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Hard to believe that we are nearing the end of the year! It is useful to reflect on what we have achieved 
together during 2007.  We welcomed new sub-branch Castlemaine, laid Private Peter Gillson to rest at 
last, gifted the VVCS name to the wider veteran community, conducted a successful pre-federal elec-
tion campaign, hosted the VVAA National Congress, saw the official opening of the National Vietnam 
Veterans Museum, developed a closer relationship with APPVA and financially supported their memo-
rial fund, added a second William Hacking Bursary, conducted a professional VV Day ceremony at the 
Shrine, increased our membership base, completed a major Sub-Branch boundary review, updated our 
manifesto, conducted our second President’s workshop and had a significant influence at national 
level.. And that’s probably only half of it! 
 
My travels around the state confirm how fortunate we are to have such a willing band of  volunteers 
who give freely of their time to help veterans. I wish to acknowledge the “veteran first” commitment of 
the entire Regional Welfare Centre team, TIP trainers, Advocates, Pension Officers and Welfare Offi-
cers, our legal advisor (one of many hats!) Peter Liefman, Sub-Branch committees, the State Branch 
committee who support me so wonderfully well, the Education Team, Branch office volunteers and the 
many others who give of their time without fuss or fanfare in order to ..”Fight Like Hell for the Liv-
ing”. 
 
After years of battling we are finally seeing results regarding TPI compensation indexation, the Inter-
generational Health Study and Long Tan medals. These results have come about because of a very 
large dose of persistent and sensible lobbying, and we can all take some enjoyment from the results 
which will benefit veterans and their families. But we must remain vigilant and aware of the tasks 
ahead as there is still much to do; we must ensure that the Government of the day honours promises to 
the letter and we must continue our fight for a better deal for carers and widows, seek better aged care 
facilities for veterans, fix the pharmaceuticals co-payment system, address the growing unfairness of 
the claims system, assist younger veterans and more. 
 
Next year promises to be just as busy. While we continue to work the “big ticket” items, there is a real 
need for us to re-focus our attention on what we do best- grass roots welfare and caring for each other. 
We all lead busy lives and it is easy to get lost in the hurly burly. I believe that there is a pressing need 

for us to get closer to our mates and to seek out veterans who 
have slipped through the cracks. 
 
I thank you all for your support and encouragement. I intend to 
stand for President again in 2008, and I encourage you all to 
consider standing for positions at state or sub-branch level, your 
expertise is needed. In closing, I wish you all a safe and holy 
Christmas and good health in the New Year. 
 
Bob Elworthy 

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 
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Thanks to all who contributed to FSB-Vic during the year and helped make it interesting to our many readers. 

With nearly 3,000 copies distributed twice a year right across Victoria, and some overseas, the task is an ongoing 
and satisfying one getting information out to our members and families. 

Next year you will see more information appearing on the VVAA Vic website and less “large slab” articles in 
F S B - Vic. Large wordy articles take up a lot of space and arguably give no extra info than a “headline” 

article.  

It is your newsletter, so have your say and table your opinion to the Editor, either through the 
State Office or at editor@vvaavic.org.au . 

Surprise, surprise, another year has bitten the dust and good old Santa is around the corner 
once again. To all members and families, may you have a safe and healthy Christmas followed 

by your New Year promises which we all keep, don’t we??  

Merry Christmas from your Editor. 

A WORD FROM THE TREASURER 
Well, here we are, almost at the end of another year, 
this year has gone so fast I some times just cannot 
believe it. 
 
This has been a great year for the State, with the 
hosting of the National Congress in May, the open-
ing of the Museum; both of these have been the 
highlight of my year. 
 
At this moment I am getting ready for the Warrnam-
bool Congress. The Audits will be given out at this 
Congress and will be in the same format as the past 3 
years; however, this will change next year. 
 
I have had talks with the Dept of Consumer Affairs 
(Mr. John Stevens,) who informs me that next year 
the Audits will be sent out direct to you. They will 
not be in the old format, but a simpler one. They are 
also talking about the amount of money you have in 
the bank before you have to do an Audit. This might 
sound a bit strange to you, but we, as the Executive, 

will have to revisit the Constitution and the AIs to keep 
up with all the changes. 
 
As you can gather, I will still be on the Exec next year, 
most likely as the Treasurer. This will be year 6 or 7, I 
have lost count. 
 
I know Bob Elworthy has a big agenda next year in rela-
tion to membership, so I will be around to see what 
comes out of it. 
 
I enjoyed a great holiday this year with a trip to Cairns 
and the Gold Coast. Now that my wife has retired, I 
would like to go somewhere each year. 
 
I trust you and you families enjoy a great Xmas and I 
will see some of you in Swan Hill for the AGM. 
 
All the best. 
 
James Coghlan 
VVAA State Treasurer 

We only just started the year and here we are at the 
end – where has the time gone!! 
 
There has been a steady flow of correspondence 
throughout the year that has been dealt with in accor-
dance with the relevant priority.   Where applicable, 
this correspondence has been on-forwarded to Sub-
Branches. 
 
There have been a number of enquiries from Sub-
Branches regarding administration practices for 
which responses were provided.  Please remember 
that I am only too happy to respond to your enquir-
ies. 

A WORD FROM THE SECRETARY 
 
I intend to stand for the position of Secretary in 2008.  
There was no-one in the Assistant Secretary’s position 
for 2007 and I would like that to change for 2008 – no 
experience necessary!! 
 
Best wishes for the coming festive season and if you 
are travelling, please drive carefully and aim to arrive 
at your destiny and ultimately at home safely. 
 
Regards 
 
Peter Bright 
State Secretary 
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Disability Pension Payments 

Arrest the erosion of the value of all levels of disability pension payments (general rate, intermediate rate, special 
(TPI) rate, EDA rate) and subsequent loss of earning/purchasing power caused by indexation methodology.  In-
cludes the abandonment of the split indexation of the Special (TPI) rate and catch-up payments where there has 
been financial detriment to veterans. 

Children’s Health 

Immediately commence a far- reaching and adequately funded study into the health of the children of Vietnam 
Veterans.  

Mental Health 

Provide better and simplified mental health assessment, treatment, and compensation regimes. Improve and sim-
plify psychiatric condition acceptance procedures. Provide adequate funding to ensure eligible veterans have ac-
cess to mental health professionals, mental health programs and facilities, including hospital beds.  

Veteran Aged Care 

Seek Government provided aged care facilities for veterans. Seek Government assistance with meeting the cost 
of entry into retirement village type accommodation. 

Private Health Insurance for Carers 

Given the Government’s current reluctance to budge on TPI payments and pharmaceuticals, we need to look for 
alternative ways of putting some value back into Veteran compensation payments. 

Carers (whether in receipt of carers allowance or not) of Veterans to be recognized by Government as providing 
a valuable service which in fact saves the Government significant funds by keeping Veterans at home and out of 
medical facilities. We will argue that a Veteran needs to provide private health insurance in order to ensure that 
the carer can remain available, and that this is a heavy financial burden. By providing private health insurance 
the Government is taking out cheap insurance so that a carer will be able to get immediate medical attention if 
needed and thus the Veteran may not need to be hospitalised - thus saving costs for the provision of medical ser-
vices. 

Medical and Dental Services 

Ensure unrestricted access to medical, dental and allied services for entitled veterans. Adequately remunerate 
specialists thereby encouraging them to treat veterans. Extend gold card entitlements to spouses of gold card 
holders.  

Pharmaceuticals 

Provide free pharmaceuticals for entitled veterans. 

Retrospective Awards 

Conduct reviews into the lack of bravery awards made to Vietnam Conflict service personnel with the aim of 

VVAA STATE MANIFESTO  
(Authorised: State Council Meeting – Sale, 4 August 2007)  
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retrospectively making appropriate awards, including allowing foreign awards to be recognized. Broaden the 
award of active service medals to include personnel who were engaged in certain logistic support and evacuation 
operations.  

Rental Assistance 

Current superannuation rules, increases in real estate prices and a tight rental market are all contributing to rising 
rental costs and a shortage of rental properties (some owners are selling their rental properties in order to take 
advantage of attractive super rules). Veterans in rental situations are under increasing pressure.  

This matter has been raised with government before and rejected, however we must try again and look for a dif-
ferent approach. 

Funeral Benefit 

Increase the funeral benefit for all eligible veterans to at least $4000. 

Alternative Medicine and Health Services 

Provide free access to alternative medicine and health services for gold card holders.   

Legal Aid 

Provide legal aid to Vietnam Veterans in all states through state legal aid commissions irrespective of the case. 

Role of Carers 

Give proper recognition to the role of carers of Vietnam Veterans. Provide funding and resources to allow access 
to community health facilities and adequate respite breaks. 

War Graves 

Maintain as official war graves, the graves of all Vietnam Veterans who died on active service and are buried in 
Australia, irrespective of whether the funeral was conducted privately or with military honours. 

Counselling Access 

Remove age and time limits for access to VVCS counselling services for children of Vietnam Veterans and di-
vorcees.  

Voluntary Work 

Acknowledge the value of TPI veterans undertaking voluntary work. 

Medal Issue 

Immediately improve and adequately resource the medal issuing authority in order to overcome long delays in 
delivering service medals to eligible personnel. 

 

VVAA STATE MANIFESTO  ~ cont’d 
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PRESENTATION to the NEW GENERATION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ballarat Vietnam Veterans pay tribute to the new generation by presenting flowers, a teddy bear and a certificate 
to the first baby born in Ballarat on the anniversary of Long Tan. 
 
Vietnam Veterans Association Treasurer Mr. Norm Johns said the presentation was a chance for the Association 
to say thank you to the Ballarat community because they had been supportive of Vietnam Veterans in Ballarat. 
 
Mr. Johns stated this is the third year of recognizing the new generation and the tradition will continue in future. 
 
Well done to the Ballarat initiative. Perhaps this idea will be taken up by other Sub-Branches.  

L>R:VVAA Ballarat Secretary Sonya Petrovic, Parents Douglas 
and Corrina Farquhar with their son Zeke Dougie and VVAA Bal-
larat Treasurer Norm Johns 

The Vietnam Veterans Federation in NSW has apparently changed its name to the Vietnam Veterans and 
Peacekeepers and Peacemakers Association of NSW. This name change has caused considerable angst 
within  the APPVA ranks in Victoria as the change was done without consultation with APPVA. 
 
National VVAA Council issues resolution in support of APPVA. 
 
At the October VVAA National Council in Adelaide, the following resolution in support of APPVA was re-
leased:  “This Council acknowledges and applauds the significant achievements of APPVA in support of 
younger veterans, and reaffirms the determination of the VVAA to continue to support the independent exis-
tence of APPVA and to work cooperatively with APPVA for the betterment of all veterans”    

VIETNAM VETERANS FEDERATION NAME CHANGE 
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An open letter to all Vietnam Veterans 
YOUR MUSEUM 

Dear Fellow Vietnam Veteran 
 
The vision for the National Vietnam Veterans Museum is that it will be a spiritual home and a source of healing, 
understanding and education for ALL Vietnam Veterans.    
 
The National Vietnam Veterans Museum has come about because of years of hard work and the vision of the 
VVAA Victoria Museum Sub-Branch. Financial assistance has been provided by the Federal and Victorian Gov-
ernments, various sponsors and Victorian Vietnam Veterans. 
 
Despite best endeavours to advertise and explain the status of the museum, it is apparent that the message has not 
reached all Vietnam Veterans, particularly those Veterans residing outside Victoria. Some Veterans are not 
aware of the status of the museum or that they are able to have their service recorded at the museum.  
 
The National Museum is above ESO rivalries, real or imagined. Though created largely by the efforts of  VVAA 
Victoria, the museum IS NOT a VVAA facility; it is the National Museum for ALL Vietnam Veterans and fami-
lies, it is YOUR museum. ALL Vietnam Veterans and their families are welcome at the museum.  
 
At present, the museum is operated by an interim management committee. In time, the responsibility for operat-
ing the museum and preserving the museum for future generations will pass to a board of trustees, chosen from 
the ex-service community.  
 
Through “Buy a Brick” campaigns and direct donations, some Vietnam Veterans have financially supported the 
museum and have had their service permanently recorded on the walls of the museum. It is regrettable that for 
whatever reason, ALL Vietnam Veterans have not had the opportunity to be part of the initial campaign. How-
ever, opportunities still exist for Veterans, unit associations and families to participate in similar campaigns in 
the future. 
 
If you are a member of an ESO and you are unaware of the museum and what it stands for, may I suggest that 
you ask your ESO to provide you with information? Alternatively, if you don’t belong to an ESO or wish to 
make a personal enquiry, you can contact the museum. Telephone 03 5956 6400, or email vvmu-
seum@nex.net.au 
 
The National Vietnam Veterans Museum at Phillip Island, Victoria, is YOUR Museum, dedicated to preserving 
and faithfully recording Vietnam War history for future generations. I encourage you to support The National 
Vietnam Veterans Museum and to ensure that YOUR story is told. 
 
Regards,    
Bob Elworthy 
President 
Victorian State Branch 
Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia 

NATIONAL VIETNAM VETERANS MUSEUM 

mailto:vvmuseum@nex.net.au�
mailto:vvmuseum@nex.net.au�
mailto:vvmuseum@nex.net.au�
mailto:vvmuseum@nex.net.au�
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Advice from: 
TRAINING & INFORMATION PROGRAM [TIP] 

Training Consultative Group [Victoria] 
 

FUNERAL BENEFITS 

Background 

Under s99 of the VEA 1986 a funeral benefit can be paid in respect of a Veteran: 
 Whose death was war-caused; 
 Who died in an institution or while traveling to or from an institution; 
 Who was being or had recently been treated for a terminal illness; or 
 Who died in indigent circumstances 

The past policy approach to paying funeral benefit under s99 has been to pay the benefit directly to 
the person who incurred the funeral expense on presentation of receipts 

Recent developments 

In a recent case, the deceased Veteran’s widow residing in one state, and not on good terms with the 
veteran’s parents, held a memorial service for her deceased partner. Then the veteran’s remains were 
transported to his parents state of residence, where a full funeral was held. 
The widow claimed the funeral benefit for the memorial service, which was granted. Soon after, the 
parents lodged a claim for funeral benefits. 
Under the VEA 1986 only one funeral benefit can be claimed. 

New funeral benefit policy 

The following items should be noted with reference to s99 of the VEA 1986: 
 There is advice from Legal Services Group that indicates that the funeral benefit can only be 

paid once for each eligible veteran. 
 It is already policy that under s98 of the VEA 1986 all funeral benefits must be paid to the es-

tate. NOW all payments under s99 must be paid to the estate 
 There is an exception where the veteran’s remains have been donated to science or there is no 

estate or the estate has been closed[see below]. 

Exceptions 

Body donated to research 

In circumstances where DVA is informed that an eligible veterans’ body has been donated to re-
search, the funeral benefit of up to $2,000 may be paid where:- 
 The research institution returns the remains to the family and the family is responsible for the 

cost of a funeral [ie; the institution does not pay for the funeral] 
 A memorial plaque is erected in memory of the veteran, and/or a memorial ceremony is held 

without the remains present. 

FUNERAL BENEFITS 
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No estate / Estate is closed prior to burial 

It is recognized that in some circumstances there may be no estate, or the estate has been closed by the 
time a claim for funeral benefit is granted. 
In this case, the person who incurred the expense can be directly reimbursed per the current procedure 
as long as the funeral meets the definition below, and the delegate is satisfied that the claimant is the 
same person who incurred the expense 

Definition 

The purpose of the funeral benefit is to assist the bereaved family to pay the unavoidable costs of the 
veteran’s funeral. In reality, while the ceremony, refreshments and memorial are important aspects, the 
essential part of a funeral is the burial or cremation of the veteran’s remains. 
 
It is therefore important to ensure that burial or cremation has taken place prior to reimbursement of 
funeral costs under s99 of the VEA 1986. 
 

Funeral benefits NOT granted 

Situations where funeral benefits NOT paid include: 
 Where the research institution carries out the final disposal of the body 
 Reimbursement for a plaque is not available if a plaque has been provided by the Office of Aus-

tralian War Graves 
 If a memorial service was held and funeral benefit paid, then the veteran’s remains are later re-

turned, the funeral benefit cannot be claimed a second time. 
Conclusion 
This document only refers to s99 of the VEA 1986. [Quote DI C24-2007 for further info] 

FUNERAL BENEFITS (cont’d) 

Eyes of the Tiger - Diary of a Dirty 
War is an explicit account of the 
real Vietnam War told through 
vivid stories of some of the mem-
bers of the first Australian Recon-
naissance Platoon, 5RAR during 
their 66/67 tour of SVN .  

While the film is told through the 
eyes of the 5RAR platoon, their ex-
periences speak to the vast majority 
of Vietnam Veterans. 

10% of every sale goes to the 5RAR 
Vietnam Veterans' Association. 
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VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 2007 ~ MELBOURNE  
The Veteran as Author 

By  
Gary McKay MC 

 

An address delivered at the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance on Saturday 18 August 2007 

Distinguished guests, fellow veterans, ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls. 

About twenty-two years ago I was asked to write my memoirs and was probably the first person 
from the Viet Nam generation to write a non-fiction account of his time in war. By good fortune and 
a brilliant editor - who turned my words into readable prose- it became a best-seller, and fame - if not 
fortune- was mine. But I am not here to talk about what I have written on the war, I want to talk 
about why writing about war is important. 

Until the late 19th and early 20th Century, writers and those who chronicled war tended to analyse 
the battles, the campaigns and the strategies of the conflict. Men sat down and wrote about wars from 
as early as the Battle of Hastings. More often than not, the war was glorified to an extent, leaders’ 
accomplishments were extolled, and the winnings and booty from battle were added to the State cof-
fers. 

However, the dreadful carnage of the First World War seemed to put an end to that style of literature 
and a more accurate and historical chronicle of the war became more in vogue.  

All Quiet on the Western Front, a novel by Erich Maria Remarque, a German veteran of the Great 
War, wrote explicitly about the horrors of that war, and also of the deep detachment from German 
civilian life felt by many men returning from the front. The book was first published in German in 
January 1929 and went on to sell 2.5 million copies in twenty-five languages. His book opened the 
flood gates for military literature and since then combatants have taken up the pen and brought the 
savagery, brutality and senselessness of war into print, and by doing so, into the conscience of the 
general public. 

But one could ask for what reason, what have these authors achieved? We look about the history of 
this planet since 1914 and ask ourselves do the political decision makers ever bother to read a war-
rior’s account of what they have been through for the sake of war, which we have been told by arm-
chair bureaucrats is, ‘only an extension of foreign policy’. I sincerely doubt it, but it doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t stop writing about it. I have often said that I don’t believe there are any winners in a war. I 
truly don’t. Until the American War in South Viet Nam, the ‘winners’ were those who lost the least, 
usually in terms of manpower and materiel pertaining to the economic infrastructure of the warring 
nations. Viet Nam was different, the Americans lost 50,000 dead and it cost them billions and bil-
lions of dollars; Australia lost 500 dead and also spent billions of dollars. The Viet Cong and NVA 
lost ten times that number killed, incapacitated and wounded and almost had the country destroyed 
economically. Were there any winners? 

Combat, whether the veteran is a soldier, sailor or airman, is a very personal thing. Let’s not muck 
around, combat, especially ground combat, is about one group of people trying to kill another group 
of people. The air force rarely experiences it at close hand - unless their flying machine is very close 
to the ground or shot down. The navy would prefer that their battles are done at relatively long range 
and that they are out of range of the other side. Infantrymen and ground combat troops however - 
especially in the American War in South Viet Nam - often fought their war at relatively close quar-
ters.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Novel�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erich_Maria_Remarque�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germany�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War�
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My own platoon normally had firefights or as Australians refer to them – ‘contacts’ at distances of 15 
to 25 metres – most of the time. With that proximity comes one principal factor that adds a dimension 
to the combat experience – noise. Fighting is an extremely noisy business and unless one has been 
through it, it is difficult to describe the entire experience of combat. The noise heightens other stress-
ors such as fear and shock, and when you throw in terror or horror from the battlefield, it can be an 
overwhelming experience for most soldiers. 

The requirements of war fighting and the technology of soldiering also make the battlefield an unholy 
place to be. The savagery of weaponry with high explosives, high velocity weapons and armaments, 
and the impact of such weaponry upon the human body can be at times more than horrific. The effect 
of weapons such as anti-personnel Claymore mines upon humans is awesome and often too terrible to 
describe, let alone recall. 

And with combat comes casualties to your own side. They are an unavoidable and most probable price 
that the combatants have to pay in the quest for victory. And most soldiers, sailors and airmen will tell 
you that it is a price that they wish they didn’t have to pay. You will also find that many survivors 
from the battlefield – just like plane crash survivors - carry a feeling of guilt that they survived, and 
their friends, and mates, did not. 

All of these things that I have just mentioned all go together to produce one overwhelming emotion 
that is most common on the battlefield. Fear. It doesn’t matter whether you are lying on your guts 
looking down your rifle barrel at an advancing enemy intent on your destruction - regardless of what it 
will cost them; or providing close air support from a helicopter gunship whilst under fire, or providing 
counter-battery fire onto an enemy shore battery from a destroyer, it all comes down to one thing that 
gets the adrenalin pumping – fear. 

Everyone who has been in combat experiences fear. Those who say they don’t are simply liars. 
George Patton said ‘no sane man is unafraid in battle’ and that sums it up. If you are not scared then 
you are nuts. It is natural, and for warriors it is about controlling that fear that is important. It is okay 
to be scared or frightened, the important thing is that you control it, and do not yield to it. 

So this brings me to the point that all of the experiences that a veteran has are usually indelibly etched 
into one’s memory banks. I will bet that everyone here today can remember some time in their life 
when they have been scared. It might have been being bailed up by a savage dog or nearly coming to 
grief swimming or some such event, but your fear never lets you forget the incident. 

So when the warrior turns into a writer, the sword giving way to the pen to so badly pun, there is no 
need for guesswork or imagination on his or her behalf, because the personal experience of fighting is 
well and truly burnt into the memory banks and does not fade.  

There are advantages for the veteran author as one can call upon those sometimes traumatic experi-
ences to add the ‘colour’ and depth to what ever it is the writer is communicating to the reader 

I can put my hand on my heart and say I have seen courage and cowardice, fear and terror, grief, 
shock and horror. I have not only seen it but I have felt it and smelt it. And that gives the veteran au-
thor an incredible assistance when writing about how others behave and react when in combat. 

The veteran author who pens military works - whether they be non-fiction or fiction - brings that 
credibility of ‘having been there and done that’ to the work. What I would underline however is that 
just because one has been in combat doesn’t necessarily make one an expert on all matters pertaining 
to the battlefield or to that particular conflict.  

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 2007 ~ MELBOURNE cont’d 
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There are many facets to the battlefield – even more so today that the war in South Viet Nam that 
ended just over 32 years ago. The memories that a rifleman takes away from a battlefield will always 
be different from that of a radio operator, or a platoon commander, or a tank driver. They all have dif-
ferent jobs and see threats from different perspectives. But the emotions from the battlefield will usu-
ally remain fairly constant. 

The veteran author must be cognizant of this fact and not allow the personal experience to over-ride 
the whole. This is especially so in writing non-fiction accounts. The truth and nothing but the truth 
must be the first and foremost principle.  

Being in a war zone is like looking down on a very large pizza pie. Your own experience after a tour 
of duty I liken to a very, very thin slice of that pie. The fact is that the war zone - the theatre of war - 
is much larger and much more complicated, and there is a whole lot of pie left over once you take out 
your own experience. It was how I once described why I wanted to write an oral history called Viet 
Nam Fragments, because I knew that my own experience was really quite limited. 

But if recalling war through writing is cathartic I must be the healthiest veteran – at least mentally - in 
Australia. However, I have to say that as a result of an incident in Viet Nam two years ago I actually 
had to undergo counselling and found out that I had PTSD; but I had been ‘treating myself’ for the 
condition since 1987!  

But I am a believer in the catharsis in recollective writing and whenever I hear a veteran say that he is 
thinking of writing a book or putting down his or her memoirs I give full encouragement. It is good 
for the soul and once the actual writing/typing process is underway, much more is usually unlocked 
from that strange reservoir between our ears, and it does help the veteran to come to terms with their 
experiences. 

Having a veteran write books on the conflict has had a positive impact on the veteran community, es-
pecially given the situation that most Viet Nam veterans faced on returning to Australia. But not eve-
ryone coming home had paint thrown over them and not every group returning faced a hostile recep-
tion.  

However, most Viet Nam veterans in Australia did experience at the very least ambivalence and in a 
lot of cases a negative attitude by those in the community around them. I often used to say back in the 
late 1970s that ‘half the population hated our guts… and the other half didn’t care’. 

Many national servicemen whose tour of duty finished before their unit had finished their tour suf-
fered especially as they had no ‘military family’ in which to find succour or support and it was a case 
‘thank you very much for your service, now piss off.’ Most soldiers were discharged within a week of 
returning to Australia and some times into an unsupportive community. 

We have now reached the point in Australian literature where major publishing houses will not gener-
ally accept any more autobiographies on the war in South Viet Nam because it has ‘been done’. That 
should not stop those wanting to write and I encourage those who want to tell their story to do so – 
self-publish - because digital printing can still make your story accessible to the marketplace. So, for 
those with the desire I say go for it, your fellow veterans will appreciate it, and perhaps by chance 
those who make the decisions on committing troops to battle will also have a read. 

In closing I would like to thank the organisers of today’s commemoration for the sterling efforts they 
have put in, and the opportunity for me to be part of this event. Ladies and gentlemen, I will leave it 
there and thank you for your attention. 

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY 2007 ~ MELBOURNE cont’d 
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This year’s anniversary of the battle of Long Tan may pass with a little less public fanfare that last 
year’s 40th but the memories, both pleasant and unhappy, can be just as strong with each passing year.   
  
Most Vietnam veterans and their families are conscious of the range of emotions such anniversaries 
evoke. If you are commemorating the anniversary this year, help each other to focus on the positives. If 
it is more difficult for some veterans, it is important to accept this rather than to pretend that negative 
emotions do not exist.   
  
Each anniversary, I am reminded of the leading role Vietnam veterans have played in teaching us about 
the prevention and treatment of post traumatic mental health problems. Thanks to lessons learnt as a 
result of the Vietnam War, mental health professionals are able to offer better treatment to people who 
have survived car and workplace accidents, physical assault and natural disasters.   
  
We have also been better able to identify and effectively treat the mental health problems of older peo-
ple who experienced trauma many years ago, such as World War II veterans.   
  
On such anniversaries, if your memories are upsetting, you may find yourself becoming irritable and 
angry with family and friends, wanting to withdraw into yourself, or using alcohol as a way of coping. 
Below are some tips that other veterans have found helpful:   
  
• Try to limit the amount of TV and radio you watch and listen to about the anniversary, as well as dis-
cussions with other veterans  
• Build into your days plenty of relaxing and enjoyable activities that are unrelated to the anniversary  
• Spend time with other people and don’t be afraid to ask for a bit of support if you need it  
• Get plenty of rest, exercise, and eat well-balanced meals; cut back on stimulants such as tea, coffee,     
chocolate, cola and cigarettes  
• Don’t try to drown the memories with drugs or alcohol; listen to soothing music, go for a walk, take a 
hot bath – whatever works for you   
• Keeping a journal can be helpful; if you can’t talk to others about how you feel, writing it down is al-
most as good  
  
Don’t be afraid to ask for help if you need to. The best place to start is your local GP or VVCS ─ 
Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service, 1800 011 046.  
  Mark Creamer  
Director - Australian Centre for Posttraumatic Mental Health  

TREATING POST TRAUMATIC HEALTH ISSUES 

WARNING ORDER: OPERATION RE-CONNECT 
 
With the VVAA Vic Sub-Branch boundary project completed, 2008 will see us moving to establish a presence 
in current ‘”blackspots” , and to make a concerted effort to re-connect with former members and to re-focus on 
what we do best - genuine welfare for the individual.    



Page 16 

Honour the Dead but Fight Like Hell for the Living 

Extended Travel Concession for Ghan Railway 

Media Release  
29 August 2007  
 
In response to strong representations from David Tollner MP, Federal Member for Solomon, the Australian Gov-
ernment will provide additional funding to allow pensioners and veterans to access concessional fares on the Al-
ice Springs to Darwin section of world famous Ghan railway.  

This initiative will make travel on the Ghan more affordable for about 10,000 pensioners and veterans.  It will 
provide around $1.5 million of additional concessions for travel each year.  

 Through initiatives such as the Seniors Concession Allowance and the Utilities Allowance, the Australian Gov-
ernment is helping senior Australians with concessions. The state Labor governments are eroding concessions 
and failing to provide uniform reciprocal travel concessions - despite these being largely state responsibilities.  
 The Australian Government already funds concessional rail fares on a number of rail lines that used to be part of 
the Australian National Railway, including the Adelaide to Alice Springs section of the Ghan.  The Government 
also provides funding that allows concessional travel for holders of a Seniors Health Card on the Great Southern 
Railway network.  

 Funding will now be provided to Great Southern Railway through a variation to the existing contractual arrange-
ments to extend the concessional travel arrangements to the Alice Springs to Darwin section of the Ghan.  

 The Commonwealth is disappointed that the Northern Territory Government has failed to meet its obligation to 
provide concessional travel on long distance rail services within its own borders.  

 The Australian Government's initiative will provide valuable savings to pensioners and veterans travelling on the 
Ghan and provide a significant boost in tourist activity to the Northern Territory.  This boost in tourism will also 
help in delivering more employment opportunities for indigenous Australians, an important element in breaking 
welfare cycles in the Northern Territory over the longer term.  

 I thank Dave Tollner MP for his advocacy on behalf of the people of the Northern Territory.  His efforts played a 
large part in delivering this initiative.  

VVAA Victoria has donated $1000 to the Australian Peacekeepers, Peacemakers and Vet-
erans Association National Memorial Fund. The donation was approved by State Council at 

National Advisory Group re-raised. On a recommendation from Victoria, the National Advisory 
Group (NAG) has been re-raised by the VVAA National Council. The NAG will provide advice on pol-
icy direction and key issues to the National Council.  

Why is Christmas just like a day at the office ?  
You do all the work and the fat guy with the suit gets all the credit.  
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The VVAA National Congress 2008 will be hosted by 
Tasmania who have also Block Booked the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Bush Retreat at Lake Sorell from 
the 19th May until the 31st May 2008. 

If anyone would like to use the Retreat whilst they are 
touring Tassie during those dates could you please pass 
your information and preferred dates direct to: 

 John Wright,  

VVAA Tas Pres. 

 Retreat Bookings May 2008 

Email:   vvtaspres@bigpond.com 

Phone: (03) 6398 6211  

Mob: 0413 291 119 
 

As reported by VAA Tas President, John Wright - 
“This is an ideal opportunity to enjoy a very pleasant 
part of our Beautiful State and enjoy what we have to 
offer.” 

This Retreat was built in 1989-90 by Vietnam Veterans 
of Tasmania for the relaxation of all Vietnam Veterans 
and their families. Mainland Veterans welcome. Situ-
ated in the Central Highlands, the Retreat offers peace 
and quiet all year round. Fishing is at your door step in 
Lake Sorell or just a few kilometers away at either the 
Great Lake or Arthur's Lake. Retreats are a great heal-
ing therapy, and still are, for those who take the time to 
use this facility and just relax. 

The Vietnam Veteran Memorial Bush Retreat on the 
shores of Lake Sorell between Bothwell and Oatlands 
in Tasmania a very good wet weather road, you do not 
need a four wheel drive. The hut consists of kitchen, 
lounge, 5 bedrooms, bathroom, laundry, car port and 
BBQ area. All that is needed are doonas etc, food and 
refreshments (it has three (3) large fridges). Electricity 
and wood supplied. 

 
Kitchen - refrigerators, electric oven, hot water, cutlery, 
crockery, pots and pans and large dining setting. 
Lounge Room - with wood heater, comfy lounge, tele-
v i s i o n ,  r a d i o  a n d  s t e r e o . 
Bed Rooms - 5 bedrooms with bunk beds ( all you need 
to bring is your own linen and pillows). 
Bathroom/Laundry - Wheel chair access to shower and 
toilet. Washing machine. 

Access to the Hut is by steps at the front or ramp at the 
car port end of the building 

 
PLEASE NOTE if staying at the Retreat in the WIN-
TER you may get lots of snow, so be prepared. Don't 
forget your fishing gear as the lake is open all year 
round. 

All Congress attendees will be able to peruse the Re-
treat on the Saturday BBQ after Congress. 

  

 

NATIONAL CONGRESS ~ MAY 2008 

Remember Christmas For Entry 
Three men die in a car accident Christmas Eve. They all 
find themselves at the pearly gates waiting to enter Heaven. 
On entering they must present something "Christmassy" to 
show they remember the holiday, or off to hell they go.  
 
The first man searches his pocket, and finds some Mistle-
toe, so he is allowed in.  
The second man presents a candy cane, so he too is allowed 
in.  
 

The third man pulls out a pair of panties.  
 
Confused at this last gesture, St. Peter asks, "How do 
these represent  
Christmas?" 
 
"They're Carol's." 

mailto:vvtaspres@bigpond.com�
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The Federal Government has passed legislation effective from 1 July 2007, that income support pen-
sioners who sell their home or whose home is lost or damaged (including by disaster) can now apply to 
DVA to have the sale, insurance or compensation proceeds exempted from the assets test for up to 24 
months. 
Previously, income support pensioners may have had proceeds exempted from the assets test for 12 
months. Under the new arrangements, pensioners may apply to DVA for a further 12-month exemption 
period in circumstances where they still intend to buy, build, repair or rebuild their home, have com-
menced those efforts as soon as possible, but are experiencing delays beyond their control. 
This extension addresses community concerns that the average time to build homes is increasing in 
some places. Also, in places where there have been disasters, the reduced supply of housing and in-
creased demand for labour in the building industry can increase the time it takes for a house to be pur-
chased, rebuilt or repaired. 
The exemption ceases when: 
 The home is acquired; or 
 The pensioner no longer intends to use the proceeds to acquire a home, or 
 The end of the applicable exemption/extension period is reached; 

whichever happens first. 
The deeming provisions under the income test will still apply to proceeds that are invested in financial 
assets. 
Income support pensioners should advise DVA of changes to their circumstances, including if they sell 
their home, or if the home is damaged or lost. 
For information on the initial 12-month exemption, or extend your 12-month exemption from 1 July 
2007, call DVA 133 254. 
 

Home sold, lost or damaged?  
Assets test exemption period extended 

E TEAM STARTS WIND DOWN    
After another busy and productive year, the E team is looking forward to a break from school visits in order to 
recharge the batteries in preparation for a busy 2008. With the NW team in recess, additional work fell onto the 
other teams who did a great job in taking up the slack, ensuring that no schools were missed out and that the 
quality of presentations was not affected. The E team website is undergoing a radical overhaul thanks to a DVA 
grant, and when completed the site will be much more user friendly, dynamic and contain a wealth of informa-
tion for students. 

The E Team is a highly visible extension of the state branch, and the team invariably represents us to the highest 
standard. It is a mark of the quality of the E Team work that they are continually invited back to schools, are in 
partnership with the History Teachers Association of Victoria and are in increasing demand for community ac-
tivities and displays. 

EDUCATION: WELFARE OR NOT WELFARE? 
At present, the E Team activities are not regarded as welfare by the “bean counters”-we beg to differ. We would 
argue that the involvement by Vietnam Veterans in E Team activities is clearly beneficial for the participants and 
thus clearly of a welfare nature. Similarly, carrying the message to school students clearly assists in educating 
the young about the Vietnam War experience and in so doing brings a greater community understanding of the 
issues faced by veterans and greater empathy for veterans. It follows then, that E Team expenditure is welfare 
related and that donations received by the E Team are welfare fund raisings. We will continue to argue the 
case.       
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Notice Board 
The Notice Board is intended to be similar to those you see in other Veteran publications and can include personal 
notices such as Wanted to find, Reunions, get togethers, hobby related matters etc. 
The VVAA Victoria Branch President retains the right to refuse acceptance of any notice that does not accord with the 
aims and objectives of the VVAA. 
Please forward your notices to the State Office or Email to ‘Editor VVAAVIC@vvaavic.org.au’. 

Anyone with information, please contact Rick 
Holmes of VVAA RAAF Sub-Branch on 
rickh12@bigpond.com . 

***** 
Vale: 39918 Rev Monsignor Henry John 
(HANK) NOLAN, Chaplain, Royal Australian 
Army, Chaplains Dept. South Vietnam May ‘69 - 
May ‘70. Passed away on 31st Oct 2007. Sadly 
missed by his mates at Warrnambool and District 
Vietnam Veterans Sub Branch. 

***** 

Vale: Rudy Domenico BROWN 39190 passed 
away 16/05/2007. Rudy served in 1 ARU 12/67- 
1/68, 7 RAR 1/68-4/68 and 1 RAR 4/68-12/68. 
An active member of the Melbourne West Sub-
Branch of the VVAA, he will be missed by his 
mates. 

***** 
Looking for: information/whereabouts of Na-
tional Serviceman Richard Perry LEWIS, 
Army Number 3796046, Sapper RAE, 55 Engi-
neer Workshop and Park Squadron Vietnam 29 
Oct69-29Oct70. 

Malcolm Brown shares his experiences of National 
Service as a young man who was deeply ambivalent 
both about the war and the peace movement in a mov-
ing piece that captures first-hand the confusion and 
upheaval of the moment. 
 
Stuart MacGladrie was a young photographer who 
spent a nervous three-month tour of duty stationed at 
Bien Hoa with 1RAR. His photographs record the 
daily realities for the troops, from showering to going 
out on patrol, and are published here for the first time. 
  
Candace Sutton describes the events of the war from 
the perspective of the correspondents of the AAP in 
the combat zones. She considers how the papers of the 
day presented these accounts and reported also on the 
turmoil at home. 
 
Co-publication between John Fairfax Publications and 
Random House.  

 

Special offer for RSL members of $20.00 until 31st 
Dec 2007. Ordering details posted on RSL Victoria 
Website. 

ISBN: 9781741665819 

1741665817 
Format: Hardback 
Imprint: Illustrated 

RRP: $59.95 

ISBN: 9781741665819 

1741665817 
Format: Hardback 
Imprint: Illustrated 

RRP: $59.95 

Three highly respected Fairfax journalists take a fresh 
look at the dramatic events of the Vietnam War in this 
fascinating and richly visual book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Vietnam conflict was an event that bitterly divided 
Australian society. While many people supported the 
government's military response to the perceived threat 
posed by expansionist communism, many others vio-
lently opposed our participation in the war and took 
their opposition to the streets. The servicemen and con-
scripts who had to undertake active service and the 
members of the press corps who reported on the action 
found themselves caught up in the mess and mayhem.  
You're leaving tomorrow provides a fascinating insight 
into these turbulent times. It is full of striking images 
from the Fairfax archive that evoke the full emotional 
spectrum of a nation as much at war with itself as an-
other country. 
 

mailto:rickh12@bigpond.com�
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Vietnam Veterans are within the age group that makes us particularly susceptible to Prostate Cancer. 
Many of us know of someone who has had Prostate Cancer, or perhaps has died as a result of the dis-
ease.  

Prostate Cancer is a taboo subject for many veterans, but we must at least try to put information in front 
of our members - by doing so we will be providing practical welfare support to our members. 

Those of us who saw the sad spectacle of Ted Whitten, stricken with Prostate Cancer, doing a final lap 
of the MCG a few days before his death will never forget it, and we would not want that to happen to 
any of our mates if we could help it.  

PROSTATE CANCER FACTS 

 Prostate Cancer is the most common cancer in Australian men excluding non-melanoma skin 
cancers. 

 There are more Prostate Cancer deaths than breast cancer deaths in Australia. 

  In 2005 more than 2900 Australian men tragically died from Prostate Cancer. 

 In 2006 it is estimated that 18700 new cases of Prostate Cancer were diagnosed in Australia. 

 Australian men have a 1 in 5 risk of Prostate Cancer by the age of 85 years. 

 Regional and rural Australian men have a 21% higher mortality than men in capital cities. 

 Certain risk factors have been consistently associated with Prostate Cancer: 

 Age: Risk increases with age for men from 50 years onwards. 

 Family History: Men whose father or brother has or had Prostate Cancer are at greater risk. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Speak with your GP about Prostate Cancer - this is your first step in your own health promotion. Re-
member that often there are no symptoms in the early stages of the disease.  

 Ask your GP to conduct a PSA test (a blood test) and a digital examination. A combination of a PSA 
test and digital examination should be included as a part of your general male health check from 50 
years of age onwards or from 40 years of age if there is a family history of Prostate Cancer. 

Talk to your partner and your mates about Prostate Cancer, encourage each other to take Prostate Can-
cer seriously. 

MORE INFORMATION 

There are 84 Prostate Cancer support groups in Australia. Information is available at 
www.prostate.org.au or 1800 22 00 99.     

 

 

PROSTATE CANCER 

http://www.prostate.org.au�
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Register your interest by calling VVCS on (03) 8640 8700, 1800 011 046 or Fax (03) 9663 3683 
 
Residential Lifestyle 
This program is a 6-day residential and will cover strategies to improve your lifestyle and to assist you 
cope better with stress. It will include relaxation and stress management; practical advice on health and 
diet; strategies to identify and manage anger; problem-solving and communication skills. This program 
is available to couples as well as veterans. 
 
Early Retirement 
This program is available for veterans who have retired or are facing early retirement. It explores atti-
tudes to work and retirement, the feelings of stress and loss often associated with retiring and teaches 
skills to help you cope with the transition from the routine and structure of work to retirement.  The 
program is conducted weekly, and extends over ten (10) two-hourly sessions. 
 
Doing it Differently 
This program is designed for veterans who experience their anger and/or violent behaviour as a prob-
lem. Topics will include triggers to anger and/or violent behaviour and strategies to prevent this behav-
iour and its consequences. The program is conducted weekly over ten (10) two-hourly sessions and 
fortnightly over five (5) fortnightly two hourly sessions. 
 
Heart Health  
This 12-month education and exercise Program for Veterans aims to promote health and well-being as 
well as social interaction. The program is based on supervised physical activity schedules as well as 
targeted education session to reduce cardio vascular problems.  
 
Partners' Self-Care Program 
This program is offered to partners of veterans of all conflicts and peacekeeping missions. It encour-
ages sharing of experiences and mutual support, and teaches partners ways to take care of their own 
psychological and physical health.  The program is conducted weekly and extends over ten (10) two 
hourly sessions. 
 
Sons & Daughters Life skills 
These three-hour information and discussion forums are offered throughout the state and cover topics 
such as: 
Impact of the Military on your family  
Communication Skills 
Building Stronger Relationships  
 

VVCS GROUP PROGRAMS - 2007 - 2008 
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Sons & Daughters Anger Management 
This program is designed for sons and daughters of veterans who experience their anger and/or aggres-
sive behaviour as a problem. The program is offered as a one-day workshop and an in depth 8-week 
program. 
 
Sons and Daughters Discovering Resilience 
This program is designed for sons and daughters of veterans who experience significant levels of anxi-
ety or depression and often feel overwhelmed by stressful situations and would like to learn how to 
identify and develop their strengths and resources. The program is offered as a series of three one-day 
workshops. 
 
Managing Depression 
This program is available for veterans who have been diagnosed with depression and experience some 
anxiety symptoms. Topics include managing negative thinking, developing self awareness, lowering 
physiological arousal and stress and maintaining motivation.  The program is conducted weekly, and 
extends over eight (10) two-hourly sessions. 
 
ASIST 
This two-day workshop is available to members of the veteran community to help them identify and 
deal with people who are at risk of suicide. It presents information on how to talk to someone who is 
thinking of suicide, how to access help for them and how to look after yourself while providing them 
with support. The program is run by Living works. 
 
Sleep program 
The objective of the program is to provide participants with an enhanced understanding of their individ-
ual sleep patterns, the factors affecting their sleep and strategies to facilitate improved sleep patterns. 
The program involves a 3-hour workshop with four follow up sessions. 

VVCS GROUP PROGRAMS 2007 - 2008 ~ cont’d 

HEART HEALTH  
 

VVCS is currently promoting VVCS Heart Health Groups in the following areas: Bulleen, Castlemaine, Essen-
don, Frankston, Geelong, Glen Waverley, Knox, Melton, Windsor. 
 
Anyone interested should contact VVCS John Finch as detailed below. 

Jon Finch Counsellor/Caseworker  
MELBOURNE VVCS - Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service      
PO Box 12631  
MELBOURNE  VIC 8001  
Tel 03 8640 8700 Fax 03 9663 3683  
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VVAA VIC BRANCH INC  
MELTON & DISTRICT 
President:  Kevin KNEEBONE                                 9746 6672 
Secretary: Linden Webb JP             9743 2098 Mob: 0407 503 393 
E-MAIL: secretary@meltonanddistrict.vvaavic.org.au 

MITCHELL 
President: Ross STEWART                                       5796 2666 
Secretary: Ross GREGSON            5792 3227 Mob: 0417 973 573 
E-MAIL: secretary@mitchell.vvaavic.org.au 

MORNINGTON PENINSULA 
President: Bob SUTTON                 9775 4118 Mob: 0400 825 386 
Secretary: Bob FRANCIS               5981 1285  Mob: 0408 808 041 
E-MAIL: secretary@morningtonpeninsula.vvaavic.org.au 
MURRAY BORDER ASSOCIATION 
President: Garry TREEVE                                        02 6059 2765 
Secretary: Pat SHANAHAN                                          02 6043 1989 
E-MAIL: secretary@murrayborder.vvaavic.org.au 
MUSEUM 
President: John METHVEN OAM  
                                    5956 6400 Fax: 5956 6406 Mob:  0417 347 551                          
Secretary: Bill NOBLE                         5956 6400 Fax: 5956 6406  
E-MAIL: secretary@museum.vvaavic.org.au 

NOBLE PARK 
President: Ray McCARTHY          9798 5379  Mob: 0418 552 804 
Secretary: John PILKINGTON      9737 9393  Mob: 0413 163 749 
E-MAIL: secretary@noblepark.vvaavic.org.au 

NORTH-WEST 
President: Tom CLAYTON             9306 7474 Mob: 0438 306 709 
Secretary: Basil TILIGADIS                                     9354 5299 
E-MAIL: secretary@northwest.vvaavic.org.au 
OUTER EASTERN 
President:  Bill CANE                    9801 1872  Mob: 0418 347 684 
Secretary: Judy Heath                      9799 7739 Mob: 0400 822 644 
E-MAIL: secretary@outereasternmelbourne.vvaavic.org.au 
RAAFV 
President: Brendan Lynch                                         9741 4157 
Secretary: Rick HOLMES                                        9317 7304 
E-MAIL: secretary@raaf.vvaavic.org.au 

SWAN HILL 
President: Harold HESLOP JP                                   5033 1896 
Secretary: Ken BALL                      5030 2265 Mob: 0438 079 494 
E-MAIL: secretary@swanhill.vvaavic.org.au 

WARRNAMBOOL 
President: Mick CAIN                                               5568 4272 
Secretary: Terry McINERNEY                                 5561 2566 
E-MAIL: secretary@warrnambool.vvaavic.org.au  

WEST GIPPSLAND 
President: Gary ELLIOT                 5941 1436 Mob: 0409 594 114 
Secretary: Margaret RICARDO      5623 3707 Mob: 0417 125 617 
E-MAIL: secretary@westgippsland.vvaavic.org.au 

WIMMERA 
President: Ken TAYLOR                                          5385 2719 
Secretary: Russ MITTEN                5382 1491 Mob: 0419 539 169 
E-MAIL: secretary@wimmera.vvaavic.org.au 

BALLARAT 
President: Bill DOBELL           5336 1538 Mob: 04448 180 475 
A/Secretary: Wayne Hoffmann      C/- Ballarat RSL 5342 0658 
E-MAIL: secretary@ballarat.vvaavic.org.au 

BENDIGO 
President: Max GODWIN                                     5442 5940 
Secretary: Sue ARTHUR                                      5446 9033  
E-MAIL: secretary@bendigo.vvaavic.org.au  

BOX HILL 
President:  John HAWARD                                  9803 3301 
Secretary: Charles KOOK                                     9872 3325 
E-MAIL: secretary@boxhill.vvaavic.org.au   
CASTLEMAINE 
President: Lindsay McQUEEN                             5472 1229 
Secretary: Bob MILLER                                       5472 4146 
E-MAIL: secretary@castlemaine.vvaavic.org.au  
CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 
President: Rob HILLIER            5423 2308 Mob: 0438 113 987 
Secretary: Rob HILLIER            5423 2308 Mob: 0438 113 987 
E-MAIL: secretary@centralhighlands.vvaavic.org.au  
DIAMOND VALLEY  
President: John BONIFACE      9434 6035  Mob: 0416 127 421 
Secretary: David FRY                 9459 0294 Mob: 0400 008 509 
E-MAIL: secretary@diamondvalleyanddistrict.vvaavic.org.au 
ECHUCA 
President: Peter GILES               5482 4273 Mob: 0419 559 962 
Secretary: Norm PEACOCK       5480 7580  Mob: 0419 322 569 
E-MAIL: secretary@echuca.vvaavic.org.au  
FRANKSTON 
President: Ray WESTON                                     9772 5351 
Secretary: Martin RUDELBACH                         9551 1353 
E-MAIL: secretary@frankston.vvaavic.org.au  

GEELONG & DISTRICTS 
President: Mick MUTTON         5244 0580 Mob: 0412 709 223 
Secretary: Michael BYRNE                                          5278 5500 
E-MAIL: secretary@geelong.vvaavic.org.au  

GIPPSLAND/LATROBE VALLEY 
President: Ed JONES                                            5149 7479 
Secretary:  
E-MAIL: secre-
tary@gippslandlatrobevalley.vvaavic.org.au 

GOULBURN VALLEY 
President: Peter DEALY                                       5862 3969 
Secretary: Kevin HEENAN       5829 2258  Mob: 0418 507 396 
E-MAIL: secretary@goulburnvalley.vvaavic.org.au 

INTERNATIONAL/HEADQUARTERS 
Administrator: State Office                                   9655 5588 
E-MAIL: secretary@vvaavic.org.au 

MARYBOROUGH 
President: Graham SHARD        5461 3153 Mob: 0417 548 497 
Secretary: Bob FLORANCE                       Ph/Fax 5460 5407  
E-MAIL: secretary@maryborough.vvaavic.org.au 

MELBOURNE WEST 
President: Ron ROBINSON        9748 6568 Mob: 0439 599 281 
Secretary: Tony HIND                9748 8101 Mob: 0419 348 558 
E-MAIL: secretary@melbournewest.vvaavic.org.au 
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VIETNAM VETERANS NATIONAL MUSEUM  

Historical highlights in the life of former RAAF English Electric Canberra airframe A84-307: 

 Wednesday August 1, 1951 A84-307 left RAF Lyneham UK, for delivery to Australia. A number of time and 
distance records were set along the way. 

 A84-307 Arrived at No1 Aircraft Depot RAAF Laverton on August 6, and on August 7, was taken on charge 
at the Aircraft Research and Development Unit; thus airframe A84-307 became the first Canberra into service 
with the RAAF. 

 A84-307 operated from RAAF Amberley in a research and development role until late in 1957 when it was 
taken off charge and moved to Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation Fisherman’s Bend for conversion to a two 
pilot configuration. 

 In November 1958 A84-307 was re-issued to the RAAF and operated with No6 squadron RAAF until trans-
ferred to RAAF Butterworth Malaysia in 1964. 

 1964 – 1966 during the Indonesian Confrontation A84-307 embarked on programs of Continuation Training 
and Instrument Rating for operational aircrews and undertook the single aircraft Lone Ranger operations to 
Hong Kong. 

 Whilst part of the Transport Support Flight (TSF) 307 deployed to Phan Rang South Vietnam on regular one 
or two week postings for instrument rating tests for No2 Squadron Pilots operating out of Phan Rang. 

 In late 1968 307 returned to Australia for major servicing and was allocated to 1 (B) Operational Conversion 
Unit for training No2 Squadron pilots, it was the essential aircraft for training No2 Squadron Pilots in the low 
level Fighter Bomber role. 

 A84-307 was retired from squadron service in August 1973; it is the sole surviving example of this model 
Canberra in the world. 

English Electric Canberra A84-307 on display at 1 CAMD Kingswood N.S.W Circa2002 

Latest acquisition by Museum  
~ to be refurbished for permanent display. 

FORMER R.A.A.F ENGLISH ELECTRIC CANBERRA 
RESTORATION PROGRAM 

PO Box 34 Cowes, Victoria 3922 Australia 
Ph 61-3-5956 7952 E.mail ceegrey@waterfront.net.au 

mailto:ceegrey@waterfront.net.au�
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