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Honour the Dead but Fight Like Hell for the Living 

First up, I would like to thank all of 
you who sent in proxy votes for the 
National Constitution.  I realise that 
there was some confusion about the 
voting system but we finally got 
there.  The vote to change the Con-
stitution was passed unanimously 
at the National Council Meeting in 
Adelaide.  My thanks particularly 
go out to Sub-branch Presidents 
and Secretaries who organised the 
proxy votes and submitted the 
forms.   

Constitutional changes may seem 
an administrative nightmare but, 
from a legal point of view, we need 
to ensure that the Association com-
plies with legislation.  You won’t 
be surprised to hear that our State 
Constitution will need some fine 
tuning to bring us in line with the 
National Constitution.  We will be 
working on this in the near future. 

Vietnam Veteran’s Day at the 
Shrine of Remembrance went off 
without a hitch.  Numbers were 
down on previous years but a good 
crowd turned up and the ceremony 
was well organised.  Thanks to Pe-
ter Liefman and his workers for 
their efforts.                                                                                   
I had the honour of being invited to 
the Long Tan dinner conducted by 
the Geelong and District VVAA 
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and to their wreath laying ceremony 
on Sunday 14th August.  Both func-
tions were well attended and it was 
great to catch up with some old 
friends.  Thanks to Kevin Bate and 
his Sub-branch.   

We are working towards bringing 
this newsletter out in hard copy.  
State Treasurer, Jim Coghlan and 
myself have had preliminary discus-
sions with a publisher who can assist 
with sponsorship and distribution.  
Our aim is to be able to produce the 
newsletter with as little drain on 
State finances as possible.   

Christmas is not far away and I 
know that most Sub-branches will 
be having functions sometime in De-
cember.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all a great 
time and hope to see you all back 
again in 2006. 

A note from the President 

Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia—Victorian 

Summer 2005 
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A word from the Secretary 

There has been much discus-
sion over the e-mail system 
about various matters; this can 
be helpful, it can also be very 
damaging to the Association 
which in turn makes it damag-
ing to Veterans who are in 
need of the Associations assis-
tance. 

I was living in NSW in the ear-
ly 1990’s when this sort of dis-
ruption began there; we all 
know the outcome of that. 

There is a system in place to 
address concerns of Veterans, 
both of this Association and 
those who choose not to join, 
but talk to our members about 
their worries. It is not the e-
mail system!!! 

The State Council of the 
VVAA Victorian Branch is the 
governing body of the State 
and this is where ALL matters 
relating to members of this As-
sociation should be raised, by 
the duly appointed delegates of 
the Sub-Branches. 

The festive season is fast ap-
proaching (40 days at the time 

of writing) and I would take 
this opportunity to wish you all 
a Merry Christmas and a Hap-
py and Prosperous New Year. 
Remember, drinking and driv-
ing do 

NOT 
mix, 
take 

a taxi 
or have 
a 

friend drive you – be safe. 

With the end of the year close 
at hand I am looking forward to 
the challenges of 2006, there 
are still many things that need 
to be addressed on behalf of 
Veterans and their families, 
Rental Assistance (my favour-
ite and currently in the process 
of being addressed) for one, but 
I am sure the Council delegates 
will have more. 

For those who have enquired 
after my health following my 

having most of August off, thank 
you for your kind thoughts, I am 
now much improved. 

Please remember, the State Exec-
utive is a representation of the 
membership of the VVAA Vic 
Branch and we are here to do 
your bidding, not the other way 
around. Please, attend your Sub-
Branch meetings and have your 
views heard and carried to the 
State Council meetings where 
they can be properly conveyed to 
the National level – as was re-
cently pointed out to me, nothing 
will be done at a National level if 
it hasn’t been addressed by a 
State Council. 

Again, have a great festive sea-
son. 

Take Care 

Len Barlow 

                 

Ho 
 Ho 
  Ho 

Ho 

   Ho 
  Ho 
 Ho 
Ho 
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The Executive Team are pres-
ently examining ways to im-
prove the production of our 
Newsletter to make it more pro-
fessional and cost effective to 
the Association. During 2006 we 
look forward to not only im-
proving our electronic produc-
tion but hope to provide all 
members with a good looking 
hard copy. 
 
As we are all aware it is that fes-
tive time of the year when all is 

With 2005 drawing to a close we 
look back to see the birth of our 
own State Newsletter FSB-Vic 
which we see as adding to the 
spread of information to all Sub-
Branches and members on ma-
ters of VVAA policy/activities 
and the various social events 
running throughout the State. 
 
As we have said before, we wel-
come input to FSB-Vic which 
will be of interest to all.  
What do you want to see in the 
Newsletter? Let the Editor know 
your thoughts? 

From the Editor He had a photographic memory which was never developed ! 

jolly and the Big Fella in the 
red suit is busy. 
To all of our you, families and 
friends, have a safe and merry 
Christmas. Don’t forget the 
New Year Resolution!! 
 
Your Editorial Team 
 
 
 
 

A word from the Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

their books on the Computer, and to get both of their 
accounts sorted out, General and Welfare. 

I would like to wish you all a happy Xmas and above 
all a safe one. 

See you next year. 

James COGHLAN 

 

 

Hi all, the Editor tells me this better be good, so here 
goes. 

My first year as Treasurer has been a culture shock. I 
feel we took too much for granted in Wayne Freeman 
as the amount of work this man did is incredible. 

But like a good Cpl, I took things in my stride and got 
on with the  job in hand. Mind you, I had some very 
good help. Peter, Len Maurie and John, all have been 
there to put me back on track when I strayed off - 
thanks fellas. 

A few things have changed this year. In particular, the 
way we are doing our Audits and the changes that are 
coming next year to the PFC. The government tells us 
we will all be better off - I will wait and see. 

I am looking forward to Xmas. My Son is coming home 
from England for a month and we will have a lot to 
catch up on. 

I am also looking forward to the challenges of next year 
and would like to see all Treasurers being able to do 
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VV Day 2005 saw excellent attendance on this 39th 
anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan with some 2500 
people joining with us at the Melbourne Shrine of Re-
membrance to remember the sacrifices of Australians 
in Vietnam. 

We were privileged to have the Governor John Landy 
address those attending the day and lay a wreath on 
behalf of the people of Victoria. Representatives of the 
Defence Force, State Government, Public Service, 
DVA, Patriotic Funds Council, a wide range of ESOs 
and VVAA Sub-Branches also laid wreaths . 

This year our two guest speakers continued to set the 
bar higher for the quality of their presentations. 

Firstly we were addressed by Neville Clark MC who 
was a lieutenant with 106 Battery 7 RAR in 1967. He 
was awarded the Military Cross and is a former head-
master of Mentone Grammar. Neville gave a powerful 
address and explained how Australians now under-
stood the difference between government policy and 
the soldiers sent to carry it out. He also reminded us 
that the memory of the Battle of Long Tan belonged to 
not only the Australians who fought in Vietnam but 
also to the Vietnamese Veterans Association of Victo-
ria joining our march. They also march with sadness 
and pride and remember their own battles against the 

VV Day ~ Melbourne 2005 

communist north. 

We were then to hear from Claire Chisholm, a 16 year old 
student from Strathcona Girls College. Clair won  

The VVAA State Office again is proud to host what has 
developed into a very important occasion for Vietnam 
Veterans and their families and we look forward to plan-
ning for next year’s VV Day Ceremony that will be the 
40th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan.  

Please note that date on your calendars and be organised 
for what we believe will be our biggest VV Day event. 

 

 

 

Maurie Benson Peter Bright Jim Coghlan 

Shrine of Remembrance Melbourne 2005 

VVAA State President Richard Culliford 
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Your Excellency, Mr. President, Veterans, Fami-
lies and other Distinguished People, Ladies and 
Gentlemen, it is a great privilege to be amongst so 
many veterans and their families today as we re-
member all those Australians who served in the 
Second Indochina War, and especially all who 
died, both during the war and since.  
 
The 18th August, Vietnam Veterans’ Day, Long 
Tan Day, is irrevocably associated with the Sixth 
Battalion. The Royal Australian Regiment. On this 
special day we recall the heroic fighting qualities 
of David Sabben’s 12 Platoon and Geoff Kendall’s 
10th: the sacrificial courage of 11 Platoon led by 
Gordon Sharp and Bob Buick, their young rifle-
men found the next morning lying as they had been 
taught in fire positions still facing the enemy; the 
Company action inspirationally led by Harry 
Smith, O.C. of D Company, and that giant of a sol-
dier CSM Kirby: the brave assault spear-headed by 
Adrian Roberts’s 3 APC Troop with A Company 
on board: the darkened return of B Company ele-
ments to their morning patrol area; the gunners of 
1st Field Regiment and the New Zealand Battery, 
directed so devastatingly by the Kiwi F.O., Morrie 
Stanley. Outnumbered by many more than ten to 
one, these men at first had no idea of what they had 
achieved, taking on all three battalions of 275 
Main Force Regiment, backed by NVA units and 
the ubiquitous D445 Battalion who, between them, 
left 245 of their dead amongst the rubber trees, but 
who counted far more casualties than that when it 
was all over.  
 
Amongst so many other fights — the Binh Bas, 
Long Khanhs, Long Hais, Long Greens, Nui 
Dinhs, Ho Bo Woods, Coral and Balmoral, Suoi 
Chau Pha and all those sometimes even bigger 
fights led by our splendid Training Team with their 
four Victoria Crosses - Long Tan provided a focus 
for our Vietnam commitment. Though obviously 
different in scale from previous wars - and only 
this week we have as a nation commemorated vic-
tory in the biggest of them all - Long Tan has be-
come our Kapyong, our Kokoda, our Villers-
Bretonneux.  
 
With the perspective that history gives us, we real-
ize that these and all the other sacrifices of that sad 
time did not arise out of nothing. Our involvement 
in Vietnam came out of the cauldron of militant 
Communism which, in the twenty years preceding, 
had seen the Soviets shut off Berlin in 1948; Mao’s 
dictatorship with its genocidal cultural revolution 

VV Day ~ Melbourne 2005 ~ Address by Neville Clark MC 

established in China in 1949: North Korea’s sudden in-
vasion of South Korea in 1950: Soviet tanks in Budapest 
and Prague: the 1962 Kennedy - Kruschev missile crisis 
in Cuba: the Malayan Emergency: Confrontation in Bor-
neo, with the fear that Soekarno would turn Indonesia 
into an expansionist Communist neighbour - and into 
this context came North Vietnam’s, at first covert inva-
sion of South Vietnam, instigated by the Hanoi Com-
munist Party in 1959, with hostilities waged by them in 
the South through the National Liberation Front, from 
I960 onwards,  
 
IF there had been no Free World opposition in these 
places, the question has to be asked: would the much 
maligned “domino theory” actually have worked? It 
looked very much like it then. Hindsight is a wonderful 
thing. With regard to South Vietnam, on its knees in 
1965, we didn’t have it. So for better or for worse our 
combat units were catapulted into Vietnam forty years 
ago this year. “Was their sacrifice worth it?” - the very 
question about Iraq posed by President Bush only last 
June. How can any of us, the survivors, say that 500 
combat deaths, the wounds and trauma of so many oth-
ers, both then and since, the suffering of wives and fami-
lies, were worth it? The value you place on an individual 
life is infinite, isn’t it? That question can only he an-
swered by each individual.  
 
Given the controversy, we have to concentrate on the 
positives, and there are many. I’ll mention just two. Aus-
tralia learned from its treatment of us, learned to separate 
the politics from the men and women sent to implement 
the policy of the democratically elected government of 
the day. The Iraq Digger has benefited from this. No-
body spits at him. A dear French friend of mine vividly 
recalls the occasion when as a small boy, both his par-
ents murdered under the brutal Nazi occupation of 
France - the occasion, when he first saw a man in uni-
form treat civilians with courtesy and respect. The uni-
formed man was a British soldier. It was after D-Day. 
There are many South Vietnamese, both in Australia and 
overseas, who recall with gratitude the way in which 
they were treated by Australian soldiers, by our military 
and civilian medical teams, our wonderful Army Nurses. 
And I note with interest that as often as some anti -
Vietnam-War letter appears in the newspapers - and 
there have been a few recently - there is also, usually 
tucked away modestly, an opposite letter from a Viet-
namese Australian who wants to say. “thank you” -  not 
just for his Australian citizenship but also for the fact 
that 50,000 of us joined him in his attempt to secure 
freedom and democracy for South Vietnam. In fact, if. 
from an Australian viewpoint, you want a positive out-
come of the Second Indochina War, you 

→ Page 9 
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could do a lot worse than point to the great number of 
fine Vietnamese families - the Nguyens, the Daos, the 
Trans, and all the rest of them - whose dreadful suffer-
ings and love of freedom brought them here after Ha-
noi’s subjugation of Saigon, just thirty years ago this 
year, and who have contributed so much to their 
adopted country ever since. I know. I’ve taught their 
children.  
 
Ninety years on from the ill-fated tragedy of Gallipoli, 
the last of the original Anzacs has departed the scene. 
Similarly, there will come a time when in Australia 
there’ll be no living memory of our nation’s involve-
ment in the Vietnam War. Forty years on, the last 
chapter is being written by us. Our nation will judge 
us by the people we are now. Once were warriors. But 
whatever we were, and whatever we have become, we 
have one thing always to hold onto. In the end, and for 
a little while longer, we have, what sustained us then - 
each other, and our good memories of those no longer 
with us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rosemary Remembrance VV Day Address 
Neville Clark  

 (from P. 8) 

Think of Rosemary Leaves 

Strong and Green 

With little white flowers in between 

Sweet and fragrant 

Behind the leaves 

Strong and fair 

Then think of the mothers 

The partners, the wives 

Who were there for the Veterans 

All of their lives 

Behind the scenes 

Strong and fair 

Remember the women 

Who were always there. 

  

 

Canberra VP Day 
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 On Sunday 31st July 2005 Fred Greenway, our office volunteer, and his mate Tony Pearson travelled to 
FNQ to attend Vietnam Veterans Day ceremonies at Pandanus Park. This was their second journey 
,having previously been there in 2003 . 
 
They travelled in a retired F100 ambulance and covered over 6800 kilometres, staying at caravan parks 
overnight. Over all they used in excess of 1700 litres of gas, 200 litres of petrol and 40 litres of 2stroke for 
the generator. 2 Engel fridges to keep the cryovaced meat in good order and of course the medication 
cold!!! The overall cost for the 2 participants was $2500 . When you consider that they were away from 
cold and wet Victoria for 28 days, the exercise was definitely worthwhile . 
 
But what about  the “Healing” aspect you may ask???  
 
“I can not talk for Tony, says Fred, but I found a spot on the Normanby river, where I could sit in total si-
lence .Birds swooping down on the water, to drink or to catch some small fish. Large shrikes plummeting 
into the water coming up with a small Sooty Grunter or Angel fish. Bubbles coming from the bottom of 
the river caused by turtles or crocodiles. Wallabies bouncing to the water’s edge to drink. Hours went by 
and several books were read. I even tried some fishing for barramundi and although I was unsuccessful 
several blokes managed to catch some beauties.  
 
I met people  whom I had worked with in Vietnam in 68/ 69 .I would have to admit that we drank a lot of medicine 
that night!! How do you catch up with memories of 37 years ago???” 

It now appears that Pandanus Park will become a permanent reality for veterans from any conflict .Overall Fred  
estimates there were about 250 people there .However the pleasing aspect was that there were younger veterans 
from Peace Keepers to East Timor and in between . 

Should anyone wish to travel to Pandanus next year ,you would be well advised to look up the website. It has links 
to several other websites . If you really try you could spend hours looking at and reading about Pandanus Park. As 
well as places to stay overnight, especially catering for veterans . 

  You should start with http://veteransanctuary.tripod.com / and work your way through the many pages that awaits 
you. 

 Below is a photo of Fred and his mate on Vietnam Veterans Day at Pandanus Park ,Queensland. No comments 
about Bill & Ben please!! 

Pandanus 2005 

Fred Tony 
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Vietnam veterans have secured access to a far north Queensland bush retreat after a four year campaign 

and negotiations this month with the Cape York Land Council. Traditional Indigenous claimants have now 

been granted freehold title to the area of 200,000 hectares known as Kalpowar Station. 

Under a 15-year license agreement the veterans will have unrestricted access to a 9x1 kilometre area to be 

known as Pandanus Park on the banks of the Normanby River. 

Project Pandanus coordinator Les Hiddens says public support played an important role in securing the 

retreat. 

"One of the main reasons this has been so successful is that the average person in the street as well as the 

Aboriginal people, of course, have been backing the veterans on the issue and it's a real case of people 

power here," he said. 

He says he is now prepared to call a "Beattie bashing" truce after four years of State Government indiffer-

ence, but it will only be temporary. 

"I wouldn't promise that, I don't know about no more [Queensland Premier Peter] Beattie bashing. 

If we were to get a bad run we'd certainly be jumping up and down on the spot again but I don't think we 

are going to get that at the moment, we've got some things ... some other issues that we do want to put on 

Peter Beattie later on so we'll see how he goes with that too." 

Mr Hiddens says he is not concerned the access agreement to the retreat has been limited to 15 years as a 

lot could happen in that time. 

"In 15 years time, of course, the Vietnam Veterans are all approaching the late seventies, early eighties 

and I think that's what the Aboriginal people are saying, 'we'll offer you this period of time that you can 

use but after that we want the land back' type of thing. 

"Now, you know, 15 years is a long time and a lot can happen in 15 years."  

VIETNAM VETS WIN BUSH RETREAT 
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Anzac Day March turns into Street Festival 

Thank You Uc Dai Loi 

At the recent RSL State Conference the State 
President Major General David McLachlan AO 
(Retd) noted that Anzac Day 2005 in Melbourne 
drew quite a number of letters from people con-
cerned with the turnout of some participants, 
namely descendants. 

Following the decision to allow descendants to 
march in memory of departed relatives it was en-
visaged that a descendant wearing the medals of 
the departed relative would march with his/her 
unit and be properly turned out. 

The R&SL President went on to say that perhaps 
some of the dignity of this very significant day was 
lost this year with family groups, some pushing 
strollers, others inappropriately dressed, making their 
way to the Shrine. 

Support will be sought from Unit Associations to en-
sure the Anzac Day March is not seen as a festival 
parade.  

 

Below is a poem submitted to the VVAA by Nguyen 
Ngoc Nga  expressing   “… my gratefulness to Aus-
tralian Vietnam war veterans for their efforts for our coun-
try.”. 

Daniel Moriarty being presented with his Wil-
liam Hacking Bursary Certificate by VVAA 
State President Dick Culliford. 
 
Daniel is studying a Bachelor of Engineering 
at Monash University and, on completion, 
aims to work with one of the larger construc-
tion companies. 
 
At the recent Victorian State Conference it has 
been decided to award a second such Bursary 
to be effective from the start of the 2005 Ter-
tiary School Year.  
Sub-Branches have been asked for nomina-
tions. 

William Hacking Bursary 
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State Executive Team, Delegates and observers gathered in Ballarat without President Richard Culliford 
who is at home resting after a heart attack. Richard is recovering well after a 
short stay in hospital and we all look forward to his return to duties. State Vice 
President Robert (Bob) Elworthy assumed the Chair in Richard’s absence. 

The State Executive Team was welcomed to Ballarat by Stephen Jones, Deputy 
Mayor of Ballarat who was standing in for the Mayor who had a prior engage-
ment in Melbourne. 

The Conference began with an opening address by Ray Mende President 
VVAA Ballarat Sub-Branch. 

Ray was followed by Catherine King, Federal Member for Ballarat, who spoke on issues such as anomalies 
in qualification for the Vietnamese Service Medal, support for children of Vietnam Veterans and a range of 
services to Vietnam Vets and their families. 

We then heard from Matt Burke, State President of APPVA. Matt outlined the progress made by the Peace-
keepers in establishing their organisation which sits firmly alongside VVAA in its future direction and sup-
port mechanisms for its members. Well done Matt and the Peacekeeper Team. 

Other matters arising included: 

Capitation Fees will rise by $1 to $13 without the need to increase member subscription payments. It is 
noted these fees have not moved in the past 15 years. 

It was agreed that our State Newsletter- FSB-Vic – should be distributed in hard copy. State Exec are 
already examining costings and advertising opportunities and will continue to provide an electronic 
version on the VVAA Vic Web site. 

The Meeting was advised that State is in a position to fund a second $2,000 William Hacking Bursary 
to a dependant child of a Vietnam Veteran - grant conditions apply. Sub-Branches have been asked for 
nominations. This, we hope, will be up and running for the 2006 Tertiary year. 

Kevin Hunter - see Email to Len. 

On the subject of location for the next National Congress, there has been much “discussion” over the 
electronic airwaves that needed clarification and correction. A/President Bob Elworthy reminded Dele-
gates that National had been asked to examine the feasibility of joining with our Kiwi mates in NZ for 
next year’s Congress. However, Delegates at the State Conference did not support this idea and passed 
a motion to the effect that Victoria would advise National that it is opposed to the idea of a NZ venue.  

A further motion was unanimously passed for a vote of confidence in the State Executive, supporting  
the manner in which they are managing VVAA matters in Victoria. 

Not to let the Sub-Branch Treasurers off the hook, our State Treasurer handed out a revised booklet of 
Audit instruction for end of year reporting and conducted a short briefing on requirements. Any Sub-
Branch needing assistance can call on State and one of the Treasury Team will be available for hands 
on personal visits as required. 

 

State Conference Ballarat 19th November 2005 
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The Vietnam Veterans Museum was established over 
six years ago and is dedicated to preserving and ex-
hibiting memorabilia from Australia’s Longest War!! 

The VVAA Museum is staffed wholly by volunteers 
and exists solely on donations. Who would have 
thought six years ago when we first opened the mu-
seum in an old factory site we would be talking 
about raising nearly $300 000 and owning an acre of 
land with a large museum building? 

The present situation is we have surpassed the initial 
idea of a hangar. 

The building which exists now is a million dollar 
plus building containing a reception area, a restau-
rant which can seat 40, a kitchen to cater for these 
needs, three administrative offices, a pension office, 
a drop in centre for vets and their friends, two toilets 
each for women and men and a toilet for disabled 
people. 

On top of this there is the actual museum building. 
The Baptist Church on Phillip Island has offered the 
museum a 98-year-old cottage in perfect condition, 
free of charge, to place on the property. 

One of the questions that arises regularly is why in 
Victoria, and why on Phillip Is land? 

The simple answer is that this is where the people 
who started the museum live and also Phillip Island 
is one of the top three tourist spots in Australia with 
more than one million people visiting each year. 

The museum is owned by Vietnam Veterans and is 
not controlled by the Government or the Department 
of Veterans’ Affairs. 

We need your help to finalise this major project. 

At this critical stage we are only $80 000 away from 
finalising a dream, a veteran owned dream - but 
again, we need your help. 

For Gaming Sub-Branches, we do satisfy the ATO 
taxation criteria defining the welfare and charitable 
requirement. 

Individual or families can “Buy a Brick” to help fund 
the Vietnam Veterans Museum. “Bricks” can be pur-
chased for $25 individual or $100 for a family 
“Brick”. Cheques for the Buy a Brick Campaign can 

be forwarded to Vietnam Veterans Museum Building Fund, 
an approved Patriotic Trust Fund Account, P0 Box 318, 
San Remo, Victoria, 3925. 

A letter and tax deductible receipt will be forwarded by 
return mail. 

Below is a photo of the project, but if your organisation or 
RSL Sub-Branch requires more information, the Museum 
would be happy to send you a DVD showing the construc-
tion on a progressive basis. 

For any information on the project, contact: 

   Greg Mead 0419 041 902 

  John Methven (03) 5678 5999.  

  Internet “www.vietnamvetsmuseum.org”. 

 

 

Support the VVAA Museum 
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Library 

Through Enemy Lines 

When I finished this Book 

the first thought that came 

to mind was "It should have 

been written 35 years ago". 

I say this because for 35 

years plus we have been fed 

the line that Long Tan was 

an ambush planned by the 

VC 

. 

This book is one of the kind 

that you automatically give 

the "MUST READ"  label 

to. Any serious scholar or 

researcher should read and 

understand this publication. 

Having said that, it is a very 

good "read" for anybody . 

Come along with The NVA 

as they see their dream of 

totally destroying the Mer-

cenaries Base at Nui Dat, 

which they held in their 

hands, slowly turn to dust 

and slip through their fin-

gers. 

 

Learn and understand the 

working of the political sys-

tem within their Army. 

Listen as the Enemy throw 

all available troops at a 

small group of Aussies and 

a ring of steel splinters that 

they MUST destroy to com-

plete their plan. 

 

Be amazed at how ill prepared 

the Aussie base at Nui Dat was 

to thwart a full fledged attack on 

itself. The work load forced up-

on the young Diggers. Be angry 

that Brigadier Jackson was 

sworn to secrecy about some of 

the an intimate knowledge he 

was receiving and could not pass 

it on to his commanders 

Then as I did feel the shiver run 

down your spine as you realize 

just how close the Australians 

came to a total disaster 

. 

Lastly let us remember the the 

frightful  carnage on both sides 

and the bravery of all the troops 

involved 

 

I look forward to the discussion 

this work will create. This is 

Dave's first book and from the 

effort gone into it, I certainly 

hope it is not the last. A excellent 

piece of  research and a damn 

good read 

 

Here I would like to make a sug-

gestion to readers who may not 

have a intimate knowledge of the 

Battle. 

 

 I suggest  that you study the 

maps in the book, and keep refer-

ring to them. This will help you 

immensely in following the 

events. 

  

Although this book is called a 

work of  "faction" a work based 

on fact, but aided by "fiction", I 

think you'll agree the research 

done has been done extremely 

well and it is frighteningly close 

to the truth. 

 

Published by Allen & Unwin 

ISBN 1 74114 561 9 
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Library 

The Men Who Persevered 

The AATTV - the most highly decorated Australian unit of the Viet Nam war  
BRUCE DAVIES & GARY MCKAY  

 
The first Australians committed to serve in Vietnam were a group of military instructors known as the 
Australian Army Training Team Vietnam. Their initial role: to assist in the training of the ground forces 
of South Viet Nam. But battalion battles and artillery duels, the relief of besieged camps, and mobile 
strike forces became part of the mosaic that saw this curiously named unit forge a distinct chapter in Aus-
tralia’s military history. The Men Who Persevered is the story of their war.  

 
The AATTV was in Vietnam from July 1962 to December 1972. Nearly 1000 
Australians and 11 New Zea- landers served with The Team groups across a wide 
spectrum of military posts throughout the South. The Team’s history is re-
vealed through the words of the men involved as their cables and reports discuss 
how Australia should be in- volved militarily. The Men who Persevered also lays 
bare the frantic pace of bat- tles in I Corps and the Central Highlands and tells a 
story of compassion as med- ics and other men made valiant efforts to help the 
people help themselves. And in the end, it is a tale of bitterness and betrayal as the 
West abandoned their ally and withdrew with almost obscene haste to the com-
forts of home.  

 

Many of the memories re- counted here have not been told before, but age has 
not dimmed the memory of the ferocity of the battles or reduced the men’s admi-
ration for theft comrades and their unit.  

 

The Men Who Persevered includes an accurate and unique nominal roll of those who served where and 
when with The Team.  

 

 The battle-scarred and bloody activities of the iconic but lonely Australian Army Training Team in Viet 
Nam are penetratingly described in this superbly researched account. If you are in any way interested in 
Australia’s total involvement in Viet Nam you should possess this book. 

 

 Brigadier John Essex-Clark DSM Retd 

 
I was most impressed by the background research, which adds considerably to the confused 
 

Military Advice 

 

Having passed the enlistment physical, Jon was asked by the doctor, "Why do you want to join 

the Navy, son?" 

"My father said it'd be a good idea, sir." 

"Oh? And what does your father do?" 

"He's in the Army, sir." 
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HMAS Sydney during the period of the Vietnam War 
may have contracted a particular cancer as a result of 
drinking the contaminated water, and as such, would 
be entitled to claim said cancer as a war caused disa-
bility from the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Soldiers and Airmen who developed similar cancers 
already meet certain criteria according to Statements of 
Principle relating to specific cancers as defined by the 
Repatriation Medical Authority, (RMA), however, 
with this recent study, Navy personnel may now also 
be eligible to lodge a claim. In particular, wives or 
partners of deceased Navy personnel, who served 
aboard HMAS Sydney during the Vietnam War, may 
be entitled to claim a war-widow pension, if it can be 
shown the cause of death was due to one of the cancers 
caused by exposure to herbicides. Those who have had 
a prior claim for cancer rejected by DVA should inves-
tigate their eligibility to lodge a new claim based on 
current criteria of the relevant Statement of Principle.  

Anyone wishing to seek further assistance is asked to 
contact: 

Mr Bob Freshfield 
Jnr Vice President 
Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia 
NSW Branch Inc. 

Health studies of Australian Vietnam veterans 
have revealed greater than expected mortality, 
when compared to the general population, with 
the highest overall levels of mortality occurring 
among Royal Australian Navy personnel. 

In a recent study undertaken by the National Re-
search Centre for Environmental Toxicology, 
(NRCET), at Queensland University, it was found 
that the distillation processes used to produce 
drinking water, by ships of the RAN during the 
Vietnam War, (emphasis added) did not remove 
contaminates from the water. In some cases the 
toxicology actually increased due to this proce-
dure. HMAS Sydney replenished water from 
Vung Tau Harbour during the Vietnam War, and 
is very likely that the water was contaminated by 
toxic chemicals from herbicidal sprays (Agent 
Orange etc.) washed into the harbour from many 
estuaries. This water was specifically used for 
drinking water for the sailors, soldiers and airmen 
who were transported from Vietnam. 

The Queensland University experiments showed 

that this water contained biologically significant 

levels of dioxins, some that are known to cause 

cancer.  

It is likely that Navy personnel who sailed aboard 

Toxic Drinking Water for Navy in Vietnam 

Rudolph Brown - The Laundry Boy  
 
Rudolph served in Vietnam from 1967 to 
1968, in 7RAR and 1RAR. He is a member 
of the Melbourne West Vietnam Veterans. 
His photo, The Laundry Boy, was taken in 
Baria where the boy worked with his grand-
mother at the laundry. 

Story Writing and Arts Competition 
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Health Study-Vietnam Nurses 

SEATO Nurses 
Proposed changes to the Comcare Guide used for 
assessing the degree of permanent impairment will 
make it more difficult for nurses to claim lump 
sum payments for permanent injuries under the 
Safety Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 1988. 
The ANF has written to Comcare expressing con-
cerns that SEATO nurses with conditions that 
would be assessed at the minimum 10% whole 
body impairment under the current Guide would 
no longer be assessed at that level. 
 
The ANF have called on anyone with an illness or 
injury that may be related to (or aggravated by( 
their time in Vietnam to contact Debbie Richards 
at the Federal Office of ANF on 03 9639 5211 or 
email: Debbie@anf.org.au. 
 
The establishment of the database containing a rec-
ord of Australian women who participated in the 
Vietnam war in various roles is progressing slowly 
but more names are needed to establish a database 
with sufficient numbers to conduct further health 
studies for women. 
 
Robert Van der Hoek, from the Australian Institute 
of Health and Welfare (AIHW) reported that so far 
a total of 285 woman have registered, the largest 
group being civilian nurses (77); followed by 
RAAF (58); unofficial entertainers (49); Army 
(43); Red Cross (15) and Official entertainers (13). 
Others include: journalists; allied health profes-
sionals; foreign affairs and other administrative 
staff. 
 

Further information about the database is available 
on the AIHW website: 
http://www.aihw.gov.au/veteran/fvvchr/index.html 
or contact Robert Van der Hoek by email: Rob-
ert.vanderhoek@aihw.gov.au or phone: 02 6244 
1133 
 
US Study of Vietnam nurses identifies issues for 
nurses who may work in war zones in the future 
The study titled: "Lessons learned and advice from 
Vietnam war nurses: a qualitative study", was based 
on interviews with a sample of female registered 
nurses who served in Vietnam for the purpose of 
obtaining advice and guidance from the lessons 
learned from their experience in Vietnam. 
 
The conclusions of the study are as follows: 
"Much can be learned from the lessons learned and 
advice given by Vietnam War nurses. These lessons 
stress that nurses need to take a pro-active role in 
preparing themselves for deployment to a war zone, 
and that institutional training for war needs to be 
intensive and realistic. 
The environmental, cultural, technological, clinical 
and psychosocial demands of war nursing need to 
be comprehensively addressed before nurses deploy 
to a war." 
 

Reading Test 

The Paomnnehal Pweor Of The Hmuan Mnid 

Aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy,it doesn't mttaer in what order the ltteers in a word are,the 

only iprmoatnt thing is that the frist and lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae .The rset can be a taotl mses and you can 

sittl raed it woutit porbelm.Tihs is bcuseae the human  mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by istlef,but the word as a 

wloh 

   AMZANIG HUH ?????? 

 And the spell checker on the office computer is now on stress leave.e. 
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 Soldiers lament the passing of “Fred” 

Sadly missed by those who knew him. 
Old soldiers and their younger colleagues are 
teary-eyed at the demise of a trusty old friend 
known as “Fred”, a comrade since the days of 
Vietnam.    
“Fred” is the army-issue can opener, bottle open-
er and spoon, a shiny all-in-one implement manu-
factured in the hundreds of thousands and   in-
cluded in every one-man ration pack issued to 
Australian soldiers since the1960s and maybe 
much earlier. But in an age of ring-pull cans and 
heat-in-the-bag main meals, “Fred” is no longer 
needed.  
His retirement prompted a ventilation of sorrow 
in recent letters to the  Army newspaper. 
"From opening tin cans to cleaning fingernails or 
personal assault weapons to a makeshift screw-
driver, the humble “Fred” has served well," 
wrote Captain Brian Tuohy of the Townsville-
based 3 Brigade. "It has never been decorated, 
mentioned in dispatches or given a Commanding 
Officer's Commendation. It has gone about its 
business, serving the Australian soldier, sailor 
and airman in every conceivable country and op-
eration in the world without the recognition it so 
rightly deserves."  
Major Justin Bayley, defence logistics manager 
and senior food   inspector, replied in the newspa-
per that “Fred” was being dropped so funds 
could be diverted to new and better items, includ-
ing an expanded menu range, sports drink pow-
der and tuna with crackers. "We are trialling 
much sought-after items such as beef jerky and 
self-saucing puddings. Sadly, these products don't 
come cheap and with essentially a fixed budget, I 
have to introduce changes so that we can re-
invest money we save for things I know our sol-
diers want."  
Lieutenant Colonel Sean Ryan said it wasn't just a 
money issue. "The fact is “Fred “is redundant in 
the modern ration pack," he said. "Modern tech-
nology has meant that the army can take ad-
vantage of more innovative packaging solutions 
such as the ring-pull cans to give the soldier in 
the field greater culinary delights and simpler 
preparation."    
Not all soldiers were convinced. Major K T Cook 
of Bandiana, Victoria, said he was moved to sol-

emnly inter his “Fred” in his backyard. "A few 
words were said and tears glistened in my eyes 
as “Fred “ had been a faithful companion for 
more than 30 years," he said, querying whether a 
ring-pull could ever serve as a screwdriver, for 
fingernail cleaning or for scraping mud off boots.  
Similarly, Private Raymond Khoo of the defence 
languages school said his “Fred “had always 
been a important tool in the field. "It was used 
widely, including the opening of cans to im-
portantly the cleaning of weapons and other 
things limited (only) by ones own imagination or 
needs," he said. 
 
So much for modern day “progress” . 
 

Vale “Fred” 
 

And for those who haven’t worked out what 
“Fred” stands for it’s: 

 “flaming” ridiculous eating device. 



Page 17 

Honour the Dead but Fight Like Hell for the Living 

A refurbished replica of the shield is on display 

in the main foyer of Army Office in Canberra.  

(Figure 1) . 

The original design, created and produced in 

haste for issue to the contingent departing to 

South Africa, was modified in 1904. This badge 

(Figure 2). was worn through both World Wars,  

Since its inception the Basic form of the 1904 

version has remained unchanged although mod-

ifications have been made to the wording on the 

scroll and to the style of crown.  

In 1949, when Corps and Regimental Badges 

were reintroduced into service, the wording on 

the scroll of the “Rising Sun” Badge was 

changed to read “Australian Military Forces”. 

(Figure 3). 

 

Twenty years later, the badge was again modi-

fied to incorporate the Federation Star and Tor-

so Wreath from the original 1902 version of the 

badge and the scroll wording changed to 

“Australia” (Figure 4). 

In the 75th anniversary year of the ANZAC 

landings at Gallipoli there arose a desire to re-

turn to the traditional accoutrements worn by 

Australian soldiers during the World Wars and 

which clearly identify the Australian Army. 

(Figure 5). The recent change coincides with 

the 90th anniversary of the Army which was 

commemorated on 1st March 1991. 

Proudly worn by soldiers of the 1st and 2nd 

Australian Imperial Forces in both World 

Wars, the ‘Rising Sun’ badge has become an 

integral part of Digger tradition.  

The distinctive shape, worn on the upturned 

brim, of a slouch hat, is readily identified with 

the spirit of ANZAC.  

Yet despite the badges historic significance, 

well researched theories as to its origin are 

more numerous than its seven points.  

In 1902 a badge was urgently sought for the 

Australian contingents raised after Federation 

for service in South Africa during the Boer 

War.  

Probably the most widely-accepted version of 

the origin of this badge is that which attributes 

the selection of its design to a British officer, 

Major General Sir Edward Hutton, KCB, 

KCMG, the newly appointed Commander-in-

chief of the Australian Forces.  

He had earlier received as a gift from Briga-

dier General Joseph Gordon, a military ac-

quaintance of long standing, a “Trophy of 

Arms” comprising mounted cut and thrust 

swords and triangular Martini Henri bayonets 

arranged in a semicircle around a brass crown. 

To Major General Hutton the shield was sym-

bolic of the co-ordination of the Naval and 

Military Forces of the Commonwealth.  

Australian Army Rising Sun Badge 
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The Sands of Christmas 

A Blonde had just got a new sports 
car and was out for a drive when 
she accidentally cut off a truck 
driver. He motioned for her to pull 
over. 
 
When she did, he got out of his 
truck and pulled a piece of chalk 
from his pocket. He drew a circle 
on the side of the road and gruffly 
commanded the 
blonde "stand in that circle and 
DON'T MOVE!". 
 
He then went to her car and cut up 
her leather seats. When he turned 
around she had a slight grin on 
her face, so he said "Oh you think 
that's funny?  Watch this!" 
 
He gets a baseball bat out of his 
truck and breaks every window in 
her car.  When he turns and looks 
at her she has a smile on her face. 
He is getting really mad. 
 
He gets his knife back out and slic-
es all her tyres. Now she's laugh-
ing. The truck driver is really 
starting to lose it. He goes back to 
his truck and gets a can of petrol, 
pours it on her car and sets it on 
fire. 
 
He turns around and she is laugh-
ing so hard she is about to fall 
down. 
 
"What's so funny?" the truck driv-
er asked the blonde. She replied, 
 
"Every time you weren't looking, I 
stepped outside the circle!" 

Just Blonde 

I had no Christmas spirit when I breathed a weary sigh, 

and looked across the table where the bills were piled too high. 

The laundry wasn’t finished and the car I had to fix, 

My stocks were down another point, the Dolphins lost by six. 

And so with only minutes till my son got home from school 

I gave up on the drudgery and grabbed a wooden stool. 

The burdens that I carried were about all I could take, 

and so I flipped the TV on to catch a little break. 

I came upon a desert scene in shades of tan and rust, 

No snowflakes hung upon the wind, just clouds of swirling dust. 

And where the reindeer should have stood before a laden sleigh, 

eight hummers ran a column right behind an M1A. 

A group of boys walked past the tank, not one was past his teens, 

Their eyes were hard as polished flint, their faces drawn and lean. 

They walked the street in armour with their rifles shouldered tight, 

their dearest wish for Christmas, just to have a silent night. 

Other soldiers gathered, hunkered down against the wind, 

To share a scrap of mail and dreams of going home again. 

There wasn’t much at all to put their lonely hearts at ease, 

They had no Christmas turkey, just a pack of MREs. 

They didn't have a garland or a stocking I could see, 

They didn't need an ornament-- they lacked a Christmas Tree. 

They didn’t have a present even though it was tradition, 

the only boxes I could see were labelled “ammunition.” 

I felt a little tug and found my son now by my side, 

He asked me what it was I feared, and why it was I cried. 

I swept him up into my arms and held him oh so near 

and kissed him on the forehead as I whispered in his ear. 

There’s nothing wrong my little son, for safe we sleep tonight, 

our heroes stand on foreign land to give us all the right, 

to worry on the things in life that mean nothing at all, 

instead of wondering if we will be the next to fall. 

He looked at me as children do and said its always right, 

to thank the ones who help us and perhaps that we should write. 

And so we pushed aside the bills and sat to draft a note, 

to thank the many far from home, and this is what we wrote, 

God bless you all and keep you safe, and speed your way back home. 

Remember that we love you so, and that you’re not alone. 

The gift you give you share with all, a present every day, 

You give the gift of liberty and that we can’t repay. 

Michael Marks 
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Notice Board 

The Notice Board is intended to be similar to those you see in other Veteran publications and can include personal 
notices such as Wanted to find, Reunions, get togethers, hobby related matters etc. 

The VVAA Victoria Branch President retains the right to refuse acceptance of any notice that does not accord with the 
aims and objectives of the VVAA. 

Please forward your notices to the State Office or Email to ‘Editor VVAAVIC@vvaavic.org.au’. 

Anyone who served with Peter Betts 4RAR 2nd 
tour Charlie company, Motto “Stay Loose”,  En-
listment 30/9/69 Discharge 29/9/71 please con-
tact his wife Kerry on (07) 5543 5818, Mobile 
0407 600 595 or Email pnkex-
cav@bigpond.com. 

***** 

Looking for information on the actual tune 
played by the pipers when the original Long Tan 
Cross was erected. We know it is refer red to 
as “Pipers Lament” but that is a generic term. 
We have been approached by a “Kiwi” piper 
who would like to play the actual tune next year 
for the 40th anniversary. Anyone with info 
please contact VVAA State Office Melbourne 
(03) 9655 5588 Email: editor@vvaavic.org.au   

***** 

RSL Women’s Council of Victoria have knee 
rugs, beanies, bed slippers, short sleeve jumpers 
and face washers available that have been knit-
ted or crocheted by our Auxiliary Members and 
would like to hear from any Veteran that would 
like to receive any of the above to help keep 
them warm. 

Contact details: 

 Anzac House 4 Collins Street Melbourne  
 Telephone (03) 9655 5519  

***** 

Major Tony White Retd is looking to make con-
tact with Sgt R.J.Farley who was Tony’s Platoon 
Sgt in 1966, 2 Pl A Coy 1 RAR. Tony thinks 
that Sgt Farley may have done a 2nd tour with 7 
RAR . 

***** 

Following the recent theft of a large quantity of Viagra, 

police report they are looking for hardened criminals. 

I am trying to find anyone who can assist me with in-
formation to substantiate L/Cpl Ian Charles Triplett's 
account of the events that occurred at Fire Support 
Base "BALMORAL" about 28th. May 1968.  

Ian has stated that some people who may be able to 
help were Captain Doyle, who was wounded at that 
time, Capt. Kleinig, Capt. Bleakley, Sgt Hayward, Dar-

ryl Hewitt, L/Cpl D.C Smith, Chris Gilbert.  

If anyone can assist, my name is Harold Heslop VVAA 
Swan Hill. 

Email shadvic@bigpond.net.au Phone (03) 50331909. 

***** 

Seeking the whereabouts of Gregory Andrew 
COTTER 3794696 1 Aust CA Unit SVN Aug 69 
> Jul 70. Greg apparently came from Main Ridge 
in Victoria. 

During Pte Cotter’s service in SVN he was writ-
ten to by an 8 YO school girl as part of the “mail 
to servicemen” effort. That young lady still has a 
copy of her letter and wonders if she can make 
contact with her digger pen pal. 

Anyone with contact information, please ring Dr 
Christopher Scarff on 0417 588 110. 

***** 

The State Executive wishes to advise that 

FSB-Vic is scheduled to issue in hard 

copy format early in the New Year. 

***** 

***** 

mailto:shadvic@bigpond.net.au
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VVCS 
Group Programmes 

What's on Between January 2006 and June 2006 
 
Residential Lifestyle 
This programme is a 6-day residential and will cover strategies to improve your lifestyle and to assist you cope 

better with stress. It will include relaxation and stress management; practical advice on health and diet; strategies 

to identify and manage anger; problem-solving and communication skills.  

 

Early Retirement 
This programme is available for veterans who have retired or are facing early retirement. It explores attitudes to 

work and retirement, the feelings of stress and loss often associated with retiring and teaches skills to help you 

cope with the transition from the routine and structure of work to retirement.  The programme is conducted 

weekly, and extends over ten (10) two-hourly sessions. 

 

Doing it Differently 
This programme is designed for veterans who experience their anger and/or violent behaviour as a problem. 

Topics will include triggers to anger and/or violent behaviour and strategies to prevent this behaviour and its 

consequences. The programme is conducted weekly over ten (10) two-hourly sessions and fortnightly over five 

(5) fortnightly two hourly sessions. 

 

Heart Health  
This 12-month education and exercise Programme for Vietnam Veterans aims to promote health and well-being 

as well as social interaction. Information Session will be offered in the following locations: 

 

Controlled Drinking 
This programme is designed for veterans who are experiencing problems with alcohol and want to cut down 

their drinking to improve their health and quality of life. You will learn the principles of controlled drinking and 

how to reduce levels of alcohol consumption. The programme is conducted weekly over ten (10) two-hourly 

sessions. 

 

 

Launching Place February 19-24, 2006 

Launching Place May 14-19, 2006 

Frankston workshop January 19, 2006 

Frankston 10 week programme, February 

Frankston 10 week programme- Feb 

2-June 22, 2006 

Wodonga February 2006 

Bacchus Marsh January 2006 

Dandenong January 2006 

Mornington February 2006 

Hurstbridge February 2006 

Horsham workshop February 2006 
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Partners' Self-Care Programme 
This programme is offered to partners of veterans of all conflicts and peacekeeping missions. It encourages sharing 

of experiences and mutual support, and teaches partners ways to take care of their own psychological and physical 

health.  The programme is conducted weekly and extends over ten (10) two hourly sessions 

Sons & Daughters Lifeskills 

these three-hour information and discussion forums are offered throughout the state and cover topics such as: 

Understanding your family context 

Stress Management 

Assertiveness 

Skills for managing life more positively 

Sons and daughters will be surveyed before finalising topics for a particular region. 

 

Sons & Daughters Anger Management 

This programme is designed for sons and daughters of veterans who experience their anger and/or aggressive be-

haviour as a problem. The programme is offered as a one-day workshop and an in depth 8-week programme. 

 

ASIST 
This two-day workshop is designed for veterans, their partner and children to help them identify and deal with 

people who are at risk of suicide. It presents information on how to talk to someone who is thinking of suicide, 

how to access help for them and how to look after yourself while providing them with support. 

 

The groups listed above do not cover all the regions in Victoria. If you or your family identify a par-

ticular programme needed in your region, please do not hesitate to contact us and we will do our 

utmost to provide additional groups. Please note that groups require minimum numbers for them 

to be effective. If numbers are too low, the programme may be postponed or not offered. 

 

Register your interest by calling VVCS on 9221 0515 or 1800 011 046 or by filling in the group regis-

tration form below and returning it to: 

Registration of interest for groups January 2006 to March 2006 

——————————————————————————————————————————————
——————————————————————————————————————————————- 

Melbourne Metro March  2006 

Workshop Melbourne Metro March  

2006 

Ballarat, February 2006 

Researchers at the American Medical Association have made a remarkable discovery. 

It seems that some patients needing blood transfusions may benefit from receiving chicken 

blood rather than human blood . 

 

   It tends to make the men cocky and the women lay better. 



Page 22 

Honour the Dead but Fight Like Hell for the Living 

 
The motto of the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia is:  

 
Honour the Dead but Fight Like Hell for the Living  

 
There has been considerable debate about the source of the motto, and the following research by Ron Briggs of South Aus-
tralia comprises the latest information known. If anyone can shed any further light on the motto, please contact the web-
master.  
 
Investigations undertaken by Ron Briggs in mid 1999, revealed that the motto was first used in Australia by the NT branch 
of the Association and was subsequently adopted in the early nineties by the National Council to be used by the VVAA on 
an Australia-wide basis.  
 
There was some evidence to indicate that the motto originated in the USA, with a small piece in the VVAA Queensland 
newsletter “0 Group” suggesting the motto was first used in an article that appeared in the “National Geographic” of May 
1985.  
 
Further investigation revealed that the National Geographic article, which was part of a piece written for the dedication of 
the ‘Wall” in Washington, actually came from a book entitled “To Heal A Nation” by Jan Scruggs and Joel Swerdlow 
(Scruggs being one of the main movers behind the building of the Wall). The authors refer to a sign that was thrust into the 
ground at the dedication ceremony. The wording on the sign read: “Honour the dead, fight like hell for the living”. At the 
time, Briggs wondered whether the words had been borrowed from some other source, and perhaps came from another 
war.  
 
Later, the State Secretary of the Returned and Services League of Australia in South Australia, John Spencer, sent Ron 
Briggs a photocopy of an unsigned piece that appeared in an RSL journal in 1948, and which is very prominently entitled: 
“Honour the Dead, by Helping the Living”. While not precisely the same words as the VVAA motto, one is struggling not 
to draw the conclusion that there may be a very strong connection.  
 
Interestingly, although dated 1948 (at first sight, presenting a nexus with the Second World War), the piece is largely con-
cerned with 5th November and the story behind Poppy Day, which obviously puts the sentiment in the era of the First 
World War.  
 
Of particular interest however is a paragraph dealing with the formation of the British Legion, quote: “[T]he British Le-
gion was formed to foster the interests of ex-servicemen, and the late Field-Marshall Earl Ha, the first Grand President, 
sought for a symbol which would (my parenthesis) ‘Honour the dead and help the living” The penultimate paragraph again 
seems to paraphrase the motto, and ends with the observation that “by buying a poppy you are Honour ring the dead by 
helping the living”. The piece then goes on to speak of John McRae and quotes some verse from “In Flanders Fields”.  
Has the VVAA inadvertently borrowed a sentiment from Field-Marshal Haig? Does the motto have an earlier connection 
(pre-Vietnam and the Wall) to the Americans through John McRae and the Canadians at the time of the First World War?  
In any event, it seems that this sentiment, so concisely put, and so appropriate to those who have survived  
warfare only to find the peace more deadly than the war, has been used before.  
 
The Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia believes that it continues to be a succinct and utterly appropriate expres-
sion of the Association’s objects.  
 
None of us will forget our Vietnam experiences, the backlash on return to Australia from all corners of society and govern-
ment and the enormous struggles by individuals striving to cope; many finding it too great a burden to bear. It is for all 
those reasons the VVAA Motto remains relevant in pursuing the Aims and Objectives of the VVAA, ie to fight for veter-
ans and their families.  

VVAA ~ Motto 
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Address: 

VVAA Victorian Branch 

Anzac House 

L3/4 Collins St 

MELBOURNE VIC 3000 

Phone: 

(03) 9655 5588 

Fax: 

(03) 9655 5582 

Email: 

secretary@vvaavic.org.au 

Office Hours: 

0900 > 1520 Mon-Wed-Fri 

10:00 am > 14.00 pm 

Tuesday & Thursday 

 

 

Office Volunteers: 

Maurie Benson  

Fred Greenway  

Newsletter 

Email:  

editor@vvaavic.org.au 

VVAA Victorian Branch ~ State Office 

DISCLAIMER 

The material in “FSB-VIC” is in the nature of general comment only and neither purports nor is intended to be advice on 
any particular matter. No person should act on the basis of any matter contained in “FSB-VIC” without considering and, 
if necessary, taking appropriate professional advice upon their own particular circumstances. The VVAA, the authors and 
editors expressly disclaim all and any liability in respect of anything done or omitted to be done by any such person in 
reliance, whether whole or partial, upon the whole or part of the contents of “FSB-VIC”. 

STATE PRESIDENT Richard (Dick) CULLIFORD 

IMMEDIATE PAST STATE PRESIDENT John METHVEN OAM 

STATE VICE PRESIDENT Robert (Bob) ELWORTHY 

STATE VICE PRESIDENT Reg McMASTER JP 

STATE SECRETARY Len BARLOW 

STATE ASSISTANT SECRETARY Martin RUDELBACH 

STATE TEASURER Jim COGHLAN 

STATE ASSISTANT TREASURER Peter BRIGHT 

EXECUTIVE MEMBER John HERVEY 

EXECUTIVE MEMBER Neville BRYANT 

VVAA Vic State Branch 
Executive 


