted.   These bids are 
crucial to our activities and in al-
lowing us to maintain a small re-
serve of funds. 

I trust that all members have 
a peaceful and relaxing Christmas 
period and return refreshed for the 
challenges that lie ahead. To every 
volunteer out there, I extend a 
heartfelt thankyou on behalf of all 
the membership. You are the heart-
beat of this Branch; you achieve 
much and are greatly valued. 
Thank you all for your personal 
support and encouragement during 
the year; it has been my privilege 
to be your President. 

Regards, Bob                
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Well, here we are, nearly at the end of the year with 
Christmas 2008 and the 2009 year just around the 
corner – just where has the year gone? 
 
Leading up to the end of the year, here are a couple 
of things for you to consider.... 
 
State Executive positions in 2009 – please consider 
nominating for a position on the State Executive. 
Yes, a bit of hard work at times but then its rewards 
are great.  Nominations need to be in to myself by 
the commencement of the 15 November 2008 State 
Council meeting to be held at Shepparton.  I would 
be most pleased to respond to any enquiries. 
State Meeting Calendar – has been sent out.  For 
Sub-Branches wishing to host a State Council meet-
ing, please make enquiries locally (Council, Tourist 
Information Centre) re any coming events that may 
fall on the same day of the meeting before nominat-
ing to be the host of a meeting. 
 
The highlight of the year would be Veterans Day – it 
was good to see so many veterans attending and I 
would think that the little bit of rain wouldn’t have 
dampened the day for veterans. 
 
I “let fly” at a recent State Council meeting as Sub-
Branches have not provided responses as requested.  
I have no problem with doing the job but get a bit 
peeved when responses from Sub-Branches are re-

FROM THE SECRETARY 
quested but not received, particularly where the State 
Exec is seeking Sub-Branch input on a matter to allow 
timely representations to be made on your behalf. 
 
I would like to see a nomination for the position of As-
sistant State Secretary.  The work will certainly keep 
you busy but it’s not because of the work, its because I 
would like to mentor a replacement in case I “fall of the 
rails” or I need to give the job away for say, health rea-
sons.  Call it succession planning or whatever you like 
but it is a necessary step to assist the Victorian State 
Branch to keep on top. 
 
I would be most happy to discuss this position with any 
interested persons. 
 
I would also like to thank Len Barlow for filling in for 
me on a few occasions and also for his work as our 
webmaster.  As you would be aware, the website un-
derwent a major review in 2008 and the successful con-
version from the old website was in no small way due 
to Len’s efforts. 
 
In finishing, best wishes for the coming festive season 
and please drive carefully with the aim of arriving at 
your destination, and ultimately, at home safely. 
 
Best regards 
 
Peter Bright 

VVAA Victoria has donated $1000 to the Australian Peacekeepers, Peacemakers and Veterans Asso-
ciation National Memorial Fund. The donation was approved by State Council at Sale.   

National Advisory Group re-raised. On a recommendation from Victoria, the National Advisory 
Group (NAG) has been re-raised by the VVAA National Council. The NAG will provide advice on 
policy direction and key issues to the National Council.  

WARNING ORDER: OPERATION RE-CONNECT 
 
With the VVAA Vic Sub-Branch boundary project completed, 2008 will see us moving to establish a 
presence in current ‘”blackspots” , and to make a concerted effort to re-connect with former members 
and to re-focus on what we do best - genuine welfare for the individual.    
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Manifesto 

The State Manifesto is undergo-
ing a review as a result of some 
of the issues having been ad-
dressed and new issues arising. 
All members are invited to pro-
vide input to the review through 
their  respective Sub-Branches. 
If you have an issue you would 
like to be considered for inclu-
sion in the revised manifesto, 
please speak to your Sub-Branch 
Secretary. 

Welfare Letter Campaign 

From the President: 

“Thank you to all the members 
and partners who took the time 
to contact me in relation to the 
welfare letter; your comments 
and encouragement are highly 
valued. Thank you also to those 
members who have shared the 
letter with mates; I have had 
calls from interstate vets who 
received a copy of the letter from 
a vet mate in Victoria. In the 
main, the letter has been well 
received, there were a few nega-
tive responses but that is to be 

What’s going on at State? 
expected given the somewhat con-
frontational nature of some of the 
contents of the letter. I expected as 
much when I decided to send the 
letter out, but on balance the risk 
was worth it. The challenge now is 
to maintain the momentum”. 

Men’s Health Peer Education 

Take the time to have a look at the 
latest Men’s Peer Health magazine at 
www.dva.gov.au/health/menshealth/
magazine.htm 

The magazine is full of great ideas to 
help us all improve the quality of our 
lives, and the thrust of the magazine-
promoting healthy lifestyles for Aus-
tralia’s veterans-is in keeping with 
the theme of our welfare letter; it all 
starts with you. 

The Victorian DVA Men’s Health 
Peer Education Coordinator is Re-
becca Chumbley. Rebecca can be 
contacted at 03 9284 6727 or  email 
at Rebecca.Chumbley@dva.gov.au 

Gary Treeve, from Murray Border is 
the Vic. MHPE Volunteer Represen-
tative; he is very passionate about 
the program. 

TPI Association Service of 
Thanksgiving and Com-
memoration 

It was my honour to represent 
the VVAA Vic. membership at 
the TPI service at the Shrine of 
Remembrance on Wednesday 8 
October. Many of our member-
ship are TPI’s and many are also 
members of the TPI Association. 
Like the VVAA, the TPI Asso-
ciation is struggling to find vol-
unteers of our age group to take 
on some of the highly valuable 
work undertaken. Unfortunately, 
such has been the decline in 
numbers attending the annual 
service, that next year com-
memorations will take the form 
of a less formal pilgrimage at the 
Shrine. 

Many of us benefit substantially 
from the hard won concessions 
available to TPI members; I ask 
that you consider giving some 
time to the TPI Association-after 
you have volunteered for VVAA 
Vic. of course!    Thanks, Bob. 

 

If you are looking for a fellow vet, we now 

have a page on our website where we can list the 

name of a veteran you may be seeking to contact.   

 All you need to do is to notify our Webmaster 

(Len Barlow) at webmaster@vvaavic.org.au advis-

ing of the know details of the veteran being 

sought.   This information will be listed on the web-

page along with your contact details so if the vet, or 

anyone who knows the vet, sees it, they can contact 

you. 

 The information will remain on the website for 

three months after which it will be removed as we need 

to be mindful of management issues related to such a 

webpage. 

 Go to our webpage at www.vvaavic.org.au and 

look down the "Contents" column for "Looking For" 

LOOKING FOR A VET? 

http://www.dva.gov.au/health/menshealth/magazine.htm�
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/menshealth/magazine.htm�
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/menshealth/magazine.htm�
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/menshealth/magazine.htm�
mailto:Rebecca.Chumbley@dva.gov.au�
mailto:webmaster@vvaavic.org.au�
http://www.vvaavic.org.au�
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VICTORIAN VVC APPOINTMENT 
VVAA Vic congratulates State President Mr Bob 
Elworthy on his appointment to the Victorian Vet-
erans Council for the next 12 months. 

The Victorian Veterans Council was established 
in 2006 under the Veterans Act 2005 and plays an 
important role supporting Victoria’s veterans and 
reporting directly to the Premier on issues affecting 
the Victorian ex-service community. In addition to 
advising the Premier, the VVC distributes the AN-
ZAC Day Proceeds Fund and the new Victorian 
Veterans Fund. 

Background to the Victorian Veterans Council 
The Victorian Government established the Council 
in response to two significant changes in the com-
munity. The first change is that many veterans are 
getting older. The ageing of the veteran community 
has a number of important consequences. As peo-
ple age, their need for care often increases. The 
total number of veterans is declining as the older 
generation passes away. Many of these veterans are 

survived by their widows who also need a higher level 
of care as they age. The second change is that there is 
increasing community interest in our military history 
and the service of our veterans, particularly amongst 
younger Victorians. The Victorian Veterans Council 
will help respond to these issues. 

Functions 
The Victorian Veterans Council will have a number of 
functions, outlined in the Act. These are to:  
 provide advice to the Premier on issues affect-

ing the ex-service community  

 distribute the ANZAC Day Proceeds Fund to 
ex-service organisations for welfare activities 
(this role was previously carried out by the Pa-
triotic Funds Council)  

 distribute the Victorian Veterans Fund  

 advise the Minister for Consumer Affairs on the 
regulation of patriotic funds. 

Bonus for Veteran Pensioners, Students & Carers 
Media release - Minister for Veterans' Affairs, the 

Hon. Alan Griffin Tuesday, 14 October 2008 

 

More than 326,000 veterans' affairs pensioners will 

receive the Rudd Government's bonus payment of 

$1400 for singles and $2100 for couples paid in the 

fortnight beginning 8th December 2008 to all De-

partment of Veterans' Affairs: 

 Service Pensioners; 

 Income Support Supplement recipients; 

 Commonwealth Seniors Health Card Holders; 

and Gold Card holders, including war wid-

ows, over service pension age who receives 

the Seniors Concession Allowance or Utilities 

allowance. 

 Around 4000 people receiving a benefit from the 

veterans’ children's education scheme will also 

receive a one off payment of $1000. 

 People who are receiving Carer Allowance from 

Centrelink will also receive $1000 for each eli-

gible person they care for. 

Payments will be tax exempt and will not be included 

for income-testing purposes. 

 

 

 Payment inquiries: DVA 133 254 

http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubLawToday.nsf/a12f6f60fbd56800ca256de500201e54/4f5d494491c7877fca25720400042e38!OpenDocument�
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Printer Add. 

The names of the 14 Australians who will serve in 
the Prime Ministerial Advisory Council on Ex-
Service Matters (PMAC) have been announced. 
  
The Chair of the Council will be Dr Allan Hawke, 
former Secretary of the Departments of Veterans’ 
Affairs and Defence and the current Chancellor of 
the Australian National University.  
  
Dr Hawke will be assisted by Frank Benfield, Dr 
Robert Black AM RFD, the Hon Graham Edwards, 
June Healy OAM, Commodore Nick Helyer MBE 
RANR, Warrant Officer Peter Hind OAM, Ken Kip-
ping AM, Gail MacDonell, Anne Pahl, Philip Pyke, 
Donna Reggett, Brigadier Keith Rossi AM OBE 
RFD ED (Rtd) and Brigadier Neil Weekes AM MC 
(Rtd).  
  
The members of the Council are different to any 
other current veteran representative group. Members 
are drawn from every part of the veteran commu-
nity, including servicemen, partners of veterans, war 

PRIME MINISTERIAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
widows and veteran advocates. The Council reflects 
and brings together the diverse groups in the veteran 
and ex-service community. 
  
The Council was scheduled for the first time in October 
2008. At its first meeting council were to confirm its 
terms of reference and advise on a review of current 
consultation mechanisms between DVA and the ex-
service community. The Government will also seek the 
Council’s advice on major issues facing the portfolio in 
coming months, including the study of suicide in the 
ex-service community and the reconsideration of the 
Clarke Review recommendations not previously ac-
cepted by the Government.  
 
 Bob Elworthy, VVAA Vic State President, advises that 
he worked for Allan Hawke some years back and reck-
ons he is a great appointment to chair the committee. 
Melbourne members will be familiar with Keith Rossi 
who has worked voluntarily at ANZAC House for 
years, and Neil Weekes was our keynote speaker at VV 
Day 2008 at the Shrine. 
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WARD 17 GETS FUNDING FOR REFURBISHMENT 

Have you registered your family with the Viet-
nam Veterans Family Study? 

It seems that a small number of people have 
registered with the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs to date.    This means that it will not be 
possible to draw much in the way 
of conclusions regarding sons and daughters� 
health or quality of life issues.  All information 
provided is confidential.  

For four years now veteran organisations have 
worked to convince the government to investi-
gate the health of our sons and daughters. Now 
that the government has committed to under-
take a study, it is up to us to ensure that the 
study is meaningful by signing up to participate 
in the study. Remember also, that this study 
will be of benefit to other veterans and their 
children 

Please register your interest by:           

 Phone: 1800 502 302  or,     

                                       

VETERANS FAMILY STUDY 

Photo caption (left to right): 

Mike Annett, CEO of RSL Victoria, Bob Elwor-

thy, President of VVAA (Victoria Branch), Tony 

Robinson, MP, Minister Assisting the Premier on 

Veterans Affairs, and Maj-Gen. Peter Haddad, 

Chair of the Victorian Veterans Council, inspect 

Ward 17 following the announcement of $15.5 

million for refurbishments at Heidelberg Repa-

triation Hospital earlier this year. 

 Web sit:     http://www.dva.gov.au/health/
research/fsp/vv/  or, 

 Email:           healthstudy@dva.gov.au   or, 

 Mail:  

Family Study Program 

Department of Veterans Affairs 

PO Box 21 

WODEN ACT 2606 

VVAA Victoria has worked in support of 
COVVHS in order to make this study a reality; we 
have agreed in our state manifesto that the study is 
a high priority. Please commit to the study and en-
courage your children to do likewise. 

Those who have registered by phone have indi-
cated that the operators are very pleasant, it takes 
only a short time, it’s a free call with minimal in-
formation taken over the phone. 

 

http://www.dva.gov.au/health/research/fsp/vv/�
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/research/fsp/vv/�
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/research/fsp/vv/�
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/research/fsp/vv/�
mailto:healthstudy@dva.gov.au�
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SASR PTE DAVID FISHER RETURNS HOME 

The Minister for Defence Science 
and Personnel, the Hon. Warren 
Snowdon MP has announced that 
remains recovered in the Cam My 
District of Vietnam in late August 
have been officially identified as 
Private David Fisher. 
 

Private David Fisher of the Special Air Ser-
vices Regiment (SASR) fell from a rope be-
neath a Royal Australian Air Force helicopter 
during a “hot extraction” of his patrol on 27 
September 1969. 
 
It is now known that Private Fisher died as a 
result of the fall and was hastily buried by en-
emy soldiers who discovered his body. 
 
“I am very pleased that the remains of this 
brave soldier have now been accounted for and 
his family, mates and country can finally wel-
come him home to rest in peace. 
  
“Thankfully, Private Fisher’s identification 
tags were not removed and this has been ex-
tremely useful during the recovery process. 
 
 “Finding Private Fisher after nearly 40 years 
brings us near to the end of another chapter in 
the history of the Australia’s involvement in 
the Vietnam War,” Mr Snowdon said. 

Planning is now underway to repatriate Private 
Fisher’s remains home to Australia. 
  
Private Fisher is the fourth and last Australian 
Soldier to be located and his return will complete 
the recovery of all Australian Army personnel 
who were lost on operations and not recovered 
during the Vietnam War.  Lance Corporal Parker 
and Private Gillson were repatriated to Australian 
in June 2007 and Lance Corporal Gillespie in De-
cember 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two Royal Australian Air Force personnel, Flying 
Officer Michael Herbert and Pilot Officer Robert 
Carver remain unaccounted for from the Vietnam 
War.    

DID YOU KNOW 

Worldwide, 20,000 brands of beer are brewed in 180 styles, from ales, lagers, pilsner and 
stouts to bitters, cream ales and iced beers. 

Beer has been a popular beverage for a long time. Babylonian clay tablets show detailed reci-
pes of beer making in 4300 BC. Beer was also brewed by the ancient Chinese, Assyrians and Incas. 
An Egyptian text of 1600 BC gives 100 medical prescriptions using beer. A few years ago, the New Cas-
tle Brewery in England brewed 1,000 bottles Tutankhamun Ale from a 3,200-year old recipe found in 
the sun temple of Queen Nefertiti. 

Commercial beer making was established in 1200 AD in present-day Germany. In 1506, the German Pu-
rity Law is issued, specifying that beer ingredients must only be water, barley, wheat and hops. Bottling 
of beer started in 1605. 
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Recently reported in the 
Warragul and Drouin Gazette 
is the following article that is 
a welcome observation and a 
good read: 

“Monday, August 18 was 
a day to recognise our Vietnam 
veterans, but I did not realise it. 
It is not marked on calendars or 
diaries. The first I realised this 
very special day was while 
watching the news. 

 I then remembered see-
ing a single wreath of flowers at 
the Drouin cenotaph, and at the, 
time I wondered about the sig-
nificance of this. 

 I have been through a 
range of emotions since then, 
mainly sadness and anger. 

 How sad that I was 
oblivious and naive to this spe-
cial day. 

Although it’s not surpris-
ing considering, the Beijing 
Games are on. What a distrac-
tion. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF VIETNAM VETERANS DAY? 
How sad that when I was 

educated at both government and 
private schools I was not edu-
cated about the Vietnam War or 
offered Australian history. 

 I was taught a lot about 
British and American history  
Why was I not educated about my 
own country and its native history 
and culture. 

 How sad that war exists.  
When it comes to anger, well it is 
just another item to add to the list 
of things to be angry about with 
regard to governments and politi-
cians. 

I am also angry with myself 
for not personally taking respon-
sibility to know about these 
things. 

 But then that’s why we go 
to school to be educated isn’t it? 

 And now writing this I re-
alise I am actually lucky to be 
here. Quite a while ago I realised 
what a privilege it is to be on this 
planet. I am humbled, I do my 
best to take care of  it and its 

The Story Writing & Art Competition (SWAC) 

is a popular annual event run specifically for 

members of Victoria’s ex-service community. 

It attracts hundreds of entries each year in the 

categories of painting, craft, photography, story 

writing and poetry. 

The Competition is a joint initiative of Victo-

rian ex-service organisations, the Department 

of Veterans’ Affairs and the Heidelberg Repa-

triation Hospital. It receives generous sponsor-

ship from the corporate and community sec-

tors. 

VVAA Victorian State Branch sponsors SWAC to 

the value of $650 per annum -  $500 being to-

wards the SWAC administration costs,  $150 be-

ing prize money for first place ($100) and second 

place ($50) in Category 4A (Photography - war/

armed services). 

 The competition began in 1962 at the Repatria-

tion General Hospital as therapy for returned sol-

diers and has grown in popularity ever since.  

There is probably no end to vets talents, so have a 

look at www.dva.gov.au/vic/services/swac/

about.htm and give it a go in 2009!! 

STORY WRITING & ART COMPETITION (SWAC) 

creatures, many of whom are far 
smarter than us mere humans. 

 So conveniently for the 
powers that be another extremely 
significant day goes by. No public 
holiday and all a bit of a hush up. 

 When it comes to public 
holidays I’m as Aussie as they 
come with snags on the barbie, 
beer with mates and having the 
day off. 

 But lets get the days and 
the meaning behind it right. 

 While I’m at it the local 
council has a lot to answer for. 

So bring on November and 
I am sticking my hand up. 
I know how to listen and I know 
how to do and I have loads of life 
experience.” 
  
Jo Hansen 
Drouin 
 
Editor: Thanks Jo, the Vets ap-
preciate your comments. 

http://www.dva.gov.au/vic/services/swac/about.htm�
http://www.dva.gov.au/vic/services/swac/about.htm�
http://www.dva.gov.au/vic/services/swac/about.htm�
http://www.dva.gov.au/vic/services/swac/about.htm�
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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 2008 ~ MELBOURNE  
 Under cloudy skies and with the odd shower, a large 

crowd of veterans and families gathered at the 

Shrine for VV Day 2008 in the presence of the Gov-

ernor of Victoria, Professor de Kretser and Mrs de 

Kretser, the Hon. John Brumby MP, Premier of Vic-

toria and a long list of other VIP’s. The keynote ad-

dress was delivered by Brigadier Neil Weekes AM 

MC (Retd) . 

The march past was led by the banners of RAR As-

sociations, in keeping with the Coral/Balmoral com-

memoration theme of the day.  

The march, which was led this year by the Air Force 

Band, included a contingent from HMAS Cerberus and 

a warm up drum recital by the Caulfield South Primary 

School Drum Corps.  The ranks were whipped into 

shape by WO1 Peter Zajac CSM, Warrant Officer 

Ceremonial, Victoria Barracks for the last time. Peter, 

who is leaving on posting, has been involved with our 

VV Day ceremonies since 2006 and will be missed. 

Also taking part in the march were members of the 

SEATO medical team and South Vietnamese veterans.  

The VV Day organising committee thanks all those 

who attended the day, and extends thanks to ADF units 

and others who contributed to a special day. 
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In a simple but moving service, a plaque com-
memorating the service of RAAF personnel in Viet-
nam was unveiled in the Garden of Reflection of 
Melbourne’s Shrine of Remembrance prior to the 
main Vietnam Veterans Ceremony on 18th August. 

The plaque, set beneath the branches of a beautiful 
tree adjacent to the Vietnam Wall of the Garden of 
Reflection Memorial, was unveiled by Air Commo-
dore Ken Watson AM, representing the Chief of 
Air Force and “Snow” Coughlan, who was awarded 
the Conspicuous Gallantry Medal during his Viet-
nam Service, before about 70 guests, including Bob 
Elworthy, Victorian State President of the Vietnam 
Veterans Association of Australia, veterans and 
friends. 

In his welcoming address, RAAF Vietnam Veterans 
Association (Vic) President, Nick LeRay-Meyer 
AM noted: 

“..that despite being on active service longer than 
most units of previous conflicts, the in-theatre units 
specially formed for RAAF Vietnam service were 
never accorded the honour of a sovereign-approved 
or official unit crest.  Mindful of that situation, the 
plaque being unveiled today displays only the 
RAAF crest; use of which was approved by the 
Chief of Air Force.  While the lack of official or 
unofficial unit badges may disappoint some, it was 

RAAF VIETNAM PLAQUE UNVEILED 

after all, an RAAF commitment, even if at times, it 
seemed to many of us that the RAAF hierarchy of that 
era attributed little significance to our formidable 
achievements. 

Today, some 36 years after “Wallaby Airlines” com-
pleted their last operational sortie and some 33 years 
since RAAF aircraft assisted in the evacuation of Sai-
gon, we in Victoria now have a plaque that commemo-
rates the service of all those RAAF personnel who 
served our nation in South Vietnam, and especially 
those 14 who lost their lives during that active service 
period.  It is our fervent hope that this plaque within the 
grounds of this magnificent Shrine of Remembrance, 
will be a place where we veterans and our families can, 
from time to time, assemble as a group or visit indi-
vidually, to pause and commemorate the lives of those 
who paid the supreme sacrifice, those who served, 
those who have since passed on and recall the friend-
ships forged in Vietnam during times of stress and 
peril.  May others who pause here after we are gone, 
remember our service to the nation!” 

Following the unveiling, a number of wreaths were laid 
during which Tony Pahl OAM, a former No 9 Squad-
ron Iroquois gunner, recited the following poem that he 
had written especially for the unveiling: 

(Cont. over page) 
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NEW MEMORY FOR OLD BLOKES 
(RAAF Vietnam Remembered) 

A memory is unveiled today – a reminder and so much more 
A plaque to honour we who served – as airmen in a war 
All volunteers who heard the call – we answered with our heart 
And were sent to serve in Viet Nam – where each one did his part 
On foreign soil we lived and toiled – in the air we made our stand 
To support the quest for freedom – in a sad and ancient land 

We who served recall the times – when sweat was mixed with tears 
And regardless of the task at hand – we swallowed our worst fears 
To ensure the job we had to do – in the air or on the ground 
Was carried out with speed and care – and we revelled in the sound 
Of aircraft engines and surging air – underscored with silent pride 
In the knowledge that the job was done – all doubts were cast aside 

Silently we returned back home – proud of what we’d done 
Though soon we came to realise that – our youth had somehow gone 
Replaced by hardened minds and hearts – we fought to find a peace 
And over time we saw the light – and though they didn’t cease 
Nightmares waned and in our lives – that knowledge and our pain 
Was relegated to the cargo hold – and the clouds held no more rain 

Wallaby, Albatross, Magpie, Bushranger – call-signs of birds of war 
Flown and tended, maintained, remembered – by all who ever saw 
The red kangaroo and blue roundel – the sign of Australia’s own 
Squadrons that excelled in time of war – and rightly became renowned 
And we, my friends, we served with pride – during a time that history 
shows 
Was a pivotal point in a time of doubt – and in our hearts that honour 
flows 

Sir Richard Williams in his plane – high up in heaven’s skies 
Looks down on us this morning and – in satisfaction, sighs 

RAAF VIETNAM PLAQUE UNVEILED (Cont’d) 

Eyes of the Tiger - Diary of a Dirty 
War is an explicit account of the 
real Vietnam War told through 
vivid stories of some of the mem-
bers of the first Australian Recon-
naissance Platoon, 5RAR during 
their 66/67 tour of SVN .  

While the film is told through the 
eyes of the 5RAR platoon, their ex-
periences speak to the vast majority 
of Vietnam Veterans. 

10% of every sale goes to the 5RAR 
Vietnam Veterans' Association. 
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Discharge Planning 
Going home from hospital requires careful planning 
and it is important for members of the veteran com-
munity to consider what will happen during and 
after hospital stays.  Veterans and war widows and 
their families or carers should be closely involved 
in planning discharge from hospital, along with 
their GPs.  The Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
(DVA) recommends taking the following steps to 
make sure recovery is as smooth as possible: 
 
 Ask your doctor or the hospital staff as soon 

as possible about the expected date and time 
of discharge; 

 Find out what to expect during recovery, how 
long it may take, how to care for yourself 
when you go home and whether there will be 
restrictions on your activities; 

 Consider whether your carer may require 
extra help during your recovery and discuss 
this with your carer and hospital staff.  Home 
nursing care and/or Veterans’ Home Care 
may be arranged for you (depending on eligi-
bility and availability); 

 Understand about using any new medication 
as well your old medication. Check how 
many days supply of medication has been 
provided; 

 Consider how you will travel home from 
hospital and whether your transport is suit-
able for your medical condition and state of 
health.  If you require assistance for travel, it 
may be available from DVA or your State/
Territory Government; 

 Before you are discharged, make sure that 

GOING HOME FROM HOSPITAL 
you have any equipment needed to assist in your 
recovery and that you know how to use it; 

 Ensure you are aware of any necessary appoint-
ments with doctors and other health profession-
als; 

 Before you leave hospital enquire about a dis-
charge summary for your Local Medical Officer 
or GP; 

 Remember to take any private x-rays, medical 
documents, medicines and personal belongings 
with you. 

 
Careful discharge planning helps ensure the best re-
covery possible.  There are hospital staff whose role is 
to assist the discharge process - Veteran Liaison Offi-
cers in private hospitals and discharge planners and 
sometimes social workers in public hospitals.  Mem-
bers from many Ex-Service Organisations are also of-
ten available to provide support to veteran and war 
widow patients. 
 
Whilst staff in hospitals and day procedure centres are 
responsible for checking whether you are eligible for 
DVA-funded services and assisting you in planning 
discharge, it is essential that you or your carer is ac-
tively involved in the planning process.  It is also im-
portant to ensure that your GP is involved. 
 
Hospital staff and your Local Medical Officer or GP 
are the best sources of information and advice on re-
turning home from hospital.  For further information 
on DVA services or eligibility for treatment contact 
your nearest DVA office or local Veterans’ Affairs 
Network (VAN) office. 
 

General Inquiries – connects callers from anywhere to their capital city office. 133 254 

Non-metropolitan Callers - connects non-metropolitan callers to their nearest DVA capital 
city office. 1800 555 254  

Dialling from interstate - connects interstate callers to any DVA capital city office using 
voice prompts. 1300 13 1945 

Local VAN offices - connects callers to their nearest VAN office. 1300 55 1918 
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VETERANS’ AFFAIRS BUDGET 2008-09 
Key Points: 

 $11.59Bn funding; including $6.34Bn for 
compensation and income support and 
$4,87Bn for Health and Health Services.  

 Funding of $lM over 4 years for Suicide 
Awareness Program.  

 $3M over 3 years for Operation Life.  
Extend the number of repeat prescriptions 
available to almost 290,000 with chronic 
health conditions.  

 Total additional funding of $14.9M over 4 
years for BEST and TIP.  

 Carer Allowance Bonus $600, Carer 
Payment or Carer Service Pension Bo-
nus $1,000, and $1,600 bonus for those 
getting both Carer Allowance and Partner 
Service Pension or Carer Service Pension.  

 $500 Senior Bonus for those over veteran 
pension age at 13 May 2008. 

Two Significant Changes for Partners: 
 
 Age requirement for partner service pension 

eligibility Increased from 50 to veteran pen-
sion age unless claimant has dependent 
children or is the partner of a TPI. Effective 
from 1 July 2008, will not affect current 
partner service pension recipients. 

  Currently, married service pension recipi-
ents who separate from the veteran spouse 
retain entitlement to a service pension until 
they divorce or re-partner. De-facto part-
ners lose pension immediately they sepa-
rate. From 1 January 2009, a married part-
ner’s entitlement will be limited to 12 
months from the date of separation, unless 
the partner or veteran starts a new relation-
ship, in which case the partner service pen-
sion entitlement will cease immediately. 
This will apply to all partner serviced pen-
sion recipients who have been separated for 
12 months as at 1 January 2009. 

VVAA Membership Subscription Renewals for 2009 due as at 31st December. 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL ~ 2009 

SUB-BRANCH MEMBERS:  
Forward Membership Renewals direct to your Sub-Branch. 

HEADQUARTERS MEMBERS:  
Forward Membership Renewals to VVAA State Office: 

AMOUNT DUE:                        $20.00 

NAME: SERVICE NUMBER: 

ADDRESS: PHONE(H): 

 PHONE(M): 

 EMAIL: 

Your Membership is important to ALL Veterans as it gives VVAA a voice on important issues that directly affect 
YOU and your mates. It also helps greatly with VVAA Association cash flow and ensures you are kept up to date 
with both VVAA National (Debrief) and Victorian State (FSB-Vic) issues via regular newsletters. 
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Dose Administration Aids 

Almost everyone has those moments when you 
wonder ‘where did I leave the keys?’ Many fac-
tors can cause you to forget small things – busy-
ness, loneliness, illness or ageing are just a few. 
Not a great problem if you are looking for a 
parking space but potentially dangerous if you 
forget when or how to take your medicine. 

Dose Administration Aids (DAAs) are a con-
venient way to make sure you take your tablets 
at the right time and in the right amount. Each 
DAA is a pillbox or blister pack that separates 
tablets according to day of the week or time of 
the day. 

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) 
recognises the importance of taking medicine 
correctly. To help you improve your own medi-
cine use, DVA has produced a Veterans’ 
MATES module on DAAs. This explains the 
benefits of using a DAA to manage your medi-
cines. DVA has also introduced a DAA Service, 
where the pharmacist will pack DAAs free of 
charge for eligible veterans. 

Medicines Advice and Therapeutics Education Services 
(Veterans’ MATES) 

Use this quick checklist to see if you might benefit 
from using a DAA: 

 I take more than 4 solid oral medicines a 
day; 

 I am confused about why I have different 
medicines and how to take them; 

 I sometimes forget if I have taken my medi-
cines; or 

 I have a chronic illness or medical condition; 

If you agreed with any of these statements, you 
may benefit from using a DAA. 

For more information about DAAs in general, re-
fer to the Veterans’ MATES module number 16 at 
www.dva.gov.au/health/veteransmates. 

For more information about the DVA DAA Ser-
vice, refer to www.dva.gov.au/health/daa or speak 
to your pharmacist or GP. 

A co-payment still applies for medicines used in the DVA 

William Hacking bursary recipients  Erin Date and  Katie Sanford, both daughters of Vietnam Veterans, are 
achieving outstanding results in their studies. Congratulations to both Erin and Katie!! 
 

BURSARY RECIPIENTS KICKING GOALS 

Erin is studying for a Bachelor of Science 
(Psychology/Psychotherapy) at the Swinburne 
University of Technology  

Katie is undertaking a Bachelor of Education at  
the University of  Ballarat. 

http://docs.google.com/RawDocContents?docID=dgbzs7k8_15g23hfphs&justBody=false&revision=_latest&timestamp=1221128341484&editMode=true&strip=true#sdendnote1sym�
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/veteransmates�
http://www.dva.gov.au/health/daa�
http://docs.google.com/RawDocContents?docID=dgbzs7k8_15g23hfphs&justBody=false&revision=_latest&timestamp=1221128341484&editMode=true&strip=true#sdendnote1anc�
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Notice Board 
The Notice Board is intended to be similar to those you see in other Veteran publications and can include personal notices 
such as Wanted to find, Reunions, get togethers, hobby related matters etc. 
The VVAA Victoria Branch President retains the right to refuse acceptance of any notice that does not accord with the aims 
and objectives of the VVAA. 
Please forward your notices to the State Office or Email to ‘Editor VVAAVIC@vvaavic.org.au’. 

Carmen Schnegg nee Hayles is searching for her father 
Ian Robert Hayles who is listed on the Nominal Roll as 
serving with 5RAR & 7RAR in SVN Oct 1969 > Aug 
70. 

Would anyone knowing the whereabouts of Ian Hayles 
please pass on his Carmen’s contact details which are 
carmen@schnegg.name. 

***** 

 

Wanting to locate 2791919 Robert Hobart, Royal 
Australian Engineers National Serviceman, SVN Jan 
1970 ~ Dec 1970, DET 11 MC Group. Anyone 
knowing Robert should let him know that friends 
Kevin Aiken and sister Lyn Abbott would love to 
catch up and can be contacted on: 

Phone 02 4325 6445, Mobile 0428 256 445,  

Email. brulynabbott@cirruscomms.com.au 

***** 

would plague him for decades.  

The childhood adventures, beautifully evoked by his 
descriptive prose, pale when the young mug Lair be-
comes volunteer Private Don Tate, fighting for his life 
in a new jungle – Vietnam.  

His description of life as a grunt, of the misadventures 
of young Australian men in a strange land and of their 
eventual fight for survival on the battlefield and in hos-
pital, leaves nothing to the imagination and scales new 
heights of honesty in war writing. There is nothing 
glorious here. Tate takes the reader on a dark and 
shocking journey from the blood and gore of jungle 
battlefields to recreation leave whorehouses and post-
war mental asylums where no subject is taboo.  

Along the way he reveals atrocities, official dishonesty 
and denial and he straightens the record on some of the 
most disgusting official behaviour of the war.  

He became known as the man fighting to get recogni-
tion for his platoon – the 2nd Defence and Employ-
ment Platoon.  

It was a fight he eventually won: the platoon will now 
be written into the official history as an ad hoc platoon.  

Tate’s writing will shock many, but this book will not 
be easily forgotten. It is required reading and deserves 
a place alongside the classics of Australian memoir.  

Don Tate is a Vietnam veteran 
who overcame incredible odds 
to create a memoir that can be 
described as A Fortunate Life 
on steroids. As with A B 
Facey’s moving autobio-
graphical tale of his time as a 
soldier at Gallipoli, his return 
to civilian life and his tri-
umphs over adversity, Tate’s 
classic Australian story deals 
with the human condition up 
close and in the raw.  

The grandfather and former soldier serves up a brutally 
honest insight into a life less fortunate, the story of an 
abused boy who grows into a brutal man, but whose 
brains finally triumph over the brawn and balls required 
to survive the jungle that was his early life on the out-
skirts of Brisbane.  

The strength of this memoir is not only Tate’s amazing 
recall and easygoing style, but also his honesty. His fa-
ther was a tough but useless lay-about and a constant 
disappointment to his long-suffering and loyal wife and 
the string of children born into a life of poverty and mis-
adventure.  

The sexual abuse suffered by young Don at the hands of 
a Catholic nun is a new twist on an age-old theme and 
an early introduction to the wiles of the opposite sex that 

The War Within by Don Tate 

mailto:carmen@schnegg.name�
mailto:brulynabbott@cirruscomms.com.au�
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Vietnam Veterans are within the age group that makes us particularly susceptible to Prostate Cancer. 
Many of us know of someone who has had Prostate Cancer, or perhaps has died as a result of the dis-
ease.  

Prostate Cancer is a taboo subject for many veterans, but we must at least try to put information in front 
of our members - by doing so we will be providing practical welfare support to our members. 

Those of us who saw the sad spectacle of Ted Whitten, stricken with Prostate Cancer, doing a final lap 
of the MCG a few days before his death will never forget it, and we would not want that to happen to 
any of our mates if we could help it.  

PROSTATE CANCER FACTS 

 Prostate Cancer is the most common cancer in Australian men excluding non-melanoma skin 
cancers. 

 There are more Prostate Cancer deaths than breast cancer deaths in Australia. 

  In 2005 more than 2900 Australian men tragically died from Prostate Cancer. 

 In 2006 it is estimated that 18700 new cases of Prostate Cancer were diagnosed in Australia. 

 Australian men have a 1 in 5 risk of Prostate Cancer by the age of 85 years. 

 Regional and rural Australian men have a 21% higher mortality than men in capital cities. 

 Certain risk factors have been consistently associated with Prostate Cancer: 

 Age: Risk increases with age for men from 50 years onwards. 

 Family History: Men whose father or brother has or had Prostate Cancer are at greater risk. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Speak with your GP about Prostate Cancer - this is your first step in your own health promotion. Re-
member that often there are no symptoms in the early stages of the disease.  

 Ask your GP to conduct a PSA test (a blood test) and a digital examination. A combination of a PSA 
test and digital examination should be included as a part of your general male health check from 50 
years of age onwards or from 40 years of age if there is a family history of Prostate Cancer. 

Talk to your partner and your mates about Prostate Cancer, encourage each other to take Prostate Can-
cer seriously. 

MORE INFORMATION 

There are 84 Prostate Cancer support groups in Australia. Information is available at 
www.prostate.org.au or 1800 22 00 99.     

 

 

PROSTATE CANCER 

http://www.prostate.org.au�
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Do you act FAST? 
 
If one of your family or friends had a stroke would 
you know what to do? Would you even know how to 
recognise if it might be a stroke?  
 
The National Stroke Foundation is aiming to distrib-
ute 1.3 million FAST wallet cards which are designed 
to help people remember the signs of stroke using the 
FAST test.  You can find your free copy of the wallet 
card in this newsletter. 
 
The FAST test involves asking three simple ques-
tions: 
 

 Face – Can the person smile, has their mouth 
drooped?  

 Arms – Can the person raise both arms?  

 Speech – Can the person speak clearly and un-
derstand what you say? 

 Time – Act FAST and call 000 immediately. 
 
Recognising any of these signs and calling 000 im-
mediately can be the difference between death or 
severe disability and making a good recovery. 
 
For more information or to order more wallet cards 
visit www.strokefoundation.com.au or call StrokeLine 
on 1800 787 653. 

Would you know if you were having a 
stroke? 

 
If you felt the side of your face go numb or were 
unable to move your arm - what would you do? 
 
According to the National Stroke Foundation, you 
could be experiencing the signs of stroke, and they 
say too many people who experience them are wait-
ing to see if the symptoms disappear instead of call-
ing an ambulance straight away.  
 
Facial weakness and arm weakness, along with 
speech difficulties are the most common signs of 
stroke and yet the least recognised.  
 
The National Stroke Foundation says that it is vital 
anyone experiencing the sings of stroke or seeing 
them in someone else should call 000 immediately.  
 
Stroke Foundation CEO, Dr Erin Lalor, says that 
getting medical treatment immediately can make a 
huge difference to someone’s recovery. 
 
“We say that time lost is brain lost. Getting immedi-
ate treatment can be the difference between death or 
severe disability and making a good recovery after a 
stroke.” 
 
“There is a simple test for stroke that everybody 
should know it’s called the FAST test,” she said. 

HAVING A STROKE? ~ ACT FAST 

HEART HEALTH  
 

VVCS is currently promoting VVCS Heart Health Groups in the following areas: Bulleen, Castlemaine, Essen-
don, Frankston, Geelong, Glen Waverley, Knox, Melton, Windsor. 
 
Anyone interested should contact VVCS John Finch as detailed below. 

Jon Finch Counsellor/Caseworker  
MELBOURNE VVCS - Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service      
PO Box 12631  
MELBOURNE  VIC 8001  
Tel 03 8640 8700 Fax 03 9663 3683  

http://www.strokefoundation.com.au/�
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Register your interest by calling VVCS on: (03) 8640 8700, 1800 011 046 or Fax (03) 9663 3683 

VVCS GROUP PROGRAMS  

Sons & Daughters:  
Discovering Resilience  
3 Hour Workshops 
This program is designed for sons and 
daughters of veterans who experience sig-
nificant levels of anxiety or depression The 
program is beneficial far participants who 
often feel overwhelmed by stressful situa-
tions and would like to learn how to iden-
tity and develop their strengths and re-

Sons & Daughters:  
Anger Management  
Ten (10) two-hour sessions 
This program is designed for sons and 
daughters of veterans who experience their 
anger and/lor aggressive behaviour as a 
problem. Topics will include triggers to 
anger and/or violent behaviour and strate-
gies to prevent this behaviour and its conse-
quences.  

Sons & Daughters: Life Skills 

3 Hour Workshops 

These information and discussion forums 
cover topics such as:  

 Understanding emotional and men-
tal    health impact of war and mili-
tary training on veterans and their 
families.  

 Building stronger relationships  

 Anger Management  

Early Retirement  
Introductory 1 Day Workshop and/or com-
prehensive program of yen (10) two-hour 
sessions 
This program is available for veterans who 
have retired or are considering early retire-
ment It explores attitudes to work and retire-
ment, feelings of stress and loss and teaches 
skills to help you cope with the transition 
from the routine and structure of work to 
retirement .  

Doing it Diffently: Dealing with Anger and 
Aggression 
Twelve (12) two-hour sessions 
This program is designed for veterans who 
experience their anger and/or violent behav-
iour as a problem. Topics will include triggers 
to anger and/or violent behaviour and strate-
gies to prevent this behaviour and its conse-
quences.  

Heart Health 
Two (2) one-hour physical activity sessions for 52 weeks 
The Heart Health program is structured and time limited up to 12 
months. It aims to help veterans and peacekeepers to Increase heart 
health through regular exercise; establish healthier and sustainable 
lifestyle improvements; engage in ongoing self-directed heart health 
activities; and promote social contact. The Heart Health program 
Includes 2 physical activity sessions each week and 15 educational 
sessions which cower topics such as: diet, stress management and 
other important aspects of physical and mental health.  

Managing Depression & Overcoming Anxiety  
Ten (10) two-hour sessions 
This program is available for veterans who have been diagnosed 
with depression and experience some anxiety symptoms. Topics 
include managing negative thinking, developing self-awareness, 
lowering physiological arousal arid stress, arid maintaining moti-
vation. 

Sleeping Better  
3-hour workshop with four (4) follow-up sessions  
The objective is to provide participants with an enhanced under-
standing of their individual sleep patterns, the factors affecting 
sleep and strategies to facilitate improved sleep patterns. 

Residential Lifestyle  
6 day residential 
This program is a 6-day residential program designed for veteran cou-
ples, however single veterans also report positive benefits arid are in-
vited to apply. The program covers strategies to improve your lifestyle 
arid to assist you to manage stress. it will include relaxation and stress 
management; practical advice on health; strategies to identity and man-
age anger; problem solving and communication skills. 

Partners’ Self-Care  
Introductory 1 day workshop and/or comprehensive program of ten (10) 
two-hour sessions  
This program encourages partners to share experiences and provide mutual 
support and assist partners of veterans to consider ways to take care of their 
own psychological and physical health. 

Operation Life  
SuicideTALK 2-hours, safeTALK 14 days, ASIST 2-day program, ASIST 
TuneUp ½ day refresher  
Operation Life is a national suicide prevention strategy for the veteran 
community. The course is conducted by LivingWorks, and available free 
to veterans, their partiers, sons and daughters, through financial support 
from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, The courses will increase par-
ticipant’s knowledge, skills and confidence in responding to people at risk 
of suicide.  
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VVAA VIC BRANCH INC  
MELBOURNE WEST 
President: Ron ROBINSON                       9748 6568 Mob: 0439 599 281 
Secretary: Tony HIND                                9748 8101 Mob: 0419 348 558 
E-MAIL: secretary@melbournewest.vvaavic.org.au 
MELTON & DISTRICT 
President:  Kevin KNEEBONE                                             9746 6672 
Secretary: Linden WEBB JP                      9743 2098 Mob: 0407 503 393 
E-MAIL: secretary@meltonanddistrict.vvaavic.org.au 
MITCHELL 
President: Ross STEWART                                                 5796 2666 
Secretary: Ross GREGSON                      5792 3227 Mob: 0417 973 573 
E-MAIL: secretary@mitchell.vvaavic.org.au 
MORNINGTON PENINSULA 
President: Bob SUTTON                            9775 4118 Mob: 0400 825 386 
Secretary: Bob FRANCIS                          5981 1285  Mob: 0408 808 041 
E-MAIL: secretary@morningtonpeninsula.vvaavic.org.au 
MURRAY BORDER ASSOCIATION 
President: Garry TREEVE                                                     02 6059 2765 
Secretary: Pat SHANAHAN                                                        02 6043 1989 
E-MAIL: secretary@murrayborder.vvaavic.org.au 
MUSEUM 
President: John METHVEN OAM  
                                              5956 6400 Fax: 5956 6406 Mob:  0417 347 551                             
Secretary: Bill NOBLE                                     5956 6400 Fax: 5956 6406  
E-MAIL: secretary@museum.vvaavic.org.au 
NOBLE PARK 
President: Ray McCARTHY                      9798 5379  Mob: 0418 552 804 
Secretary: John PILKINGTON                  9737 9393  Mob: 0413 163 749 
E-MAIL: secretary@noblepark.vvaavic.org.au 
NORTH-WEST 
President: Tom CLAYTON                         9306 7474 Mob: 0438 306 709 
Secretary: Basil TILIGADIS                                                 9354 5299 
E-MAIL: secretary@northwest.vvaavic.org.au 
OUTER EASTERN 
President:  Bill CANE                                9801 1872  Mob: 0418 347 684 
Secretary: Judy HEATH                             9799 7739 Mob: 0400 822 644 
E-MAIL: secretary@outereasternmelbourne.vvaavic.org.au 
RAAFV 
President: Brendan LYNCH                                                 9741 4157 
Secretary: Rick HOLMES                                                    9317 7304 
E-MAIL: secretary@raaf.vvaavic.org.au   
SWAN HILL 
President: Harold HESLOP JP                                            5033 1896 
Secretary: Ken BALL                                 5030 2265 Mob: 0438 079 494 
E-MAIL: secretary@swanhill.vvaavic.org.au 
WARRNAMBOOL 
President: Mick CAIN                                                           5568 4272 
Secretary: Terry McINERNEY                                             5561 2566 
E-MAIL: secretary@warrnambool.vvaavic.org.au  
WEST GIPPSLAND 
President: Gary ELLIOT                             5941 1436 Mob: 0409 594 114 
Secretary: Margaret RICARDO                  5623 3707 Mob: 0417 125 617 
E-MAIL: secretary@westgippsland.vvaavic.org.au 
WIMMERA 
President: Ken TAYLOR                                                      5385 2719 
Secretary: Russ MITTEN                           5382 1491 Mob: 0419 539 169 
E-MAIL: secretary@wimmera.vvaavic.org.au 

BALLARAT 
President: Bill DOBELL                       5336 1538 Mob: 04448 180 475 
A/Secretary: Wayne HOFFMAN               C/- Ballarat RSL 5342 0658 
E-MAIL: secretary@ballarat.vvaavic.org.au 
BENDIGO 
President: Max GODWIN                                                5442 5940 
Secretary: Sue ARTHUR                                                5446 9033  
E-MAIL: secretary@bendigo.vvaavic.org.au  
BOX HILL 
President:  John HAWARD                                             9803 3301 
Secretary: Charles KOOK                                               9872 3325 
E-MAIL: secretary@boxhill.vvaavic.org.au   
CASTLEMAINE  
President: Lindsay McQUEEN                                        5472 1229 
Secretary: Bob MILLER                                                  5472 4146 
E-MAIL: secretary@castlemaine.vvaavic.org.au  
CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 
President: Dave PARROT JP               5420 7723 Mob: 0419 590 088 
Secretary:  
E-MAIL: secretary@centralhighlands.vvaavic.org.au  
DIAMOND VALLEY  
President: John BONIFACE                 9434 6035  Mob: 0416 127 421 
Secretary: David FRY                           9459 0294 Mob: 0400 008 509 
E-MAIL: secretary@diamondvalleyanddistrict.vvaavic.org.au 
ECHUCA 
President: Peter GILES                         5482 4273 Mob: 0419 559 962 
Secretary: Norm PEACOCK                     5480 7580  Mob: 0419 322 569 
E-MAIL: secretary@echuca.vvaavic.org.au  
FRANKSTON 
President: Ray WESTON                                               9772 5351 
Secretary: Martin RUDELBACH                                     9551 1353 
E-MAIL: secretary@frankston.vvaavic.org.au  
GEELONG & DISTRICTS 
President: Mick MUTTON                     5244 0580 Mob: 0412 709 223 
Secretary: Michael BYRNE                                                       5278 5500 
E-MAIL: secretary@geelong.vvaavic.org.au  
GIPPSLAND 
President: Ed JONES                                                     5149 7479 
Secretary:  
E-MAIL: secretary@gippsland.vvaavic.org.au 
GOULBURN VALLEY 
President: Peter DEALY                                                 5862 3969 
Secretary: Kevin HEENAN                   5829 2258  Mob: 0418 507 396 
E-MAIL: secretary@goulburnvalley.vvaavic.org.au 
INTERNATIONAL/HEADQUARTERS 
Administrator: State Office                                              9655 5588 
E-MAIL: secretary@vvaavic.org.au 
LATROBE VALLEY 
President: Jim SADDINGTON              5174 3239 Mob: 0417 392 938 
Secretary: Gerry SEXTON                                             5174 3891 
E-MAIL: secretary@latrobevalley.vvaavic.org.au 
MARYBOROUGH 
President: Graham SHARD                  5461 3153 Mob: 0417 548 497 
Secretary: Bob FLORANCE                                 Ph/Fax 5460 5407  
E-MAIL: secretary@maryborough.vvaavic.org.au 
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