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F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  

Just where did 

2014 go? 

Welcome to 

this edition of 

FSB Vic, I 

hope you find 

it interesting and informative. I 

particularly welcome new mem-

bers and those returning to the 

branch. 

I thank you for your continued 

support of me as your President 

and your support of the re-elected 

members of your State Executive: 

we look forward to working with 

all members as we strive to deliv-

er the best welfare and social ser-

vices that we can. As usual I take 

this opportunity to thank all Sub-

Branch committee members for 

their efforts on behalf of the mem-

bership last year and wish all Sub-

Branch committees fair weather in 

2015 

A quick look back at last year 

shows that the Branch accounted 

for almost 43% of the national 

membership, and the 2014 budget 

provided indexation relief for 

members on defence force retire-

ment benefits pensions but con-

tained some worrying stings in the 

tail for 2017 and beyond if the 

coalition government is re-elected. 

The 2016 commemorative com-

mittee was formed under the 

chairmanship of VP Ken Baker, 

and the committee has been work-

ing hard on preparations for 2016-

the schedule of activities has been 

provided to Sub-Branches. VAN 

offices closed, the long awaited 

Intergenerational Health Study 

was released as was a paper on the 

future of advocacy. VV Day 2014 

focused on the deployment of 

RAAF Caribou aircraft to Vi-

etnam. 

Some less glamorous but nonethe-

less important administrative 

changes occurred during last year. 

The national insurance policy was 

changed, largely due to agitation 

from Victoria relating to delays in 

obtaining cover notes and the con-

sequent issues with the conduct of 

Badge Week. Our constitution 

was amended and the changes 

approved by Consumer Affairs 

Victoria. Changes to reflect a de-

sire to introduce more flexibility 

for Sub-Branch executive elec-

tions are foreshadowed and will 

be put to the State Council, and 

your executive introduced elec-

tronic banking. Bob Glaubitz, who 

has the lead role in setting up ac-

counting systems for the 2016 

commemorations, is available to 

assist Sub Branches to transit to 

electronic banking should they 

wish to do so. 

As mentioned, planning for 2016 

is going full steam ahead. We are 

embarking on an ambitious pro-

gram of commemorative events 

next year and we will all need to 

be fully involved in order to make 

the year one not to forget. Your 

state executive and all sub-

branches will have a role in pro-

moting and conducting the com-

memorations, and each and every 

one of us has an important role to 

play. I call on every member to 

fully involve themselves and to 

chase up their mates who are not 

members and get them back on 

board: 2016 may be the last op-

portunity for some to commemo-

rate a significant anniversary. I am 

delighted to report that Peter 

Liefman will play an important 

part in the conduct of VetRide 

2016: this is great news given Pe-

ter’s passion for the event and his 

involvement from the very first 

ride. 

Both state political parties pledged 

support to Vietnam veteran activi-

ties in 2016 in the lead up to the 

state elections in November, and I 

have already had some prelimi-

nary discussions in relation to our 

2016 activities and funding priori-

ties. I met with a very supportive 

then Veteran Minister Damien 

Drum late in the year, and I am 

delighted to report that I received 

an enthusiastic hearing from new 

Minister for Veterans John Eren 

recently, at which our 2016 plans 

were discussed. Achieving guar-

antees for funding support at both 

state and federal level will be high 

on the 2015 agenda. 

Victoria hosts the National Con-

gress in Seymour in May and Ex-

ecutive Officer Jim Coghlan has 

had the lead in pulling the admin-

istrative details together: this will 

be an important time for the 

branch, and an opportunity to 

showcase the Seymour Walk.  

The Education Team again pro-

vided a substantial cheque to the 
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State Branch Education Account 

at the 2015 AGM from donations 

received from schools during the 

year. Recently, Phil White OAM 

and Chris White both announced 

their resignations from the E 

Team after many years of involve-

ment. Both have been tireless 

workers for the E Team, and by 

extension the State Branch, in en-

suring that the message of our 

Vietnam War experiences reached 

students across the state. We are 

indebted to them both.  

I was fortunate to have the oppor-

tunity to brief the Victorian Veter-

ans Council on the current state of 

the Branch and also to discuss 

plans for the future. I am also de-

Firstly, I appreciate your vote of 

confidence in electing me as the 

Victorian State Secretary for the 

2015 year.  It is shaping up as 

busy year – no different to pre-

vious years really. 

For all Sub-Branches - please 

update any name and/or contact 

changes to the Sub-Branch Exec-

utive. This can be done by simply 

advising myself by e-mail and 

will ensure the timely passage of 

information to the Sub-Branch 

and your members  

For all members – please advise 

your Sub-Branch of any change 

of addresses, this will ensure you 

receive your FSB-VIC and De-

F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  ( cont’d )  

F R O M  T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  

lighted to report that the VVC 

requested a copy of our Closure 

Plan Paper with the aim of re-

viewing its suitability for use with 

assisting old unit associations and 

the like to manage their closures. 

Your executive will prepare its 

part of the closure plan this year 

and provide a draft to Sub-

Branches for comment.  

We continue to receive encourag-

ing feedback and compliments on 

the Branch newsletter FSB Vic. 

Maurie Benson, the newsletter 

editor deserves acknowledgement 

for the presentation of the news-

letter as do the Sub-Branches who 

contribute articles; it’s the grass 

roots stories that set our newslet-

ter apart. 

I congratulate our new Honourary 

Life Members Messrs. Moore and 

Thomson, acknowledged by the 

State Branch Council for their 

outstanding legal counsel on be-

half of veterans, an honour well 

deserved.  

In closing, I was delighted to see 

the large number of Vietnam vet-

erans who attended the Melbourne 

Operation Slipper welcome home 

march. We made quite a racket as 

the young veterans marched past 

and our attendance was clearly 

recognized and appreciated 

Bob Elworthy AM 

brief newsletter each twice annu-

ally.  Additionally, if you have an 

email address, please advise your 

Sub-Branch of the details, it will 

make getting information out to 

you a lot quicker. 

I would like to add that I would 

be most pleased to respond to 

any enquiries from Sub-Branches 

or members (see the State Direc-

tory on the website for contact 

details) and I will respond as 

soon as possible 

Maurie Benson has again 

taken on the mantle of State 

Branch Office Manager for 

2015 and will be looking 

after volunteers to assist in 

the State Office.  If you 

would like to be one of those 

members, please contact 

Maurie via e-mail at of-

fice@vvaavic.org.au. 

Len Barlow also has taken 

on the job as our Webmaster 

to manage the Victorian 

State Branch website – 

thanks to Len for taking on 

the job. 

Finally, I look forward to work-

ing with members at all levels for 

the betterment of veterans and 

their families. 

Regards 

Peter Bright 

Secretary 
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HONOURARY LIFE MEMBERS 

Melbourne  

Shrine  of  Remembrance  

50th Anniversary 

1 RAR Battle Group  

arrival in South Vietnam. 

 

Enquiries  

VVAA State Office 

VV Day Coordinator 

Maurie Benson 

Telephone:  0417 588 886 

Email:  office@vvaavic.org.au 

The Victorian State Council unan-

imously voted to award Victorian 

State Branch Honourary Life 

Membership to Mr. Garry Moore 

and Mr. Christopher Thomson in 

recognition of their outstanding 

conduct of veteran cases at the 

Administrative Appeals Tribunal 

and the Federal Court over many 

years. 

Both men have consistently gone 

above and beyond the call of duty 

to look after their clients, always 

treating them with care, respect 

and understanding and  a commit-

ment to having a thorough 

knowledge of the circumstances 

of the veteran. There has always 

been a significantly reduced level 

of legal aid payments payable to 

Barristers who choose to under-

take this type of work, compared 

to the usual commercial rates, 

particularly so for very experi-

enced counsel like Garry and 

Christopher. Neither are veterans, 

however their decision to contin-

ue to accept brief from Peter 

Liefman over the years is clearly 

based on a personal and unspoken 

commitment to the welfare of vet-

erans. 

Congratulations Garry and Chris-

topher, your Honourary Life 

Membership awards are richly 

deserved. On behalf of many vet-

erans and Vietnam veterans in 

particular-Thank You.         

V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n s  D a y  2 0 1 5  

 0930 - 1100 hrs   

Gunfire Breakfast   

 1030 - 1130hrs   

Marchers gather at Northern 

Forecourt.  

 1130hrs 

Marchers Form up at Northern 

Forecourt. 

 1200hrs 

March Step Off. 

 

Official Commemoration  Service. 

 1300hrs 

Formalities conclude. 

2015 marks a significant mile-

stone for Vietnam Veterans. 

It’s the 49th Anniversary of 

the Battle of Long Tan as well 

as the 50th Anniversary for 

those who formed part of the 1 

RAR Battle Group 1965/66. 

Get together with your mates 

and make a day of VV Day 

2015 at the Melbourne Shrine.  

Come along, remember those 

who paid the supreme sacrifice 

in Vietnam then gather after-

wards at a place of your choos-

ing. 
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The G&DVVAA Members react 

to the proposal to evaluate the 

model of DVA service delivery at 

the Veteran Access Network of-

fice in Geelong. Geelong VVAA 

believe the current DVA model is 

efficient and effective and should 

not be absorbed into Centrelink. 

To help make the point members 

gathered outside the VAN office, 

with the Hon Richard Marles MP, 

Federal Member for Corio, to ex-

press their feelings. 

S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

GEELONG 

G&DVVAA installed new signs 

for its Avenue of Honour in Gee-

long, near its VVA Centre at Os-

borne House. Picture shows Les 

Fuller, Museum Curator, proudly 

standing alongside the new sign 

on Melbourne Road. 

There is a large community bill-

board located within our Avenue 

of Honour, which we have asked 

the City of Greater Geelong to 

relocate elsewhere. We believe it 

is inappropriate for a dedicated 

place of honour be 'polluted' by 

commercial signage.  

The Avenue of Honour is dedicat-

ed to all who served in Vietnam 

and those who paid the ultimate 

sacrifice.  

The Federal Minister for Veteran 

Affairs, Sen Michael Ronaldson, 

supports our request to have the 

billboard removed. 

their plight to local media and 

Parliament for their case to be 

heard. 

Veterans Affairs (DVA) say they 

will consider all feedback and 

that, despite a decline in shop 

front services nationally some 

areas, have actually seen an exten-

sion of services. 

All well and good but Geelong 

Veterans fear that their office is 

earmarked for closure with needy 

veterans cut adrift from critical 

welfare help.  

Richard Marles MP, Member for 

Corio, raised concerns in Parlia-

ment after closure of other region-

GEELONG BATTLES VAN OFFICE CLOSURE 

Geelong Vietnam Veterans have 

rallied in an attempt to save their 

Veterans’ Office (VAN Office) 

from being closed and have taken 

al VAN offices resulted in deliv-

ery of services passing to Cen-

trelink. 

Local media in Geelong (Danny 

Lannen) in a recent article noted 

that “Geelong is home to more 

veterans than any other Victorian 

municipality and veteran leaders 

say they need face-to-face contact 

in dealing with often sensitive 

matters.” 

Editor Note: 

VVAA continues to monitor the 

effects of VAN Office closures and 

Centrelink performance as it 

relates to veteran servicing. 
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Melbourne West SB members 

attended an ANZAC Day ceremo-

ny at Thomas Chirnside Primary 

School on Monday 28 April 2014. 

It’s the 10th year of our Sub 

Branch association with the 

school and a great deal of pride 

and satisfaction is felt, especially 

from the children who attend and 

are able to learn a little about what 

ANZAC means to so many. 

Melbourne West members also 

visit Thomas Chirnside School 

several times every year and we 

are always welcome as we are at 

The Grange College. It is evident 

that the scholars of today are seek-

ing more and more information 

about conflicts involving Australi-

an Servicemen and Women.  

A plaque, presented to Thomas 

Chirnside Primary School by the 

Sub Branch was unveiled by Di 

MELBOURNE WEST 

Reynolds who is the widow of our 

late Member, Bill Reynolds, and, 

as you can see by the photo, our 

Members were so very proud and 

humbled by the unveiling.  

Melbourne West Sub Branch has 

always been proud of the number 

of our Members who give up their 

time to visit schools in the area. 

We are always welcomed and the 

students are forever diligent and 

polite in their questioning of our 

Members.  

It is heartening to know that this 

generation of students are learn-

ing, through their questions, what 

our blokes went through, and they 

all show a new respect for veter-

ans.  

In February Melb West Members 

Vic Pilch, Bruce Hicks, Glen 

Smith and Ron Hall assisted the 

Darwin Defenders Association 

with the wreath laying ceremony 

at the Shrine of Remembrance 

carrying the Darwin Defenders 

Banner and wheeling disabled ex-

Defenders. A letter of Apprecia-

tion from the Darwin Defenders 

Association 1942-1945 was sent 

S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

to Melb West Members for their 

efforts. 

Melbourne West SB, in addition 

to their many activities recently 

had a great trip to Ballarat for the 

Begonia Festival on Thursday 12 

March which included a visit to 

the POW Memorial in the Botani-

cal Gardens, lunch at Ballarat 

Golf Club and a visit to St. Anne’s 

Winery on the way home. It was a 

fabulous trip … hope they all got 

home safely after the Winery stop 

over!! 



Honour the dead but fight like hell for the living 8  

S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

Unfortunately our May 2014 

Magic Golf Day started with 

about 12 mm of rain but cleared to 

lovely sunshine. The coarse was 

in excellent condition and about 6 

teams of ladies hit off for the first 

time picking up some of the tro-

phies. 

87 players attended from far and 

wide, including Philip Island, Nu-

murkah, Geelong, Ballarat, Bendi-

go and Castlemaine. It was great 

to have so many Viet Vets. partic-

ipate and it appears all enjoyed the 

day. Thanks go out to all for par-

ticipation and efforts.  

Ben Holscher’s son Luke only got 

his handicap that week and was 

lucky enough to share 6th place in 

B Grade with his uncle. 

MARYBOROUGH 

RAAF 

Big thanks must go out to the ma-

jor sponsors, Numurkah Golf and 

Bowls Club, Drummond Golf 

Ballarat, Crameri Timber and 

Hardware Maryborough.  

L-R Lee Turton (VVAA S/B Pres) Garry 

Mayall (RSL/VVAA S/B Treas.) Steve 

Brauman (RSL Pres) Ben Holscher.  

Garry Myall was presented Hon-

orary Life Membership for 15 

years and a special presentation 

for 19 years as RSL Treasurer for 

his service above and beyond the 

call from both the RSL. and 

VVAA S/B; one extremely great 

effort, congratulations and well 

done Garry. 

Changing of the guard. 

Lee Turton out going President 

being handed S/B Life Member-

ship and congratulated by incom-

ing President Ben Holscher for 

services rendered and fundraising 

for the past 24 years. 

RAAFVVA AGM was held in 

February at the RAAF Association 

(Vic Branch) Headquarters. A fair 

rollup bolstered by RAAFVVA/

AFA Branch Bursary recipients 

and families. VVAA Victoria 

Branch President Bob Elworthy 

AM attended and acted as the 

VVAA Vic Branch Observer.  

Bursaries were presented to 

Marlee Nebauer and Jacob Rowe 

to further their studies in their 

chosen fields. We especially wish 

Marlee a safe journey in her cho-

sen field of tribal music studies 

and teachings to the underprivi-

leged children in Africa.  

Pictured is Marlee Nebauer after 

receiving her Bursary Certificate 

from RAAFVVA member and 

Acting President of the RAAF 

Association, Victoria Branch. Mr 

Bob Brackin.  

VVAA Vic Branch President Mr 

Bob Elworthy AM thanked the 

RAAFVVA for its continued sup-

port of the VVAA and gave an 

amusing tale of his repatriation to 

Australia on completion of his 

tour of duty in Vietnam. Thank 

you Bob for your attendance.  

Monthly lunches continue at the 

Mail Exchange Hotel on the 3rd 

Wednesday of the month exclud-

ing April (ANZAC Day and Au-

gust, VV Day) to which all veter-

ans are welcome.  

A good roll up for Operation Slip-

per to welcome home post 75 

Veterans.  

Great work by Alan White and 

the RAAF Association Board to 

help with the production of a new 

Banner.  



Honour the dead but fight like hell for the living 9  

S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

Twenty eight members including 

wives of the Echuca District Sub-

branch visited Canberra in March.  

The visit included attendance at 

the opening and closing ceremo-

nies and guided tours of the Aus-

tralian War Memorial and the an-

nex to the War Memorial. 

The conviviality of the group was 

outstanding and thus the long 

hours of travel was quickly forgot-

ten and the social activities very 

memorable. 

For those who have never visited 

the Annex, this is a real treat.  The 

ECHUCA 

number and range of articles held 

at the Annex for storage and resto-

ration must be seen to be believed.  

Everyone, male and female alike 

were very much impressed but the 

in depth knowledge of our guides 

and the degree of research and 

loving care that goes into making 

sure that every aspect of the item 

is preserved and restored to its 

original condition. 

Likewise, the formal closing cere-

mony including the ability to lay 

wreaths during the ceremony 

which is now conducted on a daily 

basis at the War Memorial was 

appreciated by all. 

No names and no pack drill, but 

the chief organisor Drew Clyne 

(Travel and Logistics Officer) and 

Graeme Richter (Transport Of-

ficer) must be thanked for their 

outstanding efforts in putting to-

gether the trip.  Their wives, Hel-

en and Claire respectively, must 

also rate a mention for nibblies 

and refreshments.  Our refresh-

ment sponsor Kay Knight should 

also be mentioned in despatches. 

Echuca joined with comrades 

from Tongala in 2014 to com-

memorate  Vietnam Veterans 

Day.  As part of the proceedings 

Dr Sharman Stone MP unveiled 

an honour board at the Tongala 

RSL. Pictured giving a speech is 

Echuca District President Ken 

Jones.  

S T O P  P R E S S — U R G E N T  N E W S  

While scanning the internet it was 

noticed that something amazing 

has happened to the Australian Ra-

tion Pack. 

This momentous happening will be 

welcomed by all Bronzed Aussies 

and a roar of approval will reso-

nate across the country. 

Can you see what might be the 

cause of such relief and applause? 
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into new premises at the “Willows 

Historical Park” in Melton. Many 

thanks to the City of Melton for 

their help and assistance.  

We have a 15 year lease on the 

property which will be enough to 

see the Sub-branch through. The 

Western Suburbs Veterans Centre 

has also moved into the same 

premises.  

In December we celebrated 20 

years as a Sub-branch at the Mel-

ton Country Club (who are great 

sponsors of this Sub-branch) with 

a Dinner Dance. Ladies wore a 

mask and gentlemen wore bow 

ties.  

Everyone who 

attended re-

ceived a com-

memorative 

In early August Life Member 

Graeme Sertori passed away. 

Graeme was an inaugural member 

of our Sub-branch and was heavi-

ly involved in fundraising. He 

designed the first Vietnam Veter-

ans Welfare Badge, the orange 

one with the black V; 

his dedication to the 

Melton Sub-branch 

will be greatly missed 

by all our members.  

On 2nd October 2014 we moved 

MELTON 

S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

 At the AGM held on 23rd. Febru-

ary, Swan Hill Sub-Branch award-

ed two of it’s members with Life 

Membership: 

Harold Heslop on left and Peter 

Kelly. 

Swan hill Sub-Branch also con-

ducted a fundraising auction on 

22nd. March, courtesy of a very 

generous benefactor. 

A great day was had by all and 

both the auction and BBQ went 

well. 

bottle of wine. The evening was 

a huge success.  

 

SWAN HILL 
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VVAA Box Hill’s annual Black Tie 

Dinner in March , according to all 

who attended, lifted the Bar another 

rung, and everyone who attended 

the night was to ask what can Brian 

Tateson, our events person, can do 

next year. 

Special guest Speaker for the even-

ing who was introduced by Briga-

dier Terry Nolan (Retd) was Major 

General Professor Jeffery Rosen-

feld AM OBE CStJ, immediate past 

Surgeon General Australian De-

fence Force. Jeffery, as he prefers 

to be known amongst his col-

leagues, is one of the words greatest 

surgeons, concentrating his skills 

around brain surgery at the Alfred 

hospital and Monash medical cen-

tre.  

The night was full of dignitaries 

that included Keith Payne VC 

OAM, MAJ General David 

McLachlan AO (Retd) President of 

RSL Victoria, Bob ELWORTHY 

AM President of VVAA Victorian 

State branch and our two politicians 

who have supported this sub-branch 

and our Black Tie Dinner for many 

years since its inception Anna 

Burke MP and Robert Clarke MP. 

BOX HILL 

S U B  B R A N C H E S  ~ W H A T ’ S  O N  

Jeffery spoke about trauma in the 

Australian Army today and that of 

Vietnam. Unlike Vietnam, where 

the injured were taken to various 

military hospitals for attention of 

their wounds which could take up 

to several hours, then flown back 

to Australia which again  could 

take several weeks, today’s in-

jured are evacuated instantly and 

the time frame for treatment of 

their wounds, especially being 

wounded by IED,s is considerably 

reduced. He also explained that if 

vital medical equipment was 

needed, there were no “Bog-

Downs” that happened in Vi-

etnam; again it was instant in get-

ting the equipment to where ever 

required in the War zone. 

Little thought is given these days 

to the conflict in “Rwanda”, but 

again Jeffery Rosenfeld told us 

that this particular conflict where 

he served with the Australian 

Medical Corp was probably one 

of the worst he had attended with 

many lives being lost; in fact in 

the thousands.  

Prior to our guest speaker making 

his speech, President John Ha-

ward gave a short “Welcome” 

speech to guests and dignitaries 

and conducted the Ode. The night 

was special, being our 10th Anni-

versary and Brian Tateson who co

-ordinates all our events, includ-

ing the Black Tie Dinner, gave a 

power point presentation of all the 

past Guest Speakers which 

showed  photos of them on screen. 

After this presentation, another 

photo exhibition was given of all 

our previous Guests who have 

supported this premier dinner. All 

those attending were taken back 

with the whole night; it certainly 

is up there with one of our best, if 

not our best.  

Congratulations have to be said of 

those who put this Dinner togeth-

er, which includes the Staff of 

Box Hill RSL. The menu was just 

superb as were the meals. “Well 

Done Those Men”. 

Senior Texting Codes 

* ATD - At the Doctor's  

* BFF - Best Friend's Funeral  

* BYOT - Bring Your Own 

Teeth  

* DWI - Driving While Incon-

tinent  

* FWIW - Forgot Where I 

Was  

* FYI - Found Your Insulin  

* ROFL...CGU - Rolling on the 

Floor Laughing...Can't get 

Up!  
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A War and Peace Exhibition was 

held recently in the Numurkah 

Town Hall under the organisation 

of members of the VVAA Goul-

burn Valley Sub-branch.  The exhi-

bition featured the Vietnam War 

photography of returned service-

man Paul Haw, as well as a collec-

tion of peacetime works including 

quilting, orchids and artworks. 

Members of the Goulburn Valley 

Veterans Association, who saw the 

War and Peace exhibition when it 

was first displayed in Boort, 

thought that this display was a 

wonderful opportunity to give the 

public of the Goulburn Valley a 

glimpse of one man’s life while 

serving in Vietnam.   

The exhibition showed a collection 

of Paul Haw framed colour photo-

graphs from his tour of duty.  Paul 

served as a gunner, and while there, 

he took more than 500 photos using 

the Minolta camera his father had 

given him.  The photographs exhib-

ited featured Paul’s unit and action 

he saw, as well as general images 

of Vietnam as it was at that time in 

the Australian Task Force area of 
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operation.  Goulburn Valley veter-

ans added to the exhibition with 

personal memorabilia of some of 

the members including various 

service medals and uniforms, Ar-

my webbing, cooking utensils, 

and souvenirs of Vietnam of the 

time. 

Supporting the “War” component 

of the exhibition, items represent-

ing the “Peace” component were 

provided by displays from the 

Goulburn Valley Quilters, the 

Murray Valley Orchid Club and 

Shepparton and District Dahlia 

Club as well as an exhibition of 

Textile artworks and paintings by 

local artists.   

RSL State President Major Gen-

eral David McLachlan AO Rtd 

pictured second from the left be-

low with Peter Dealy (Organiser), 

Kevin Heenan (President 

GVVVA ) and Jeff Stanyer Secre-

tary GVVVA) inspected the exhi-

bition and shared a cuppa with 

Members and visitors before at-

tending the opening of the Nu-

murkah Mob Memorial and the 

unveiling of the War Service Mu-

ral portraying persons of Nu-

murkah And District who served 

in all Wars and actions from 

WW1 to the present day, which 

formed the centrepiece of the 

commemorations in Numurkah. 

The exhibition was a great success 

with over 300 people attending 

over the weekend on which it was 

held.  The overall consensus of 

those who attended was that there 

was something of interest for a 

wide range of people.  After his 

photographs were packed away, 

Paul told members of our group 

that he was pleased with how they 

had been displayed and handled, 

and he was very happy with the 

interest they had attracted in Nu-

murkah. 

GOULBURN VALLEY 
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December saw the Frankston District 

Vietnam Veterans Association finish 

off the year with a very well attended 

meeting and Christmas Dinner. At the 

meeting we presented Ralph Yee with 

the Peter McLellan award. An enjoy-

able night was had by all after a very 

successful year of social activities 

and welfare work.  

The first meeting for 2015 was on 2nd 

February with our AGM followed by 

a short General Meeting. The Com-

mittee has stayed the same with the 

exception of Adam Gul who is now 

in charge of merchandise. 

We began the year with lunch on 

Puffing Billy and we have several 

more outings planned in the upcom-

ing months, some of those will be 

with the local TPI Association. 

Throughout the year we conducted a 

number of small raffles and by the 

end of 2014 we had raised $1,000 to 

go towards the Companion Dog pro-

gram. 

Our members also voted to award 

Lyn Kellow, Activities Organiser 

from Bunnings in Frankston, the posi-

tion of Honorary Member. Over the 

years Lyn has done so much to help 

our Sub-Branch and it was unani-

mously thought she should be recog-

nised for all her hard work. The 

Committee recently presented her 

the membership certificate at a dinner 

at the RSL.  

The Frankston Sub-Branch meets on 

the First Monday of the month at 

7.30pm at the Frankston RSL in the 

Simpson Room and any Veteran or 

partner is more than welcome to 

come along.  

NOBLE PARK 

VVAA Noble Park held a fund 

raising event for Challenge sup-

porting kids with cancer, on the 

Sub Branch’s break up day 18th 

Dec. 2014. 

Over 180 members and guests 

attended the event which was held 

in memory of Luca Auditore, 

grandson of Noble Park Members 

John and Lyn Auditore. 

Challenge, supporting kids with can-

cer CEO David Rogers forwarded 

a letter of thanks to VVAA Noble 

Park commending them on their 

efforts to raise “an amazing 

amount of money” and for taking 

the initiative to extend a hand to 

those most in need. 

Challenge had an extremely busy 

2014 servicing 11 camps, 12 par-

Playing Cards 

There are three playing cards lying 

face up, side by side.  A five is just to 

the right of a two.  A five is just to the 

left of a two.  A spade is just to the 

left of a club, and a spade is just to 

the right of a spade.  

Answer: There are 2 possible answers … you 

work it out!!  If in doubt … P29. 

Ray McCarthy, President VVAA 

Noble Park , Father Christmas (aka 

Tombstone) and David Rogers, CEO 

Challenge. 

ent retreats and offered over 1,000 

families some well needed time 

together. Challenge holiday facili-

ties also allowed some 120 fami-

lies time away. 

What Word is it? 

The following verse spells out a word, 

letter by letter.  "My “first"  refers to 

the word's first letter, and so 

on.  What's the word that this verse 

describes?  

My first is in fish but not in snail 

My second in rabbit but not in tail 

My third in up but not down 

My fourth in tiara not in crown 

My fifth in tree you plainly see 

My whole a food for you and me 

Answer: If you must look …  P.29. 

FRANKSTON 
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The Shed 

The Bendigo Sub Branch has made 

good use of a Government grant in 

conjunction with their RSL branch and 

with a great deal of Member effort The 

Shed has come of age!!!!!  So now 

come and enjoy it. 

Many thanks to The Shed committee 

and all the volunteers that helped out 

when they could. The following is a 

short description of the items within the 

shed. 

 Fully carpeted with recliner chairs; just 

right for watching the big screen TV 

and there will be a Display Cabinet for 

memorabilia.  

At the other end of the TV area is the 

eating or committee meeting table.  

This area has a kitchen fully set out 

with never ending hot water, fridge, 

microwave and all eating equipment  

ready for you to use. 

Just outside the kitchen is the general 

meeting area. With chairs and tables 

always at the ready quite a few can be 

seated at any one time and is ideal for a 

BBQ lunch after the Monthly meet-

ings. In the far left corner is a fully en-

closed flushing toilet.  

Also in that room are the Vet’s office 

and store room for the appeals office.  

You may be able to see a Rogues gal-

lery that the shed committee are trying 

to put together. So help them out and 

send in a scary photo of you while in 

Nam. Black and white or colour is fine. 

Just don’t come out of the door while 

they are throwing the hooky rings. 

On the left side of the main area is the 

new pool table and all necessary equip-

ment.  

BENDIGO 
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Down on the front wall are two dart 

boards with a very small scoreboard; 

maybe they don’t believe we might be 

that good at darts! You might also be 

able to see next to the side door, fixed 

to the wall, is the Brand new defibrilla-

tor, ready for you to use, just in case 

you get excited about winning a game 

or two.  

This large area is fully carpeted on both 

sides and the walls have been covered. 

So with the big gas heater The Shed 

will still be a comfortable place to be 

during winter or all year round 

 Some minor works still have to be 

done  on The Shed , so if you have a 

little spare time The Shed committee 

would love to hear from you. 

 
TV/ Library, Sitting Room 

http://www.cartoonstock.com/cartoonview.asp?catref=mfrn29
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OEM conducted a well received 

Welfare Information Day for over 

50 of our members towards the 

end of last year. Guest speakers 

included Albert Grulke who spoke 

on the services provided by DVA 

and Linda Yemm from  ANZAC 

House Aged Care Services who 

spoke on “Planning for the Fu-

ture”. The current President of 

Carry On, Simon Bloomer, talked 

about the activities of Carry On 

and Lindsay Rotherham discussed 

details of the support offered by 

Legacy.  

Over 70 OEM Members partici-

pated in the Dedication of the 

Knox Memorial and Roll of Hon-

our at the Tim Neville Arboretum 

in Ferntree Gully on 1st November 

2014. OEM Members strode it out 

on the short march led by the 

President, Aff Binnoore. The 

VVAA (Vic) State Executive was 

represented by Bob Glaubitz. 

Banner bearers were Bob Mackay 

and Tony Zammit. 

Official guests and speakers in-

cluded, Major General The Hon-

ourable Michael Jeffery, AC, AO 

(Mil), CVO, MC, The Hon. Alan 

Tudge MP, The Hon. Nick 

Wakeling MP, Cr Darren Pearce 

and Dr Graeme Emonson. The 

Dedication Ceremony was a real 

success and a fitting tribute to 

those who lost their lives in war, 

including 9 RAR solder Robert 

Key KIA in Vietnam. 

Record numbers of Members at-

tended our AGM in February. 

This was seen as a sign of strong 

support for the direction of our 

Sub-branch for the forthcoming 

year.  

OEM Members attended our 

Christmas lunch in record num-

bers, so much so that we will be 

looking for a larger venue for 

Christmas this year. Our Presi-

dent, Amat (Aff) Binnoore, was 

surprised at the occasion by being 

awarded OEM Life Membership, 

making him the fifth OEM Life 

Member over our Sub-branch’s 20 

year history. It was a fitting recog-

nition of the commitment and pro-

digious workload Aff has taken on 

year after year. Judy McQuillan 

was also recognised for her excep-

tional service to the Sub-branch 

and the Eastern Veterans Wives 

Group. 

OUTER EASTERN 
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Our newly formed Welfare Sup-

port Group has been very success-

ful in assisting our Welfare Team 

by keeping a caring eye on other 

members who need some special 

attention. It operates in a similar 

way to the school ‘Buddy Sys-

tem’. 

Social activities have been as pop-

ular as ever, attracting ever in-

creasing numbers. Our various 

interest groups also report strong 

participation levels. These include 

the Eastern Veterans’ Wives 

Group, The Gypsy Caravan 

Group, the ‘Sloggers” Cycle 

Group, Tuesday Nighters, various 

gym groups, etc. We are also cur-

rently busy planning for our 20th 

Anniversary Dinner Dance due in 

October this year. 

AUSSIE TRIVIA 

Per capita, we read more newspa-
pers than any other nation. 

750,000 camels roam our deserts, 
the largest number of purebred 
camels in the world. 

We have 20% of the world’s poker 
machines, but only 33% of the 
world’s population. 

No native Australian animals have 
hooves. 

In 1838 it was declared illegal to 
swim at public beaches during the 
day. 

Perth is the only city in the world 
which can have aircraft land in its 
CBD. 

We are the only continent without 
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OPERATION 'BRING THEM HOME': LET THE DEAD REST 

The NT Branch of the VVAA is 

conducting a campaign to repatri-

ate the remains of some of the 25 

Australian Vietnam War dead bur-

ied in Malaysia and Singapore. 

Some politicians are sympathetic 

to this proposal and Major Gen-

eral David Ferguson publicly 

voiced his support for the repatria-

tion of some of these men. I argue 

that while the idea to repatriate the 

men has superficial appeal, it is 

fraught with complexities. 

Early in the Vietnam War, Aus-

tralian policy around repatriation 

of war dead was unclear. The first 

man killed in Vietnam in June 

1963, Sergeant William Hacking 

was returned to Australia at public 

expense. Between mid-1964 and 

January 1966, policy dictated 

families could only return their 

relatives' remains to Australia if 

they met the transportation costs. 

Thirteen men were thus returned 

to Australia and 11 were buried 

overseas, one in Kranji Military 

Cemetery and 10 in the cemetery 

at Terendak. 

However, we should not presume 

financial impediments were the 

only reasons for overseas burials. 

For instance, Thomas Ross was 

killed in October 1965. His moth-

er, his official Next-of-Kin 

(NOK), lived in Scotland, his fi-

ancé resided in Sydney. They de-

cided to compromise with his bur-

ial in Malaysia. Ronald Field was 

killed in October 1965. Shortly 

before he died, he learnt his wife 

had left him. His widow did not 

seek the repatriation of her hus-

band's body. 

Attempting to rectify the implied 

and obviously limited unfairness 

of the extant policy before 1966, 

by repatriating any or all of these 

11 men will only exacerbate the 

situation, affecting many other 

families inequitably. 

Cabinet Decision No. 1487 of 19 

January 1966 allowed for repatria-

tion at public expense but Cabinet 

stressed such arrangements ap-

plied only to Vietnam War dead. 

A ministerial press release on 21 

January made it clear exhumations 

of those already buried overseas 

would not be permitted, in accord-

ance with the time-honoured poli-

cy that Australia adopted. 

When Corporal John Pearce was 

killed-in-action on 14 May 1968, 

his parents, both Second World 

War veterans decided it was right 

and proper for their son to be bur-

ied in a military cemetery. He was 

interred at Terendak. Private Gar-

ry Archer was severely burnt in a 

tent fire at Nui Dat on 31 January 

1969. He died on 1 February in 

the US 106th General Hospital in 

Japan. His father, Mr Alexander 

Archer decided to bury his son in 

Terendak Military Cemetery. Re-

liable sources report Major Peter 

Badcoe VC expressed a wish to be 

buried in Terendak, if he were 

killed; and, that is where he now 

rests, as requested by his widow. 

In short, after January 1966, 14 

families including those above 

decided to bury their relatives 

overseas, even though the men 

could have been returned to Aus-

tralia at public expense. These 

men were laid to rest in accord-

ance with their beliefs and were 

appropriately commemorated as 

dictated by military rituals. It is 

difficult to see how a case could 

be made for opening these 14 

graves. 

The realities perceived in the 

1960s by those who made their 

decisions to bury their kin over-

seas were vastly different to the 

realities persons might imagine 

sitting in the second decade of the 

twenty-first century. Hence, to 

understand these decisions one 

needs to appreciate the political, 

social and cultural environment of 

the 1960s. The men's parents 

came to maturity during a period 

when stoicism and a desire to 

minimise engagement with death 

predominated, mainly because of 

Australian experiences during the 

First and Second World Wars. 

Until the early 1960s, Australians 

generally accepted overseas burial 

of their war dead. 

We need to respect those who 

made the decisions to bury their 

dead overseas. In most cases the 

NOK were the men’s parents or 

their spouses. Being close to the 

deceased, they were the ones most 

affected by the men’s loss. Many 

of those decision makers are now 

dead. 

Is it morally reasonable for other 

family members or those of subse-

quent generations to usurp the 

wishes of their forebears—the 
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OPERATION 'BRING THEM HOME': LET THE DEAD REST 

legally appointed NOK? 

A few of the men's NOK are still 

alive. Over the years, many no 

doubt achieved levels of closure 

commensurate with their needs. 

Unfortunately, for some these lev-

els of closure may be sub-optimal. 

Nevertheless, we should avoid 

disrupting these levels of closure 

needlessly. Exhumation and repat-

riation of the Vietnam War dead 

will add another level of trauma to 

their relatives' grieving experienc-

es. 

Unless individual veterans had a 

meaningful ante-mortem relation-

ships with the dead or were in-

volved in the death events, their 

personal opinions are largely ir-

relevant—including my own. 

It follows that the petition being 

run by the NT Branch is some-

what irrelevant. Although the peti-

tion currently carries approxi-

mately 40,000 signatures, most 

signatories are not directly con-

nected to the decedents. Further-

more, with due respect, a cursory 

examination of the posted com-

ments indicates a lack of under-

standing of the issue at hand. 

Some veterans who signed the 

petition, without being aware of 

the broader context, subsequently 

changed their minds.This matter 

must be decided objectively, not 

by emotions or media spin. 

The repatriation of the Vietnam 

War dead sits in a much wider 

context. Eleven Australians (three 

servicemen and eight dependants, 

not related to the Vietnam War) 

died in Malaysia between March 

1964 and March 1969, and were 

buried at Terendak. In total, there 

could be more than 427 Australi-

ans buried overseas post-1947. 

The families of these people are in 

very much the same position as 

the families of the Vietnam War 

dead buried overseas. 

Regarding the possible repatria-

tion of any or all of the Vietnam 

War dead, two vexed issues 

emerge: first, families would be 

given the opportunity to revisit the 

decisions taken in the 1960s; and 

second, the Government would 

need to set aside the time-

honoured practice of debarring 

exhumations. 

If the NOK is deceased, who in 

'the families' would be consulted? 

To what extent would persons 

outside the decedent's immediate 

family be involved? 

Families vary in their levels of 

cohesion and communication. 

From my experience around the 

families of the six MIAs recov-

ered from Vietnam, broaching 

emotionally charged matters with 

family members has the potential 

to exacerbate exiting tensions 

within families. Do we really want 

to contribute to such disharmony 

among the families of those bur-

ied overseas? 

Furthermore, will the Government 

extend the dispensation to allow 

exhumation of the 11 other Aus-

tralians buried in Terendak Ceme-

tery, even though they are not 

from the Vietnam War? Similarly, 

what about the other 416 Australi-

ans buried overseas post 1947? 

The Vietnam War dead should not 

receive further special treatment. 

The sponsors of this campaign 

have not clearly articulated the 

benefits of the suggested repatria-

tions. One could argue having a 

grave conveniently located in Aus-

tralia might be a benefit. However, 

my research showed the grave's 

importance quickly receded, sug-

gesting the long-time bereaved do 

not need to call on the grave's 

symbolism to progress their grief. 

The same situation could be ex-

pected to apply if the Vietnam 

War dead were repatriated. 

In conclusion and most important-

ly, the dead are the people to 

whom we owe our respect, be they 

the warriors themselves or their 

deceased NOK. The dead buried 

overseas are human beings. Not 

icons. Not totems. They have been 

resting peacefully for almost half-

a-century. If we choose to disturb 

them, we need to be certain there 

is a real and substantial benefit in 

doing so. 

LTCOL Jim Bourke AM MG (Retd 

An OCS Portsea graduate, Jim 

completed two tours in 

Vietnam; as a Pl Commander 

with 1RAR first tour and then 

as an advisor with AATTV and 

1ALSG. Jim is held in the 

highest regard by the Vietnam 

veteran community for his 

untiring and ultimately 

successful efforts to locate and 

then repatriate the remains of 

Australian MIA’s from the 

Vietnam war. 
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2014 closed off with a very 

successful Xmas party at-

tended by 80 of our mem-

bers and partners with the 

ladies receiving a present 

from Santa and the men do-

ing what they normally do. 

We kicked off again in 2015 

with our AGM in February 

resulting in a new Secretary 

in Alan Comben and the rest 

of the Exec staying in their 

role. The members voted 

unanimously to award Mar-

garet Van Poeteren Life 

Membership for the work 

she has done in organising 

our Raffles, Dinner Dance, 

trips and the Bunnings sau-

sage sizzles which has in-

creased our Welfare fund 

greatly. 

Our first Big Trip for the 

year was the “Dviets Do Ad-

elaide Tour” and in March, 

50 members including part-

ners went on our own Bus 

Tour from Melbourne to Ad-

elaide with an overnight 

stop  in Mount Gambier and 

then 3 nights at  the Majestic 

Hotel Adelaide. 

 It was a lot of fun and we 

visited the lakes, Adelaide 

Oval, Hahndorf, the POW 

memorial at Ballarat and the 

Torrens Parade Ground in 

Adelaide where we hooked 

up with the local Vietnam 

Vets.  

 

Brockie n Judy    Adelaide Oval                   

Needless to say there are 

plenty of stories, none of 

which can make this news.     

Our Bowls Day at Diamond 

DIAMOND VALLEY 
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Creek between the Nashos 

and the Regs in April was its  

usual highly skilled effort 

with no one actually know-

ing how the result was 

achieved except the organis-

er. 

We have a day at the Kil-

more Races on Monday 4 

May which attracts very 

good feedback from those 

who attend despite the loss-

es. 

Our yearly Dinner Dance is 

scheduled for Saturday 11 

July and this year we have 

switched venues to the Wat-

sonia RSL. This is a great 

night with a 60’s Rock Band, 

three course meal and the 

biggest raffle where most go 

home with a prize. If any 

Sub Branches want to come 

along please contact the 

Pres. Peter Blackman who 

will give you more details. 

A good start to the year, 

good attendances at Friday 

meetings which are now 

held at Greensborough each 

month on the first, second 

and last Friday and at either 

Watsonia, Montmorency or 

Epping RSL in our aim of 

spreading further across the 

Diamond Valley member-

ship base. 

The Epping boys                

Ex services mess 
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The Central Highlands Sub-

Branch has the opportunity for 

Members to get together twice a 

month.  One is a purely social 

gathering at Kyneton RSL where 

we are able to arrange a table for 

about twelve for an evening meal 

and the second is a luncheon gath-

ering at Woodend RSL (our home 

base) usually attended by about 

20 to 25 members.  At this Lunch-

eon we have a Raffle and there is a 

good variety of donated goods, 

especially home grown vegetables, 

plants, books and a bottle of wine 

or two.  This meeting can be fol-

lowed by a General Meeting. We 

usually have 4 General Meetings a 

year.  Numbers fluctuate as the 

colder months are the favourite 

time to go to warmer climes on 

holidays.  The more you meet the 

more you get to know and appre-

ciate each others company. 

At Kyneton we gather in the 

Sportsman’s Bar from 1730 hours 

for a chat before going to the din-

ing room. Should we see a Digger 

we know dining on their own we 

tend to invite them to our table 

and to join in the conversation. 

Interestingly the group does not 

divide into male and female but all 

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 
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join in to talk together.  Following 

our meal we finish off with coffee.  

One of our members, David 

Parrôt, has a particularly sweet 

tooth and likes to play the choco-

late machine.  We encourage this 

habit by each chucking in two dol-

lars into the “kitty” with a stern 

warning that we all expect at least 

a couple of chocolates with our 

coffee. David graciously accepts 

the challenge and we keep an eye 

on him just in case he gets tempt-

ed to tilt the machine a little to 

improve the odds.  As you can see 

from the photo there is obviously 

a lot of stress involved in playing 

chocolate machines. All this adds 

to the enjoyment of the evening.   

WEST GIPPSLAND 

The West Gippsland Sub –Branch 

and friends has had for some 15 

years made an annual journey to 

Mallacoota on the East coast for a 

couple of weeks of fishing, golf, 

bare foot bowls and general relax-

ation and this year was a mix of 

15 vans/motorhomes enjoying the 

fun, sun and what ever slices the 

bakery could produce. 

St. Patricks Day just happen to 

fall in the first week of the break 

and was good enough reason for a 

“communal dinner” put on by the 

vets and partners, with that Irish 

touch of Irish Stew, lashings of 

mash potatoes, green Sago and 

more food than we could all eat. 

Fortunately a vacant site was 

handy so we occupied it for the 

night and one of the vets (will 

remain anonymous) took out the 

fancy dress prize as a Leprechaun; 

he really didn’t look that much 

different!! 

Over the 2 weeks the food was 

good, company great, bowls a 

hoot, and golf (mine was lousy), 

the rest were OK. 

From the Local paper, “ The West 

Gippsland group of Vietnam Vets 

give a lot to the town and enjoy 

their time here, they are a friendly  

lively bunch and the music is 

good.” 
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PLANNING AHEAD 

Have you ticked all the boxes? 

Preparing for that unexpected 

event that impacts family life sad-

ly is far too often left until it is too 

late and those left to manage a 

loved one’s affairs are faced with 

difficulties that could have been 

avoided by a little timely prepara-

tion. 

To assist people “get their ducks 

lined up” DVA has produced a 

document titled “Planning ahead 

Kit” which is designed to help 

veterans and their families prepare 

for bereavement and other inca-

pacities. This helpful Kit can be 

accessed through the DVA web-

site > Planning ahead. 

Also produced by VVAA Vic is a 

document titled When Death 

Comes Visiting which not only 

covers bereavement but the need 

to detail individual circumstances 

and changes e.g. financial, medi-

cal etc. This document can be 

viewed/accessed through the 

VVAA Vic website vvaa-

vic.org.au . 

Of particular importance is the 

need to have specific  and up to 

date Wills and Powers of Attorney 

so that when we are unable to 

manage our own affairs that task 

is made easier for whoever needs 

to step in and help. 

It is preferable to consult with a 

legal adviser on these matters and 

not leave it till it’s too late. 

It has been brought to our atten-

tion where there has been one par-

ticular case where a veteran who 

has been using direct debit to pay 

power company bills has been 

severely ripped off by the power 

company and is having difficulty 

recouping owed money. 

Apart from this individual case 

which is to be further escalated, 

this is also a broader issue for all 

veterans who may use direct debit 

to pay regular accounts. 

In simple terms, this is a welfare 

issue for all veterans.  There may 

well be an underlying problem 

where by veterans are being 

ripped off through incorrect 

charging of various tariffs and/or 

incorrect meter readings and not 

being aware of the issue or simply 

giving up in frustration trying to 

chase up utility companies. 

Any members who may be using 

direct debit to pay utility bills and 

are having difficulty resolving 

issues (i.e. overcharging, incorrect 

tariffs, incorrect meter readings 

etc.) are urged to report the details 

to State Secretary at: 

   secretary@vvaavic.org.au. 

For anyone reporting such an is-

sue, please provide full details, 

including what steps that have 

been taken towards resolution of 

the matter. 

DO YOU HAVE A CURRENT WILL?  

HAS SOMEONE A POWER OF ATTORNEY 

(ENDURING/MEDICAL/FINANCIAL)  

Direct Debits 

Utilities Companies 

How many times have we heard 

that it’s in your best interest to get 

off the lounge chair and be active 

… who knows, you might even 

feel better!! … not to mention 

how others around you will feel. 

Gyms Groups, Exercise Physiolo-

gy, walking Groups, swimming, 

cycling etc. are all great options.  

Regular exercise is shown to be 

beneficial in: 

 Maintaining weight and 

burning excess calories 

 Improving the ratio of 

good to bad cholesterol 

 Build up physical endur-

ance 

 Optimizing health of the 

heart, lung, vascular sys-

tem, bones, and muscles 

delivering oxygen and nu-

trients to tissues 

 Reducing falls and injuries 

 Enhancing mood and sleep 

quality 

Set achievable goals no matter 

how “modest” to start and don’t 

be a “hero” and overdo it; remem-

ber, you might not be as young 

and fit as you once were. 

Get a friend to join you as it’s 

sometimes easier  and more en-

joyable sharing your goals with 

someone else. 

EXERCISE FOR LIFE 

mailto:secretay@vvaavic.org.au
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartguide.com%2F_thumbs%2F0511-1004-1418-1816.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartguide.com%2F_search_terms%2Fdocument.html&h=100&w=95&tbnid=usEuhKlQY8Ff1M%3A&zoom=1&docid=vXftcXXj6PXMEM&ei=62B4U-
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WERE YOU AT FSPB CORAL or BALMORAL? 

Unit Gallantry Citation for FSPB Coral-Balmoral May/June 1968 

Gentlemen, 

A committee has been formed to submit a citation to the Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal (DHAAT) justify-

ing the issue of the Unit Gallantry Citation (UGC) for every unit that was engaged in the battles of FSPB Coral and Balmoral, 

12 May to 6 June 1968. This committee is made up of individuals who represent each of the units involved in those battles. 

The UGC is worn by individuals as a decoration. It is also conferred on the current day unit for the soldiers to wear, as a rib-

bon, on their uniform. 

As President of 1 FD SQN GP RAE Association, I have been asked to be the RAE representative. I have accepted this role 

with alacrity. 

The committee is currently raising documentation for this submission to DHAAT. This includes a one page justification of 

why the UGC is an appropriate award. A mandatory requirement in support of the submission has to include the nominal rolls 

of every unit involved. It includes: 

a. Number rank and name of each individual; 

b. The fact that they were present at FSPB Coral or Balmoral between 12 May and 6 June 1968; 

c. That the individuals on the nominal roll were posted to the unit nominated. 1 FD SQN GP includes the HQ, 1 FD 

SQN, PLANT TP, 21 SPT TP,  1 FD SQN WKSPS (RAEME) and the R Aust Sigs detachment. There may be others and 

these need to be identified as soon as possible. 

In order to ensure that 1 FD SQN GP and any other RAE entity receives the recognition which flows from this iconic battle, I 

need the following before 15 May 2015 please: 

1. Your number, rank, name and the dates that you were at FSPB Coral or Balmoral. The name of your com-

mander be it either a Section Commander or Troop Commander.  

2.  Any names that you can reliably recall of any of your mates who were at FSPB Coral or Balmoral. 

3. I will need to conduct due diligence of these names as best I can, using official documents and records. If you do not 

wish to participate in this submission, please let me know and I will try to protect your privacy as best I can. 

I have the names of the Officers, SSM and most of the SNCO and some of the Sappers who I know were there. 

Thanking you in anticipation 

 

Follow The Sapper        POST TO: 

          George Hulse 

          17 Ryan Avenue 

George Hulse         BALMORAL QLD 4171 

LTCOL RAE (Retd)         or 

President 1 FD SQN GP RAE Association      email:   eddsniffer@optusnet.com.au 

 

28 March 2015 
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MUSEUM NEWS 

MUSEUM BOARD BEEFED UP. 

The board of the Museum has been 

significantly strengthened with the 

addition of the following Board mem-

bers:  

 The Hon. Ken Smith, former 

Victorian Coalition Govern-

The Sound and Light show is to be 

refurbished to ensure its future viabil-

ity, an updated and expanded security 

system is to be installed, new office 

computer and management systems 

to be installed and roof works are to 

be undertaken. 

TELSTRA TO CHIP IN?  

The museum has been approached by 

TELSTRA seeking access to the mu-

seum tower and to lease a small piece 

of land adjacent to the tower. Provid-

ed there are no issues, a scheme of 

arrangement with TELSTRA for ac-

cess to museum facilities will see 

additional rental income flow to the 

museum. 

ment Speaker of the House. 

 Mr. Neville Goodwin, former 

Mayor of Bass Coast Shire 

and influential figure in the 

Phillip Island area. 

 Mr Phong Nguyen, a senior 

member of the Vietnamese 

Community in Victoria. 

 Mr Kingsley Mundey, a highly 

successful businessman, was 

confirmed as the Chairman of 

the board at a recent Museum 

AGM, and John Methven 

OAM as the CEO. 

MUSEUM WORKS 

EDUCATION TEAM NEWS (ETeam) 

The ETeam is an important Group 

that operates under the auspices of the 

VVAA Victorian State Branch and 

provides an interface between Vi-

etnam Veterans and schools through-

out Victoria. It operates closely with 

the History Teachers Association and 

has given presentation sessions to a 

wide cross section of ages and groups 

over many years.   

It is through the efforts of the ETeam 

that Australia’s Vietnam experience 

has been promoted and thus widely 

accepted in schools and other inter-

ested groups. The ETeam also main-

tains a close working relationship 

with the Vietnamese Community 

attending their TET festivals. 

At the Feb 2015 VVAA Victorian 

State Council Meeting E-Team Rep-

resentative Rob Lowe presented the 

State Branch with a cheque for 

$4,000 being donations from schools 

and other entities that the E-Team had 

visited throughout the year.   

The ETeam has been able to make 

such donations to the State Education 

process through years of dedicated 

effort and all involved should be 

proud of their contribution in adding 

to Australia’s War History, both in 

the classrooms and assembly of Vi-

etnam related items/material. 

The VVAA Vic President acknowl-

edged the role of the E-Team noting 

that they were a highly visible, pro-

fessional  and practical extension of 

the Branch within Victorian schools 

and thanked them for the donation. 

The Council concurred with the Pres-

ident’s comments and applauded the 

E-Team efforts throughout the 2014 

year. 



Honour the dead but fight like hell for the living 24  

THE CHANGES OF TIME IN VIETNAM 

This photo was taken in Phuoc Tuy Province on what 

was Route 15 in 1969 when A Company 6 RAR was 

deploying for an operation.. The second photo was 

taken in virtually the same place in April 2014. The 

shot was taken looking towards Nui Ong Trinh, the 

small feature that can be seen in the background, Nui 

Ong Trinh is north west of Baria.  

This photo was taken in virtually the same place in 

April 2014.  

The shot was taken looking towards Nui Ong Trinh, 

the small feature that can be seen in the background; 

Nui Ong Trinh is north west of Baria.  

A reminder of what was then and what is now in the former South Vietnam. 

These pictures shows the change in part of the old Australian TAOR; the Province now called Baria Vung Tau. 

Of course how could we forget the Vung Tau Back Beach, home to 1 ALSG. 

 False information circulating on e-mail about PINs  
The Australian Bankers’ Association (ABA) says information circulating in an e-mail 

about the use of a ‘reverse PIN’ at an ATM is false. From time to time, an e-mail contain-

ing incorrect information circulates in the community. This fact sheet has been prepared 

advising the community about this ‘urban myth’. The e-mail claims that by entering  your 

PIN in reverse into an ATM will summon police. This claim is false.  

Lesson learned: Do not accept information without questioning its authenticity.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Ffarm4.staticflickr.com%2F3366%2F3339894265_0a89731965_o.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Faodcurator%2F3339894265%2F&h=764&w=1336&tbnid=ZrfrF15yWIKKUM%3A&zoom=1&docid=W9YsSD9f1_eeNM&itg=
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F3.bp.blogspot.com%2F-GyesZooN50Q%2FUvgo45QXvFI%2FAAAAAAAAET4%2FQy9KBHF15is%2Fs1600%2FVung%252BTua%252Bbeach%252B1.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fvisa2vietnam.blogspot.com%2F2014%2F02%2Fvietnam-tour-vung-tau-fa
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D V A  N E W S  

MINISTER WELCOMES PARTNERSHIP WITH TELSTRA AND 

COMMONWEALTH BANK                                (Media Release VA019) 
The contributions of both the Commonwealth Bank of Australia and Telstra to-

wards the Spirit of Anzac Centenary Experience travelling exhibition have been 

acknowledged by the Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for the Centenary of 

ANZAC, Senator the Hon. Michael Ronaldson. 

“One of the most important legacies that can come from the Anzac Centenary na-

tional programme is to improve community understanding and awareness of our 

wartime history, particularly for younger Australians,” Senator Ronaldson said. 

“We want to give as many people as possible the opportunity to get involved in un-

derstanding our nation’s history and this exhibition will do just that through interac-

tive displays utilising artefacts, audio and film. 

“The exhibit will visit 23 locations around the country and provide visitors with an 

unique and interactive insight into Australia’s involvement in the First World War. 

http://minister.dva.gov.au/media_releases/2015/mar/va019.htm
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V E T E R A N  I N F O  

 A new mobile phone app to help 

serving and ex-serving ADF per-

sonnel manage stress and build 

their psychological resilience is 

available to download for free 

from the iOS app store and An-

droid Google Play.  

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, 

Senator the Hon Michael 

Ronaldson and Assistant Minister 

for Defence, the Hon Stuart Rob-

ert MP, officially launched the 

High Res app saying it was part of 

the Australian Government’s in-

novative approach to improving 

mental health outcomes for de-

fence personnel and younger vet-

erans.  

The High Res app features two 

major functions:  

‘Stress Management’ helps users 

manage their immediate reactions 

to a stressful situation. The app 

prompts users to test their physi-

cal, cognitive, emotional and be-

havioral reactions and helps them 

adjust their response with the use 

of tools on the app.  

‘Performance Training’ helps to 

optimise mental performance with 

regular resilience training and will 

assist users to better respond to 

future challenges at work and in 

life.  

The High Res app has been devel-

oped in collaboration with the De-

partment of Defence and is based 

on Defence’s BattleSMART self-

management and resilience train-

ing program.  

High Res is the latest example of 

DVA and Defence using emerging 

technology to help the defence 

community, including families, to 

raise awareness of mental health 

issues and improve access to pro-

fessional support.  

Other samples include the At Ease 

website, the PTSD Coach Austral-

ia and ON TRACK with the Right 

Mix mobile apps.  

For more information, people are 

encouraged to visit the At Ease 

website, www.at-ease.dva.gov.au  

GOVERNMENT LAUNCHES MENTAL HEALTH APP FOR PAST 

AND PRESENT MILITARY PERSONNEL  

 

Said to have appeared in the 

Sydney Morning Herald. 

Hear hear say all of us !!! 

http://www.at-ease.dva.gov.au
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V E T E R A N  I N F O  

Copper wire……. 

 After having dug to a depth 

of 10 feet last year, British 

scientists found traces of 

copper wire dating back 

200 years and came to the 

conclusion that their ances-

tors already had a tele-

phone network more than 

150 years ago.   

Not to be outdone by the Brit-

ish, in the weeks that followed, 

an American archaeologist dug 

to a depth of 20 feet, and short-

ly after, a story published in 

the New York Times: "American 

archaeologists, finding traces 

of 250-year-old copper wire, 

have concluded that their an-

cestors already had an ad-

vanced high-tech communica-

tions network 50 years earlier 

than the British".   

One week later, Australia 's 

Northern Territory Times re-

ported the following: "After dig-

ging as deep as 30 feet in his 

backyard in Tennant Creek , 

Northern Territory , Knackers 

Johnson, a self-taught archae-

ologist, reported that he found 

absolutely bugger-

all.  Knackers has therefore 

concluded that 250 years ago, 

Australia had already gone 

wireless."  

 ...Makes ya feel bloody proud 

to be Australian don’t it? 

2015 

50th Anniversary of deployment of 1 RAR Battle Group 

to South Vietnam 
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VETERAN WELLBEING 
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The Notice Board is intended to be similar to those you see in other Veteran publications and can include personal notices such as 

Wanted to find, Reunions, get togethers, hobby related matters etc. 

The VVAA Victoria Branch President retains the right to refuse acceptance of any notice that does not accord with the aims and ob-

jectives of the VVAA. 

NOTICE BOARD 

1 RAR Battle Group Vietnam 1965/66 

2015, being the 50th anniversary of the 1 RAR 

Battle Group’s arrival in South Vietnam , is a sig-

nificant time for all members to seek out their 

Unit Associations for information about Reunions 

and other events. 

VVAA Victorian State Branch wants to hear 

from as many 1 RAR BG members as possible to 

take part in the Vietnam Veterans Day Service at 

the Melbourne Shrine of Remembrance on Tues-

day 18th August 2015.  

You can email to office@vvaavic.org.au or call 

VV Day Coordinator Maurie Benson 0417 588 

886. 

50th Anniversary National Service  

1965—2015 

30th June 2015 Canberra 

AWM March Past 

BBQ Luncheon 

Full details go to website 

www.nashoaustralia.org.au 

 Playing Cards:  

5 Spades /2 Spades / 5 Clubs 

    Or 

2 Spades / 5 Spades / 2 Clubs 

 

What Word is it?:  fruit 
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To REGISTER FOR A PROGRAM 

Call VVCS Melbourne 

Ph: 1800 011 046 

Email: vvcs@dva.gov.au 

Doing Anger  

Differently 

Beating  

The Blues 

Building Better  

Relationships 

Partners  

Program 

Mastering Anxiety 

Sleeping Better 

Changing The 

Mix 

Residential  

Lifestyle  

Veterans and Veterans Families Counselling Service 

(VVCS) 

A service founded by Vietnam Veterans 

VVCS GROUP PROGRAMS 
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BALLARAT 
President: Sandy McCann                         5466 7351 
Secretary: Wayne Hoffman                                            5342 0658        0428 987 606  
PO Box 180 SEBASTOPOL VIC 3356   
secretary.ballarat@vvaavic.org.au  

MELTON  
President: John Hodges                        9746 0717          0447 508 251  
Secretary: Jim Fitzgerald                                     0415 679 677  
PO Box 981 MELTON 3337  
secretary.melton@vvaavic.org.au  

BENDIGO  
President: Neil Arnott                         5442 4485         0458 384 086  
Secretary: Ken Bowen                                                       0458 384 086  
PO Box 89 BENDIGO 3552   
secretary.bendigo@vvaavic.org.au  

MITCHELL  
President: Ross Stewart                         5792 2666         0407 646 988  
Secretary: Ross Gregson                         5792 3227          0417 973 573  
PO Box 812 SEYMOUR 3660   
secretary.mitchell@vvaavic.org.au  

BOX HILL  
President: John Haward                          9803 3301  
Secretary: Rod Burgess                   0439 378 989  
PO Box 280 DINGLEY VILLAGE VIC 3172 
secretary.boxhill@vvaavic.org.au  

MORNINGTON PENINSULA  
President: Kevin Mawdsley                                           5982 0817         0429 633 081  
Secretary: Wayne Bastow                                           5985 7535  
PO Box 4012 ROSEBUD 3939 
secretary.morningtonpeninsular@vvaavic.org.au  

CASTLEMAINE  
President: Alan Lane                         5472 3115          0428 567 794 
Secretary: Rob Neve                          5472 6851  
11A Ray Street CASTLEMAINE 3450   
secretary.castlemaine@vvaavic.org.au  

MURRAY BORDER  
President: Gary Treeve                (02) 6059 2765         0407 480 201  
Secretary:  Refer President                                    
PO Box 8084 Birallee WONDOGA 3690    
secretary.murayborder@vvaavic.org.au  

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS  
President: Ken Bryce                         5428 3290        0407 737 386 
Secretary: Trish Power                         5428 3243         
53 High View Cres. GISBORNE 3437 
secretary.centralhighlands@vvaavic.org.au  

MUSEUM  
President: John Methven  OAM                                       5678 5728          0417 247 551 
Secretary: Bill Noble                                                           5678 5215           0414 385 750 
PO Box 318 SAN REMO 3925    
secretary.museum@vvaavic.org.au  

DIAMOND VALLEY  
President: Peter Blackman                           9459 5117         0432 631 413  
Secretary: Alan Comben                          9435 9213        0405 324 099 
PO Box 542 GREENSBOROUGH 3088  
secretary.diamondvalleyanddistrict@vvaavic.org.au  

NOBLE PARK  
President: Ray McCarthy                         9798 5379          0418 552 804  
Secretary: John Pilkington                         9749 2672          0413 163 749  
PO Box 295 NOBLE PARK 3174  
secretary.noblepark@vvaavic.org.au  

ECHUCA  
President: Ken Jones                          5480 0139         0408 384 670  
Secretary: Bob Johnson                          5483 7411          0409 971 726 
PO Box 743 MOAMA NSW 2731 
secretary.echuca@vvaavic.org.au  

NORTH-WEST  
President: Tom Clayton                         9306 7474         0438 306 709  
Secretary: Basil Tiligadis                         9354 5299         0419 890 340 
PO Box 211 GLENROY 3046  
secretary.northwest@vvaavic.org.au  

FRANKSTON  
President: Ray Weston                          9772 5351  
Secretary: Cheryl Myers                          9776 6600  
PO Box 1429 FRANKSTON 3199   
secretary.frankston@vvaavic.org.au  

OUTER EASTERN  
President: Amat (Aff) Binnore       9801 5537         0409 365 210 
Secretary: Maree Ferguson                          9722 9787         0414 369 213  
PO Box 763 BORONIA 3155   
secretary.outereasternmelbourne@vvaavic.org.au  

GEELONG & DISTRICTS  
President: Rieny (Reny) Nieuwenhof                                   0407 378 808 
Secretary: David Weeks        9747 0121           0419 347 194 
PO Box 484 GEELONG 3220  
secretary.geelong@vvaavic.org.au  

RAAF  
President: Gareth Davis        9878 7940  
Secretary: Rick Holmes         9317 7304  
PO Box 462 ASCOT VALE 3032  
secretary.raaf@vvaavic.org.au  

GIPPSLAND  
President: Geoffrey Hopkins                                                      0477 771 907  
Secretary: Mick Hawryluk                           5144 3542  
PO Box 902 SALE 3850  
secretary.gippsland@vvaavic.org.au  

SWAN HILL  
President: Harold Heslop JP                         5033 1896         0448 778 010  
Secretary: Maralyn Toppinen                         5033 2614                      
PO Box 1650 SWAN HILL 3585  
secretary.swanhill@vvaavic.org.au  

GOULBURN VALLEY  
President: Peter Dealy                                            5862 3969  
Secretary: Jeff Stanyer                          5862 3829         0419 135 909  
139 Fuzzards Road, NUMURKAH VIC 3636  
secretary.goulburnvalley@vvaavic.org.au  

WARRNAMBOOL  
President: Don Roberts        5568 1837         0467 556 818 
Secretary:  Refer President.                                            
C/- 9 James St PORT FAIRY 3284 
secretary.warrnambool@vvaavic.org.au  

MARYBOROUGH  
President: Bernard (Ben) Hoscher        5460 5033        0410 627 965  
Secretary: Daniel McIver OAM                          5464 1219  
PO Box 274 MARYBOROUGH 3465  
secretary.maryborough@vvaavic.org.au  

WEST GIPPSLAND  
President: Mike Lattimer      5628 7692          0418 386 871  
Secretary: Frank Grant       5625 4457          0430 123 527  
PO Box 556 DROUIN 3818  
secretary.westgippsland@vvaavic.org.au  

MELBOURNE WEST  
President: Clement (Charles) Peterson                        9395 9017         0466 936 556  
Secretary: Ray Matthew                          9749 2835         0400 107 130  
PO Box 1430 WERRIBEE PLAZA VIC 3030  
secretary.melbournewest@vvaavic.org.au  

WIMMERA  
President: Ken Taylor        5385 2719        0428 852 719 
Secretary: Tony Welbourn                          5381 2438            
PO Box 345 HORSHAM 3400    
secretary.wimmera@vvaavic.org.au  

 INTERNATIONAL/ HEADQUARTERS  
Administrator: State Branch Assistant Secretary 
Sue McQueen 61 03 5444 1871 / 0400 821 457 State Directory current as at 31 March 2015 

All changes to be advised to VVAA Vic State Secretary:  secretary@vvaavic.org.au   

VVAA Victoria Sub Branches 
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Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia  

(Victorian Branch) 

VetRide Bendigo 2015 

VetRide 2015 was conducted  at 

Bendigo and based out of the Park 

Lane Holiday Park where approxi-

mately 60 riders enjoyed daily 

road and trail rides. Evening meal 

times provided an excellent op-

portunity for camaraderie, to ease 

tired muscles and share cycling 

experiences. 

Each day provided riders with 

new challenges with a mix of de-

manding hills and also a test to 

see if riders could follow direc-

tions - in the form of map reading! 

It wasn’t only the riders who 

mucked that one up but also a 

number of support vehicles !! 

Not all rides were hard slog as the 

days were broken up with visits to   

Tread Café Harcourt, Morris Mi-

nor Museum and Harcourt. 

Pictures on this page show some 

of the group - getting the rest to-

gether was a bit like herding cats ! 

With rides of up to 80/100kms per 

day there was no shortage of ex-

periences and opportunities to 

enjoy what the Bendigo District 

has to offer; some might say this 

was a warm up for 2016 when we 

plan to see riders from all Austral-

ian States converge on Canberra. 

Thanks to our local VVAA Bendi-

go Sub Branch members and the 

Bendigo RSL all were looked af-

ter extremely well. Riders were 

also cared for by the VetRide 

Team of “volunteers” who were 

kept busy ensuring all went well. 

Planning for VetRide Canberra 

2016 is now well under way. That 

Ride will see riders from all states 

converging on Canberra and the 

Australian War Museum. 

For those wanting further infor-

mation on VetRide activities, pic-

tures and detail of rides  are avail-

able through the VetRide website 

vetride.org. They can also be ac-

cessed via VVAA Vic website 

vvaavic.org.au by following the 

Link to VetRide . 

Our in-house Medic also doubled 

as Mick the Mailman at the Mor-

ris Minor Museum; it really took 

some effort to get him out of that 

uniform. 

Of course the ladies worked hard 

and occasionally enjoyed them-

selves. 

A big thanks to all who supported 

VetRide 2016. 


